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Vith all his life and fortune, bow hee was 
Subtill, Wiſe, and born in Greece, not far from 


1 roy the great, ina Towne named Amano, He was 
v1 all other men moſt deformed, and evill ſhapen : for be 
had 2 great Head, a larg Viſage, long Iawes, ſharp Eyes, a {Lort f 
Necke, crooke- backed, great Belly, ꝑreat Legs, larg Feet. Aud 
vet that which was worſe he was dumb, and could not ſpcaks 
but noi wiſbſtanding this, be bad a ſiagular Wit, and was tery 
5 wigentons and ſabtill in cavillations, and pleaſant in 
words, after he came to bis ſpe:cþ 
| 


Whereunto are added the Fables of Acian: and all: (1 i 
the table of Abe, with the Fables of Poge tu 1 
Florentine, „ery plcaſunt to be read. 
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Thehfeof Ep. 1 


This Hiſtorie maketh mention how Eſop excuſed him 
ſelfe before his Lord, for eating of the Figges. . - 


A Nd koꝛ as much as his L32d to whoin Eſop wis 
ind, ſuppoled p he was not p2ofitablehe ſent him 
to labour in the fields, and to dig and delve in the earth. 
And on a day as his loꝛd walked in ihe fields, one of his 
labourers gathered figs, and pꝛeſented them vnto him, 
ſaying, Py Loꝛd, fake theſe Figs as-fo2 the firſt fruits 
of thy field. And the Lo2d received ihem topfully , and 
delivered them to his ſeruant Agaports, charging him 
to keep them vntill he returned from his baine, And it 
hapned, * Eſop coming from his labour, demanded 
dinner, like as he was accuſtomed ; # Agapotus which 
— the figs ate of them, and ſaid to one of his fellows, 
I J did not doubt and feare mymaſter, J would eat 
all theſe figs. And his fellow ſaid, if thou wilt let me eat 
with thee, J ſhall find a craft that we ſhall haue neither 
blame ne harme therefo:e. Now may that be ſaid Aga- 
potus? To whom his fellow ſaid when my K oꝛd ſhall 
come home, we will ſap ta him, that Eſop hath eaten 
delt am therefore he tall be wel beaten, And hers 
A 2c he ſhall be eaten. And here⸗ 
upon they went and ate the figs between them both, 
ſaying, this villaine ſhall be well beaten. And when 
their loꝛd came home he commander Agaporus to bꝛing 
him the figs : and A aporus ſaid In him, Dir, When 
Eſop came from his labour from the field, he found the 
cellar open, and went in without reaſon, and hath eat 
all the figs. And when the Lo2d heard this, he was much 
angry, and ſaid : call to me Eſop, to who 2 thou 
counterfet churle, how is this hapned, that thou haſt not 
been afraid to eat my figs 2 fEfop was afraid 
and beheld them that had accuſed him. And the Lo2d 
commanded to take off his cloths and let him be beaten, 
but he kneeled downe at the Koꝛds feet, and by ſignes , 
a 2 (becauſe 
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4 The liſe of Eſop. 
( becanſe he could not ſpeak ) pꝛayed hig Lo2d to giue him 
lpace to ercuſe:him:and his © od granted it to — Inn 
anon after he tooke a full water, which was 
on he fire and pewred the ſame into a baſon, and dꝛank 
thereol And anon afccr he put his finger into his mouth, 
and caſt vp all that was in his ſtomack, which was ow 
lp water, fo2 that day he had taſted nothing bat water: 
and he pꝛaved that his accuſers might ſemblably dꝛinke 
of ſhe water as he had done, And ſo they did, and held 
their hand befoze their mouths becauſe they would not 
vomit. But becauſe the water was hot, their ſtomacks 


reſdlued by the water, they water, and 
the figs — Anz when the Low fo it be fi to 
them, vhy have ye lied to me againlt this :ſop w cannot 


ſpeak : and then he commanded to ſpoile them, + beate 


nopenly, ſaying : Whoſoever 


due therefoze. And 
Eſop returned againe to his labour. And as he laboured 


in the field, their came a pꝛieſt named lfidis, which went 
toward the Citie and had loſt his way. And he ſeeing 
Eſop, p2aved him that he would ſhew pun the way 
to the Citie. And +ſdp reteiued him jopfully,and 

to ſit down vnder a fig tree, # ſet befoꝛe hi > 


arbs, figs and Dates, and made ſignes to him to eat, | 


his pꝛapers to the gods foz kſop, of hom he reteiued ſa 
god refcelhing, 


upon other, ſhall be — th the ſome paine that 5 | 


How The Goddeſſe of Hoſpitalitie gave fpeech of 
tounge to Eſop, and how he was fold. - 
T Ven'-ſopreturned to his labour, and after when he 
he had well labonred, toꝛ to eſchew the great heat 
ofthe Sun ( after this vſage) he went into the fha — 
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The liſe of Epp. 3 
ſoz fo reſt and ſlerpe under a tro. And when the Goddes 
of Hoſpitality appeared vnto him, and — him Sapi⸗ 
ence and A 
foz to 
was 


ity, alſo ſhe gaue to him the gift of ſpeech, 
diners fables 1 inuentions, as to him which 
devonte to hoſpitality. And after hen E op 
he began to ſay to himſclfe, Þ haue not 
N but — — res but alſo J Jour had a fair 
wine, an ny impeachment I ſpeake, and 
| that J ſee Icallyheir proper names as an hole, 
an ore, a chariot, and to all other things, I can giue to 
ofthis knowledge 4 18 far thar J dene 
ce o 7 pi £ 
hotly; fo: he that doth 
godho hope in God, that he ſhall haue 
and therefo:e J ſball not labour 
e tharg ofthe field, che 
arg o „the 
began to beat mite of the labourers 


2d put And he toke 
bis a rode bathe © City,and cams to Ano th — 


4 The life of Eſop. 
— churle, the counterfeited E ſo op, beginnet 

eak clearly. Truly ſaid his Loꝛd, this indeed is at 127 
1 to me ſecmeth monſtrous:pea fo:ſwth,ſaid Zenas. then 
ſaid the Loꝛzd, we ſee daily many men when they be 
angry cannot ſpeak, but when they be in n — 
ſpeak,and pꝛoffer things. And when Zenas ſaid 
he can ſpeak aboue all other, and hath ſaid to aq ow things 
contumelious, blaſphemous,and villainous, of thee — 
all thy goods. . Whereat his Loꝛd was very angry, and 
faid, Goe thou to the field, and what wilt thou do with 
him, do it, ſell ＋ oꝛ give him, oꝛ laſe Log ba = * 
him to thee. And then Zenas take his 
and came again into the field, and raw 19 115 
art mine, and in my power loꝛ my Lo2d ha op 
to me, and becauſe thou art a villaine and an evil 
I ſhall ſell thee utterly. And then it foztuned tha 1 
chant that had bought ſeruants, came into þ field 
beaſts, fo2 to bear ouer his merchandtze to Ep 


which met with Zenas, and ſaluted — — | 


him if he had any beaſts to ſell. And Zenas anſwered;that 


fo2 he ſhould find no beaſts to ſell, butJ haue a 
ſeruant which is not faire, and he is of a good team: laid, b 
if thou wilt dehon 1 2 buy. And the Lr 

would firſt ſee And then Zenas dEſop * 


bunt to the — — And own Ay Perchant dale hen 
ſo faule and defo2med, he ſaid in this manner: From 
thence is this villains come, and this tru mpet of Trage⸗ 
ten us ? this is a faire merchandize, fo: if he be had not a 
voice, Ipod ho hn ip 0 battle oC whe: ye be well 
to bzing me hither to hew me this faire per- 
— — d thou wouldſt haue ſold to me a come- 
lylern ſeruant, honeſt and pleaſant. And then t 1 
returned on his way, and k ſop followed ſayin 
this manner. Abide a = here; ;Et Perchant Aid 
hinder ms not villiane, fo haue no pꝛofit of 
me;foz if J bought thee, J 1 be called the rod 
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The life of Eſop; . 


of fooles, and of vaine things, And then Eſop ſaid vnto 
him, Wherefoze art thou then come hither-and the Per⸗ 
chant anſwered him, to buy ſome thing that is faire and 
comely,but thou art foule,defozmed,lothſome,and coun⸗ 
terfeitcd:Wherefoze J meane to have no whit at al to bo 
with ſuch merchandize. And then Eſop ſaid, if thou wilt 
buy me, chou ſhalt leeſe nothing. And the Merchant des 
manded wherein maieſt thou do me any p2ofit 2 Then 
ſop ſaid : Be there not in thy houſe little childꝛen, ne in 
the towne that cry and run? buy me and thou ſhalt do 
wiſely, and ſhalt be their Paſter,fo2 they ſhall dꝛead and 
feare me like a falſe viſage. And then the Perchant ſmi⸗ 
led at the woꝛds of kſop, ind returned back to zenas, aſk⸗ 
ing him how he would ſell that faire merchandize. Zenas 
ſaid vnto him, give me thirty pound oꝛ thꝛer pence 
foꝛ him: foꝛ J wot well that no man will buy him: and 
then the Merchant paid foz him as much as he was wel 
content with, and kſop went with his Maſter beck 
countrey. And as he entred into honſe he ſaw the chi 

dꝛen lying in the lap oftheir mother, then ſaid £ſop to the 
Merchant, Now ſhalt thou haue "ben that 1 


haue p2omiled, foꝛ ſince theſe little childꝛen haue ſeene 
me, they have been ſtill and afraid. And then the Per⸗ 
chant ng, bade him to enter, and he ſecing his fels 
lows faire ⁊ pleaſant, ſaluted them er J vou 
my faire fellows. Now when they ſaw Etop they ſaid al, 
we ſhall haue anon a faire perſonage; what will our 
Maſter do to buy ſuch a mart ſo foule and fo defozmed 2 
And their Lo2d anſwered, becauſe that J haue found no 
beaſts to help vou, therefoꝛe J have bug this gallant, 
to help you to beare pour carriage, w part as 
mong you p fardles fo2 to beare. And Eſop ſaid to them, 
O mp god fellows, vc ſee well that J am the leaſt and 
feebleſt,J p:ay you therefore to give me ihe lighteſt bur⸗ 
then : and his fellows ſaid to him, becauſe maieſt 
bare nothing: To whom Hog ſaid, becauſe ye da — 1 | 
| 4 | r 
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labour, it is not meet that J only ſhould br idle, and 
vnp2ofitable to nip Lozd. wa 


How ſop de manded the lighter burthen, but to the d- 


ing he tooke the heavieſt, which was at la the li ight- R 
eſt, and ſo — heguiled his fellowes. 


T2 


che 
ESSE 
then his fellowes beheld and ſaw, they all ſaid that 


a mig. bar pet Jenner his mony, IAE 


ard- might and thus 
mocked dat als ny een at his lodging 
his ws. And were arrined at 
their lodging, their maſter made them to ref;and com 
ban — 40 to bzing gd eo to \ a5 ha 10 he tok 
0 at his panier was emp⸗ 
And when they had well eaten, each of them toke 
bis burthert and Eſop boꝛe leſſe than he — and came 
e 
o muc — 
— — s panier, and went ſb faſt b | 
his fellows that thep knew him not, o that one 
ded, Who he is s that goeth > far befoze vs And ano- 
ther ſaid, it is the croke-backed and connterfeited 
which by his ſubtilty hath deceiued vs that bare 
burthens not conſumed by the wap, but he hat 4 
vovded his burthen and is moꝛe wily we be. 
when they came to Epheſus, the mercham ted his nor 
to the market, and alſo his tine ſrruants to 
kal hie were named Garmaticus, Saltis, and Eſop 
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at a reaſonable pꝛice, there ts a Þhiloſorher named Ex/ 
antus, to whom much people goto learn at a plate cal- 
led Somnon, [cad thy ſervants thither a the Þiloſoxher 
will buy them;and the merchant did wel array Garma- 
ticus and Saltis with new robes,andled them thither foz 
to ſel: but becauſe :ſop was ſo foule and loathſome, he 
was clad in canuas, ⁊ was ſet between the other two 
which were fair, pleaſant, and well favoured me; but 
all they that beheld -ſop were abaſhed becauſe of his 
defoꝛmitv, ſaying: From whence cometh this fellow 2 
And becauſe they ſo wondꝛed at him, he loked all ouer- 
thwartly on them boldly, | 
Of the ſecond ſale of Eſop, 

A Nd when the marketdap came, Erantus the Philos 

ſorher departed out of his houſe, and went to and 
fro thꝛoughout the market, and he ſaw theſe two young 
men, and Eſop ſtanding between them,wherat he mar- 
delled greatiy foz what eauſe the merchant had ſo ſoꝛt⸗ 
ed them, and app2oching to ane of them, he ſaid in this 
manner, Df what country art thon? Ann he anſwered: 
Jamof Cappadoce. And Exantus demanded of him. 
ſaying: what canſt thou do? And he anſwered, J can 
do all things that thou wilt: which anſwer when Eſop 

he laughed, ſhewing his great teeth, and all the 
chollars that were there with Exantus beholding flop 
ls ſoaze laughing,rſhewing his greatteth,they thought 
they ſaw a monſter and not a man, and ſaid to their fel- 
_ lows this great whozſon hath very big teeth. And ſome 
alked what they had ſeene, and they ſaid, that he ſoze 
laughed, and ſhewey them his teeth, and ſome ſaiv 
he laughed nutz but that her was a cold on his teeth: and 
one of them demanded 2e he laughed, calling 
him gentle gallant : and he ſaid what haſt thon to do 
therewith knane- go thy wap: and that ſcholar depart- 
ed all ahmed, following his Baſter. And then Exancus 
demanded the price of Salas: 4 the Perchant ſid She 


"a The liſe of Eſop. 


ſhould pay fo2 him a thouſand pence: & Exantus el | 
ing the price over deare returned to the other fellow £ 

ſaid io him, Df whence art thou: And he ſaid of Lido; x 
Exantus aſked of him, what canſt thou do: And hy ſaid, 
I can do all things that thou werneſt: and when Eſop 
heard theſe woꝛds, he laughed moze then he did beldꝛez 
And when the ſcholars ſaw him laugh again, they ſaid: 
this fellow laugheth at all things. Then. k xantus de- 
manded the pꝛice of G armaticus, and the Merchant ſaid 
thꝛer P. crowns. Which l xantus thought too dear, went 
his way, Then the ſcholars ſaid to their Maſter, Theſe 
ſeruants pleaſe the not: pes, ſatd i xantus: ihey pleaſe 
me well, but tt is oꝛdained in our City, that no ſeruant 
ſhould be bought at ſo high a pzice, vpon a great paine, 
And on of the ſcholars ſaid:ſeeing they that be faire can⸗ 
not be bought, buy him that is foule and dekoꝛmed, tru⸗ 
ly he ſhal do thee ſome ſervice, + the pꝛice he ſhall be ſold 
los, we our ſclves will pay. And Exancus ſaid to them, It 
I ſhould bup this villain p is ſo foule + vriclean,mp wile 
would not be well pleaſed, foꝛ ſhe is fo curious, that ſhe 
may not ſuffcr her ſelf to be ſerued of ſuch a counterteit- 
ed ſervant, And then the ſcholars ſaid, Paſter thou doſt 
many things, with which thy wife ſhall not gain ſay noꝛ 
meddle. Then Exancus ſaidto them, let vs then demand 
nf him ſch it he can do, leſt ſoꝛ default of aſking we ſhould 
loſe our mony, Then Exantus turned him to F ſop & ſaid, 
God ſave the young man: and Eſop laid to him in this 
manner, I pꝛap the grieue me not. Then krantus ſaid. 
to E ſop, ſalute vou. So do I ther, ſaid E ſop. Mel, leave 


.. theſe mocks; ſaid Ex antus, æ anſwer me I ſhall de- 


mand: and he aſked what art thou: and F op anſwered, 
J am of fleſh æ bone. Then Exantus ſaid, J demand not 
that, but where waſt thou bon? and Eſop anſwered, In 
the wamb of my mother: and Eaxarus ſaid, vet I aſk not 
that of the, bat J aſk in what place thou wert bo?n:and 


Eſop ſaid, my mother never told noꝛ aſſuredme, dene 
e 
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the was deliuered ol me in the chamber oꝛ in the hall. 
Then E- antus ſaid, J pꝛay thee tell me what thou canſt 
do? tſop ſaid,nothing, antus ſaid ; What canſt thou do 
nothing? | ſop ſatd no. Whherefoze, ſaid E antus ? Be⸗ 
cauſe ſaid + ſop, my fellows ſay they can do all things, 
and then will they le aue nothing foꝛ me to do. Then ths 
ſcholars were much abaſhed, and had great marnell at 
im, ſaying: This fellow anſwereth by diuine wiſdom, 
there is none to be found that can do all things, and 
therefo:e he laughed. Then k anus ſaid, J pzay thee tel 
me ifthou wilt that J ſhall buy ther: + K op ſaid, That 
— M | AA — thee — 
E, me, open e, de mony, 
and make the bargain. Then the ſcholars ſware by all 
the uo: this fellow ercecdeth our Maſter. Then Kon- 
tus ſaid to him in this manner, It I buy thee, wilt thou 
not run away? then -ſop anſwered, It thou thinke that 
will run away, J councell the not to buy me. Surelp, 
aid E⸗ antus, thou ſave ſt well, but thou art — 2 — 
and de ſoꝛme d. To whom t ſop ſaid, Men onght not only 
to behold p face ofa man, but rather to regardy courage. 
Then E>antus demanded of the Perchant, what ſhall F 
pay foꝛ this E ſop: And the merchant ſaid to him. thou art 
a foliſh merchant to leave theſe faire godly ſeruants, 
and to take him that can do nothing, take one of theſe 
two and let this Aſſe go:and E antus ſatd,J require the 
to fell me what I ſhall pay. Then the Merchant ſaid 
thꝛeeſcoꝛe pence, Then the Scholars told out the mony 
to the Perchant, and thus by this bargain . fop became 
ſeruant vnto E antus. And when the banquers received 
the mony foꝛ the ſale of £ſop, they demanded curiouſly 
who were the buper and ſeller. Then Exancus and the 
Merchant compounded and acco2ded between them, 
that he had not been ſold ſoꝛ ſo much mony, But Eſop 
ſaid to the Banquers, this is he that hath bought mee, 
and this is he that hath ſold meer, which thing they 
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| —j whereto:e J affirme and ſay, that J am free. 


hen the Banquers laughed at his cauillation, and 
_ and received the — Ex antus, fo as much as 
he had bought Eſop. 


How Exantus INES Eſop home to his Wife. 
t ſop followed. 


un ey fy werning 
fatd : This night have J 
and thus his ſervants talked. But his wife ſaid _ 
Where is the fair fellow that ve pꝛaiſe ſo much? 
vou let me ſee him:and Exantus ſaid he is before the. — 


s wife (aid, J ou bz in: and as the 
II y bp 
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be A8 |; 
ſhe was al v, and (nid vnto bum, 
faire Peacock: where is thy taile 2 And 


E 
4 
33 


the. 


Eft yr „Ikt need of a tate, thou 
er ee d then he would have gone a 


Angus that 


1 


Ir 
thou touch me not:x when Eſop entred into þ hauſe. anom 
he was pzeſented to the Ladyze whentheLady faw hi, 
anon ſhe turned to Exantus and ſaid: and inſtead of a 
feruant thou haſt bought a monſter;thzow him out: ard 
Rꝛantus (aid to her, Py w thon oughteſt to be glad x 
topfull, becauſe J haue bꝛought to thee ſo fair + ſo gad a 
ſeru ant: and ſhe ſaid to Exantus, now wot J well t 
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noꝛ plea ant to ſerue the, left therby thou diſhonor thy 
Lozd # huſband, Then ſhe ſaid to :ſop,anoid hence thou 
villain,which art not only defozmed of thy body, but al- 
ſoof thy woꝛds. But J ſhall go my way. Then ſaid Ran 
tus to £ſop, Thou ſeeſt how thou haſt angred my Wife, 
ſee thou pleaſe her; and Eſop ſaid, it is no ſmall thing 
to pleaſe the ire of a woman, but a great thing, E+an- 
tus ſaid to E ſop, ſpeake no moꝛe, foꝛ J haue 2 thee 
to make peace, and not to make debate and ſtrite, 
| How Exantus brought Eſop into 4 Garden, 
E Xantus bade E ſop take a pannier,and follow him into 
the Garden. And Fantus ſaid to the Gardiner, Giue 
vs of thy herbs : and the gardiner cut off the herbs in 


diuers places, and dclinered them to Eſop, and he tooke 


them, and Ex antus paid foꝛ them: and then he was de- 
parting, the gardner ſaid to him, Paſter, J p:ay the that 
thou wilt aſloile me a queſtion: Mell, ſaid Exantus, aſk 
hat thou wilt: and the Gardiner demanded ol him, ſav⸗ 
ing; Paſter, what is the — — the herbs that be 
not laboꝛed, grow faſter + ſoner then they that be curi⸗ 
ouſly laboured? This queſtion anſwered kxantus, that 
they came by ſome pꝛovidence by which the things were 
b:ought foꝛth. When op heard this anſwer he began to 
laugh. And #xanrus ſaid to him; Thou villaine, laugheſt 
thou me to ſcozn- and ſop ſaid, J mock thee not, but him 
that hath learn d thee thy Pitloſophy ; what ſolution 
halt thou made: What is that that :ommeth of Di⸗ 
e Pꝛouidence : A child of p kitchin will make as god « 

an anſwer. E antus then ſaid to 2 6 make thou then a 
better ſolution. * ſop ſaid vnto him, It thou command me 
I ſhall gladly. E antus ſaid vnto him; It appertaineth 
not to him that 1 bet things ok difficulip, to tudge rude 
things + ruſticall, but J haue a ſeruant here which ſhal 
infozm and give the ſolution of thy queſtion, if thou wilt 
requeſt him. And the Gardner replyed. Can this vil⸗ 
liaine palliard that is ſo greatly defozmed, * 
| is 
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this queſtion? Then the Gardner ſaid to t ſop, haft thou 
knowledge of ſuch things? And E\op ſaid, Yea truly, 
moꝛe then all the men in the woꝛld. Fo2 thou requireſt 
wherefoze the hearbs that be not laboured, grow ſwner {} 
than they that be ſown + laboured? E ſop replyed, Take. 
heed to my anſwer: foꝛ as a woman that hath bin a wid- 
dow, and hath had childꝛen by her firſt huſband that is | 
dead, and after was married to another man which hath | 
had childꝛen of another Wife befoze : and vnto the chil- . 
9 the is a mother, and to the other 
en, ſhe is but a ſtep-mother. Thus there is a diffe- | 
rence between her own childzen, 4 that other womans. {| 
Foz her childzen ſhe hath nouriſhed peaccably, and 
other in anger and wꝛath. In this manner it is of | 
earth; ſhe is mother of the hearbs that grow without la- 
bour, and is but ſtep-mother to the hearbs that grow by 
_—_ and 12 1 Ar 5 caſes 
me of much P 3 ero2e J pray 8 0 
bearbs that be in mp Garden at all times, and when 


vou liſt 
Hew Eſop did beare the Preſent, 

O Natime, when tbe ſcholars had been in the audi, 
toꝛy with Ex antus, one ofthe ſcholars dreſt pꝛecious 
meats foꝛ the ſupper of Ex antus and others: and when 
they were at ſupper Exancus toke of the beſt meats, and 
them in a platter, and ſaid to Eſop, Do bear this to 
that lones me beſt; And Eſop thought in himſelf,now 
is it time to a me beſt on my Miſtris. And when 
be came home into the Hall, he ſaid to his Piſtris : Ma⸗ 
dame, bewar e 5 pe eat not of this meat. And his Lady 
laid, J wot well alwaies that thou art a great fole. Eſop 
ſaid to her, Exantus hath not commandedme to giue it to 

thee, but to her that loueth him beft. 3 
eee 

, oher: 02 

lent thee this pꝛecious meat: Then the wit of _ 
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went into chamber and began to we. And Eſp re 
turned to x he aſked 1 95 40 love fared: 
he (aid, — ; tAll the meat that J haue ſet before 
Ea — eaten it. And a xantus ſaid, what laid ſhe: x 


, the ſayeth nothing, but defiveth fo 
EE —1 well — — — — 
all be at 
A 


men (hall haue moſt to do: Hop (add, 
day of tudgment. The ſcholars hen 
— ine is full of anſwers, and w⸗ 
orth the ſhape and ade ne 
2 ng. e 

both bathcry and brav: Aud 
Eſo = and (awd : — — it r 

ſheare ſheepe, weneth, a 
1 becauſe th bn — and cherefme 


And he ſaid vatoher, 2 mA 
nd eo ho ber, ay trwned her back te 


- tauſe he knew nothing there 
meat hath Eſo to 

All. — 5 be , Ge anne E⸗ 
{op a platter full ot p2ecious meat, and the ſaid 


manded ito whom halt 
— Nl to her the 
like e s thou commandeſt me. And Exapcus Ne bh: 


and 


y 


res | 


o 
* 


arenen . 


r 
, 


— 


hound ae thee, Exantus Alt heaup foꝛ his wines 
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gang pen al fa thou not what he ſaith J vnder 
an 
but 


well, ſaid he, but hir gave to me nothing» 
* it to ben 2 ——— turned to 5 
ſop, fo — t dine, to whom 

thou bone the meat J delinered to 7 Ny r 
{wered, to 2 that loucd thee beſt, And k antus bo⸗ 
mandeth the e And kſop called dhe ſittls 
= and Ay is is the, fo: the loue of thy vile is 


nought ; fo: if ſhee be a little angry, incontinent 
1 thee, and ſpeaketh ANN vnto — 
that loueſt 882 ſav, J o from the 
leone fo go nd if this 88 go ee | 
againe, and e cometh ane king thee cheere, and 
therefore eſt to ſay to thy Wile, and not to 
her that loveth beſt. Then Exancus ſaid to Ks 
wife, thou ſeeſt his fellow is a railer a an tun 
of woꝛds, and therefoꝛe haue patience, fo? Gal 
cauſe to avenge thee; and beat hun. And Gee ſaid 
what than wilt, foꝛ J ſhall neuer haue moꝛe to _—_ 
him, and after that thy hound, fo2 J all go wy: : 
nd without ſaving farewell, the went fo 
bene And Exantus was angry and ſozrowtul if 
her departing: and ſop ſaid to hitn,now ſceſt thou wel 
that thy wife that is gone loueth thee not, but this little 


depmrting: pꝛaped her to recurne, but it auailed not: 
the mo2e a woman is paved, the moꝛe the is obſti⸗ 
nate, and will do the contraryv. 


How Eſop made his Lady come 
home againe. 


dbecanſe Exantus was angry fo: the departing 

AF his wile, ſop ſaid to tohun, Paſt ben be not Angry, 

fo2 without p:aving. J hall returne, 

come again anbidden. So that ſbe wall mor av 
ly, e,and obedient to e Küche e 


euer e was befo2s, And e 
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ket and bought capons and many other pullen, and as 
he bare them palling by the houſe where his miſtreſſe 
was, it happaed that one of the ſeruants of the houſe 
came out. And kſop demanded ot him, haue ye ſent 
no hing to the wedding of my Lo2d 2 To vhat wed⸗ 
ding, ſaid the ſeruant 2 Unto the wedding of .E.antus 
ſaid E ſop, foꝛ to mozrow he ſhall wed a wife. And a- 
non he — _ on — ms and ſaid 1 —— 
tus wife ; Madam there be new tidings. What be t 
ſaid ſhe : Exantus ſhall haue a wife and be married, and 
fo:thwith incontinent ſhe departed and came home to 
the houſe of Exantus crying: Now know I the troth, 
and whereloꝛe thou madeſt this great villain to ang 
me, becauſe thou wouldeſt take another wife,” but 
ſhall keepe the well therefo:e, fo2 as long as J line 
ſhall neuer woman come here, Exantus be thou ſare, 
Then was kxantus joyfull fo: to haue againe his wife; 
and gaue Eſop great thanks, 
How Exantus ſent Eſop to the market;to buy the beſt meat 
he could get, and how he bought nothing but rongues, 
A Nd alittle while afcer, :xantus had his ſcholars 
to dinner with him, and ſaid vnto kſop, go anon to 
the market, and buy vs of the beſt meat thou canſt 
find, And kſop went to the market and thought in him- 
felfe, now ſhall J ſhew that Jam no foole, bnt wife, 
And when kſop came to the market, he bought the 
tongues of Swine and Oren, and dight them with 
Unmeger, and ſet them on the table, and the ſcholars 
ſaidto -xantus, Thy dinner is full of Philoſophy, And 
Exantus ſaid to ſop, bꝛing vs our meat, and t ſop 
b:onght them moze tongues arraid in another man- 
ner, that is to wit, with Garlick and Onions. Then 
ſaid the ſcholars, theſe tongues be well dꝛeſt, fa: one 
differeth from another; and Exantus bade Eſop bꝛing 
other meat. And ſop bought vet foꝛth tongnes. 
Then were the ſcholars angry, and ſaid, wilt thoual⸗ 
waies gine vs tongues 2 And Exantus all angry in his 
courage 


* 
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caurage, ſaid to E ſop, what other me at haſt thou oꝛdai⸗ 
ned fo2 vs: And k ſop laid none other. Then Ev antus . ſaid 
to 3 great headed villain, ſaid J not to thee that 
thou thouldſt buy of the beſt meat that thou couldſt 
find-ſo haue I ſaid F ſop, and thanked be God that here 
is a Philoſopher, fo: J would fatne know of ihe P hi⸗ 
loſopher what 1s better then a tongue ; fo2 certainly all 
Art, all doctrine, and all Philoſophy, be notified by 
the tongne, without the which there could be no joy oz 
company am nu men; fo: by it the lawes are declared, 
by it the good receive pꝛaiſe, the cuill rebukes, the ſo2- 
rowfull comtoꝛt, the fœliſh inſirucion,the wiſe men 
knowledge, and finally, the greateſÞpart of the life of 
mottallmen is in the tongue, and thereloꝛe there is no- 
thing better then the tongue, noꝛ no hing moze pꝛoſt⸗ 
table vato men. Then ſaid the ſcholars, thou doeff 
wꝛong to be angry, fo2 kſop ſaith right well. And alter 
all theſe wozds, they roſe fcom the table And on the 
mozrow aller, antus excuſing himſelf in their courſe 
fare,deſired them to come again to ſuper, they ſhould 
haue other fare: and Eo antus ſatd to I ſop in the pꝛeſence 
sf them that were there; go to the market, and buy the 
woꝛſt meat. that thou caſe find, loꝛ all my freinds 
{ball ſup here with me. So :ſop without troubling ol 
himſelf, went into the butchery + bought again tongues 
and dighc them as he did befoze ; and when hey 2 
to ſupper, he ſerued them with tongues as he did 
foꝛe . And the ſcholars ſaid, be we come againe to the 
tongues - And becauſe the ſcholars were not pleaſed, 
Exantus ſatd to E ſop, thou art a great headed villaine; 
ſaid J not tu thee thou ſhould ſt buy the woꝛſt meat that 
thou couldeſt find? So haue J done ſaid t ſopʒſbꝛ what 
is wozle oꝛ moze venimous then an evill tongue? By 
the tongue men periſh, by the tongue they fal inta pas 
verty,by the tongue cities are deſtroyed , by the 
commeth much harme, Then ſaid one of them that lat 
at the fable;E»anrus it thou ſetthy mind upan this * 
2 g 
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he wil bring thee out of thy wit, foꝛ he ſheweth well by 

his faſhions that he is knauiſh: and like as he is de- 
Comed of his bobp! ſo is he of his conditions. And E- 
ſop ſaid to him, thou art a make-bate, for thou makeſf 
{rife betwirt the aſter and the ſeruant, and weeneſt 
thou to be moze curious then other? And Exantus foz 
to find cauſe to beat Eſop, ſaid ah, great headed'vil- 
laine, becauſe thou calleſt the Þiloſopher curious, go 
get me a man that careth fo: nothing, that is to ſay, 
one that is nothing curious noꝛ diligent, 


How Eſop went out and found one that 
cared for nothing, 


Sop departed and went out of lace, be | 
E 5 — if he con ft art man tht was 
not curious noꝛ cared fo2 nothing the rae — 

efpied a great villaine ff es, 


and whiſtling mouth, to whom Ales 
I Lo2d — 1 to — and vine with 
which anon roſe,» wit 1 — any woꝛd, and 


— 1 into the houſe and not ſaying God 
fpeed yon, ſate downe at the to . And =>antus ſaid 


— 
EY 


nt we may 1 an 2 — and 
id you, 


. 1 * ro have —＋ ti —4 — 
(ail e had cauſe to en Eſop. 
= the Lady tooke water and put it in a baſon, and 
began to waſh the — — feet. And howbeit that ſhe 
was his Lady: yet this villaine thought, this Lov 
will dome ſome woꝛſhip, and ſaffered to waſh his 
feet, without ſaping any word. And Exantus ſaid to 
his wife, dame give him dꝛinke. And the villaine ſaid 
to himlelte, iis well wozthy that J dzinke firſt, any 
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he tooke the piece and deanke as much as he might. 
And Es antus twke the Platter with the Fith; and ſet 
befo2e him. And the villain ſtrained no curteſie, but 
eat every moꝛſell. And Ex antus faid unto: the cooke, 
this fiſh is not well dreſt. Then krantus com- 
manded the Cooke to be beaten. And the Uillain faid to 
himſelf, this fiſh is wel dight, and the Cooke is beater 
heut cauſe, bu! J care nat, fo that J may fili my 
belly, and J ſhall alway cat and ſay nothing. #xantus 
ſaid unto the Cook,bzing in a Tart,and incontinent as 
a tart was bꝛought, the Uillain bꝛake it in peeces, and 
without any wo2ds he began io eat thereof, And Ex 
antus beho ding hun how he eate, called the Cooke, 
and ſaid, this tart is ebill baked and hath no ſavour. 
And the Cooke ſaid if I made it, it is well dꝛeſt, and if 
it be none of —_— not in me but in thy 
wife. Exantus ſatd, Then and if nw ile hath made it, 
I ſhal burne her alive; and bade hi wife ſhe | rot 
anfwer, becauſc he would find cauſe to beate Eſop: 
and then ſaid E antus to one of his ſeruants, go fetch 
ſome wood and buſhes to burne my wife: and this 
ſaid he to ſee if the villaine would riſe to ſaue her from 
burning; and the villaine ſaid to himſelfe, this mau 
will burne his wife without caufe. Then ſaid he vn⸗ 
to Exantus .; Sir, if thou wilt burue thy wife, abide a 
——._ eee 
burne chem both together. * xaotus hauing heard theſe 
e og 
careth 102 no | 1 g bop 
vanquifhed me, but now tet it ſuffice thee, font h 
fo:th, if thou wilt ſerve me truly, thou (halt ſofter re- 
turne into thy liberty. Then Eſop ſaid vnto him, A 
{hall ferue thee ſo now as thou wert neuer better ſer- 
ved. Now thace daies after Exancus ſaid to Eſop, Ge 
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b-canſe he knew him, he ſaid to Eſop, whether goeſt 
thou great head - i ſop ſaid vnto him J wot not: be- 
cauſe he weened he mocked hin, the Judge counnand⸗ 
ed him to pziſon:and as he was led he ſaid to the judge, 
loe I faid fo the wel, that J wiſt not whether J went: 
fo2 J ſuppoſed thou wouldeſt not have put me in p:t- 
fon. And the Judge began to ſmile, and ſaid to thenr 
Wh | that led him, let him go. And as kſop went to the baine 
"I he ſaw a great company of men which were there 
4 leaping, and there lay a ſtone at the entry dooze, at 
| which they ſtumbled and hurt their fet, and there 
N was one that entred in and ſtumbled thereon, and a- 
none he tooke it away. becauſe p there ſhould no moꝛe 
be hurt thereat. Afcer Eſop returned home to his ma⸗ 
ſer E antus, and ſaid that there was but one man in 
the baine : Fantus then ſaid to Eſop, take ſuch things 
as be needfull foꝛ vs and let vs go thither : and when 
they were come to the bane, he ſaw a great company, 
und ſaid to flop, now art thou wozthy to be beater, 
fo2 thou ſapdeſt to me there was but one man, and 
there be mo2e then a hundꝛeth. And Eſop ſaid to him, 
there is but one man, and if thou wilt heare me, thou 
thalt ſay that J ſay troth : fbꝛ that ſtone which thou 
ſeſt at the entry of the bath, all that paſſed by, ffum- 
bled at the ſtone, and none was ſo wiſe fo take if a- 
way but this one man, and therefoꝛe J ſav, that there 
was no man but he, foz all the other are but childꝛen 
and ignoꝛant. And Ex antus ſaid to him, thou haſt wel] 
excuſed the: and Exantus found no cauſe to beat Eſop, 


Of the anſwer that Efope made to 

| A | 

A Fter that Exantus had waſhed him, he went home- 
2 ward, and as he went he purged his belly and 
eaſed him by the way, and Eſop was beſide with a 
paile full of water. And Exantus ſaid to Eſop,wherfoze 
is it, that when a man hath ealed him, and purged 
| his 
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his belly, hc loketh vpon the oꝛdure thereof: And Efop 
anſwered him, and ſatd : There was in tines paſt a 
Philoſopher that ofc purged his belly, and fo? feare 
that he ſhould lere his ſcience, euer looked and beheld 
if he voided it with his filth oꝛ oꝛdure when he had pur⸗ 
ged his belly; and fo euer after men looked when they 
purged their bellics what they voided ; but thou ought- 
eſt not to doubt thereof, fo2 thou haſt no wit noꝛ ſcience 
to leſe; fo: to a fooliſh demand belongeth a fooliſh 
auſwer. And on the mozrow nexi following, as Exan- 
tus was ſet at the table with all his freinds, holding a 
cup with wine in his hand, his hand thoke fo? feare of 
the queſtions that men asked him. And bop ſaid, 
Maſter, ionyſius ſaith, that good wine hath thzee ver⸗ 
tues, the firſt is volaptnouſneſſe, the ſecond is glad- 
neſſe, and the third is that it maketh men fwleg —— 

out of their wits « wherefo2c J pꝛay thee let vs dzinke 
and make good cheere : and becauſe that Exantus mag 
then almoſt d2unke (fo2 he had well dꝛunken) he ſaid 
to Eſop, hold thy peace, foꝛ thou art a counſelloꝛ ot hell, 
Iſhall auenge me on thy ſclfe, 


How Ex antus promiſed to drinke all the 
water in the Sea, 

A Nd then one of the ſcholars, ſeing that Ea.ntus 

had dꝛunke enough, and was charged with oner- 
much wine, ſaid vnto him, my maſter, J aske of thee, 
ifa man map dꝛinke the ſea⸗ Wherefo:e not, ſaid Ex- 
antus 2 J my ſelfe ſhall dzinke it well. Then ſatd 
Scholar againe, and if thou dꝛinke it not, what wilt 
thou leeſe 2 And Exantus ſaid, My houſe, J am con- 
tent ſaid the Scholar, and againſt the. J will lap an 
hundꝛed crownes on the bargaine ; and this done, each 
of them gaue their pledges, their ſignet of gold, and 
then went home.and on 88 Exantus roſe ont of 
his bed, and ſaw that he had loſt his ring off his finger, 
he fatd to Eſop, knoweſt 3 where mp ring is 3 

4 
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Gro not ſaid Eſop, but well J know fot ccrtaine, 
f 


at this day we ſhalf be put out ot dur houſe. And thy 


ſaid Exantus 2 Eſop ſaid tu him, remembꝛeſt thou not 
the bargain that thou madeſt yeſterday at euen;? @hat 


d2inke all the ſea, and foꝛ gage haſt lefcthy ring of gold? 
and when Ey antus heard theſe words, he was ſoze a⸗ 
baſhed,and ſaid: in what manner ſhall J dzinke all the 
ſea? this may not be, fo? it is unpoſſible ; wherefo:e 
rlop I Pray thee tell me, if it pleaſc thee, how J may 
van 92 bꝛeake this bargaine. And Elop mb, thor 
(half leeſe, but perhaps J thall make that thou halt 
well bꝛeake the bargame ; And the manner of it ⸗ aid 
Eſop )ts this, that when thine aduerſary ſhall require 
thee to fullfill thy pzomiſe, thou ſhalt command ſer⸗ 
ugints that they bing a table, and all ſuch other things 
is neceſſary to be vpon the riuage of the ſea, and 
make the butlers and ſeruants there to abide with thee, 
and befoze all the company thou ſhalt make a peece to 
be waſhed and 9 of the water of the ſca, and 
thalt take it in thy hand, and pꝛay that the Barggine 
may be declared befo2e all the fellowſhip, and ſay thou 
wilt aſſure the pꝛomiſe as well! befoꝛe dꝛinke as after; 
and thus thou ſhalt ſav to all the fellowſhip, My Loꝛds 
of Samie, ye know how yeſterday at euen, I made 
01 zinke up all the water in the ſea. Wut all 


eto 
ye well how many great flouds and riuers come 
+ andfall into the ſea. Therefoze J demand (and as 


r is) that mine aduerſary keep and hold the riuers 
that they enter not into the ſea, and then ſhall J dzinke 

ll the waters in the ſea ; and · ſo the bargaine ſhall be 
bꝛoken and vndone. 


How Exantus excuſed him from his promiſe 
by the counſell of Eſop. 


Xantus then knowing that the counſell of Eſop was 


good, he was full glad, His aduerſary then came 
. | vefo2e 


E 


* 


— ſaid Exantus? Eſop ſaid, that thou art bound ta 
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| befoge Zenas, one of the city, to tell and ſhew the bar- 
ine, and pꝛayed the iudge that ko antus ſhould do that 
h he had pꝛomiſed to do. And Ev antus commandey 
all his ſeruants that they ſhould beare his bed, and his 
table, and all other things that were neceſſary to him 
vpon the rivage of the ſea. And then before all the rom⸗ 
pany he made a piece to be waſhed, and filled it full of 
the water of the ſea, which he tooke in his hand and 
ſaid to his adverſary, declare we now our bargaine : 
and Ey antus then turned him toward the fell ip and 
ſaid, mp K oꝛds of Samy, ye wot well how many floods 
and riuers enter into the ſea, and if my aduerſary will 
hold them ſtill, ſo that they enter no moze into the ſea, 
hon will J dzinke all the water that is in the ſea. 
nd all they that were there began to ſay, Ex antus 
ſaith well. And the aduerſary ſaid to E antus, my mas 
ficr, thou haſt vanquilbed me»; wherefoꝛe 3 — ther, 
that our bargaine may be bꝛoken. Ex antus ſaid J am 
content: and when L antus was turned home into his 
houſe, Eſop did p2ap to him ſaping thus: My maſter, 
becauſe J have howen the at thy nerd, let me now goe 
at my liberty, * 
How Ex antus found cauſe to 
beate Eſop. 

E anus then curſed him, ſaping : great head, vet 
- ſhali thou not eſcape fre no2 go from me: go thor, 
ſe and behold befoze the gate if thou canſt efpte two 
crowes together, and then come againe and tell me,foz 
the ſight of two crowes one nigh the other is good foꝛ⸗ 
tune, but the ſight of one alone is evill foztinte, And 

as i ſop went out of the houſe, he ſaw tino crowes 
on a tre, wherefoze he ſoon returned again and told 
his Paſter. But as kx antus went out of the houſe, 
the one of them flew away, then ſaid he, ah great head, 
where be the two crowes that thou 2 Andezſop- 
faid, as J went to call thee, the one flew away. And 
Exantns ſaid, ah. thou crooke-backed knaue, 23 
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thus thy manner to mock me: but thou ſhalt not thus 
ſcape ſcot⸗free, wherefoze he commanded him to undoe 
his clothes, that hee might be beaten ; and as the men 
were beating him, E>antus was called to dinner and 
then Eſop (aid, alas, how much miſerable am J: foꝛ J 

hace ſeene two crowes and pet am J beaten, and e. an- 
tus Which ſaw but one, is called to dainty fare: ſnrely 
there is none to whom the birds bee ſo contrary as to 
me. And when kx antus heard him, he much marueiled 


— » 
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at the ſubtilty of his wit, and commanded to leaue 


beating him. And within a while after, * antus ſaid 
to * Goe thou and dreſſe vs ſome meat to our din⸗ 
ner, fo2 all theſe Koꝛds ſhall dine with me, and l ſop 


went to the market and bought all that he could bup, 


and it was ready, he b2ought it into the —_ ; 
e 


chere he found his Miſtris lying on the bed 

wherefo:ze he awaked her and ſaid : Madam, pleaſe it 
vou, to take heed of this meat that the dogs and cats 
eat it not, foꝛ I muſt goe into the kitchin again: and 
ſhe ſaid to him; Goe where thou wilt, foꝛ my buttocks 
haue cyes. And when k ſop had made ready all the o⸗ 


ther meats, he bꝛought them into the Hall, and found 


his Piſtris faſt aſleep with her buttocks towards the 
table,; and becauſe ſhe ſaid that ber buttocks had eyes, 
Efop tooke up her clothes, ſo as every man might ſce 
ber tayle ; and thus he left her fleeping. 


How Exantus found his wite 
all: d ſcovered. 

A Nd when Ex antus and his Schollars came to 

Dinner, they perceived his wife as ſhe was lleep⸗ 
ing her buttocks all bare and naked. Wlith great 
Hame E antus turned his fate toward kſop, ſaping 
knaue, what is this: And Eſop ſaid; my Lo2d as J 
did put the meat upon the table, J pzaped my Lady 
that ſhe would keep it from the dogs, and ſhe anſwe- 
red, that her buttocks. had. eyes; and becauſe * 
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ter ſlecping, J diſconered ber buttocks, to the intent 


that her battocks might the better ſec, and look about. 
Then x; antus rcplyed unto him, ah thou ſhrewd and 
crook-backed villam, oft haſt thou ſerucd me ſuch kna- 
viſh tricks: What wozſe thing can{thou doe tome, 
than to mock both me and my wife alſo 2 but the time 
will come that 4 ſhall make thee dye an evill death. 
And a while after, }xancus ſaid to + ſop: Looke well 
that no fooles enter into my houſe, but only the Oꝛa⸗ 
toꝛs and Philoſophers. t ſop ſet him ſelf beſide the 
Gate, and as ene ofthe Philoſophers ſhould haue en- 
tered, +ſop began to g2m and ſay, come in ihou dog; 
and the Philoſopher thinking he had derided him, all 
woth, went his wap: and thus did many oiher. But 
at the laſt, came there one tbat was very ſubtile, to 
whom +ſop did as he had done to che other: and he 
that was wiſe anſwered him ſwertly, and then E ſop 
did let him enter into the Houſe, and anon he went a- 
gain to his Loꝛd and ſaid, No Pjiloſopher is come 
to the Gate but this one, wherefoze Exantus thought 
all the other had mockt him, and was very angzy. 
On the mozrow as they met with +> antus, they (aid 
to him thus E:antus, thou mockedſt vs well yeſter- 
day: foꝛ he that kept the gate caſt gn us a ſhꝛewd loke, 
and called vs Dogs: fo2 auſe kxantus was 
moꝛe tꝛoubled than he was befor c. And anon he cal- 
led #ſop and ſaid to him; Ooe thou c2ok-backed 
counterfeited and falſe churle; they whom thou ſhoul- 
deſt haue receiued with worſhip + g2cat honour, thoſe 
thou haſt vitupered and mocked. Eſop ſayd unte 
him, Thou chargedſt and commandeſt me, 'that J 
ſhould let none enter into thy bouſe but wiſe —— 
phers. And ev antus ſayd : Ah falſe face, and crok⸗ 

ed naue, be not theſe wiſe Philoſorhers - No 
certainely replyed =ſop z fo: when J bade tf 
enter into thy houſe, they entered not, but like foles 
went their wayes again, with out ſaying any 2 


26 
but this one anfwered wiſely ; and ther etfoꝛe J repute | 
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and allow him a ſage and wiſe Ihiloſoßher ; and 
other as fooles ; fo? a foole is he that takethany li 
thing in anger. And then all the Samians and Philoſo- 
pers that were there, app2oned the anſwer of Eſop, 


and they marnelted much at his wildome. 


How Eſop found a treaſure, and how Ex- 
antus made him to be put in 
| priſon, 

A ——_—_ a while after, as Exantus and Eſop 

e together beholding the great ſepulchers oz 
fombes, and the Epitaßchs of ancient folke, Eſo p per- 
teiued an arch that was nigh to a colnmne, bats the 
which men went vnto by foure ſteps ; thither he went, 
and without any conſonance he (aw letters waitten, 
after the manner following AG1QFEITA. Then 
Zſop called his maſter and ſaid vnto him: My L 
what betokeneth theſe Letters- Exantus looked and be 
held them well, and knew not what they ſhould ſigni⸗ 
fle : wherefoꝛe he laid to Efop, tell me what theſe let- 
ters ſignifte, and Eſop ſaid, my Lom, if I ſhew thee a 
faire 3 _ reward ſhall J = 3 1 ExX/ 
antus (aid, haue thag-a god courage, fo Þ ſhall giue 
ther freedome, andFdertie, and halfe of the treaſure : 
and ar on ? ſop went downe the foure ſteps, and ſo deep 
he delued at the foot of the colunme, that · he found the 
hidden treaſure : which anon he b2ought vp to his Lo2d 
and ſaid : My Lo2d, J p:ay the that thou wilt do vn⸗ 
to me as thou haſt pzomifed : and Exantus faid to him, 
fo: ener thon haſt liberty apd freedome, thou muſt 
tearne me how thou tm this Science; fo2 the vn- 

erffanding thereof, ſhall be moze p2ecions vnto me 
Han to haue all the treaſure : and -fop ſaid, he that had 
s treaſare, had ſpecifted it by the letters which is 

wiitten in Latine, Aſcende gradus iſtos quatuor, 
odids & invenies Thefanrum auri, | Then 
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How Exantus delivered ? ſop out of priſon, and 
how Eantus promiſed him freedome 
and libertie. 


A Fer that =+antus was returned home againe , 
1 


naruelled greatly at the wiſdome of =ſop, but 
fo2 the liberty and krerdome which he demanded, he 
was angry, and dzeading the tongue of r ſoy made him 
to be put in pꝛiſdn. Then ſaid Etop, this is a faire pzo- 
miſe of a Wiloſoxher, Thou woteſt well how thou pꝛo⸗ 
miſed'ſt vnto me fraedome and liberty, but in ſtead 
thereof J am put into pꝛiſon. When as E antus heard 
him ap ſv; he revoked and ors ſentence, and 
made him to be delinered, and after ſaid vnto him, It 
thou wilt be put to thy liberty; hold thy toungue in 
peace, and accuſe me no moꝛe. And ſop ſaid do what 
thou wilt, foz whether thou wilt oz no, thou ſhalt ſhozt- 
ly ſet me at liberty. That ſame time fell a marnellous 
thing within the citiv of Samie,JFo2 as men plavd _ 
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the Common: and publique Playes; as vet they be 
accuſtomed to doe in many god Cities, an Eagle ſud⸗ 
denly flew thꝛough all the company of people, and 
toke and bare away with him, the Ring and Seale of 
ſoveraignty and puiſſance of all that Tity, and let it 
fall into the pit of a man who was not in liberty: fo? 
which deed and token, all the people of Samie mar- 
bailed gꝛeatly, and there aroſe a great rumor in 
the City among the people. Foz much they were 
doubtfull of ſome perſ@cution, and wiſt not what 
the thing might fignifte, whreto:e they were in great 
doubt and heauineſſe. | | | 
Wheretoze incontinent they came toward Fantus 
as unto him which they held fo2 the moſt ſage and 
wiſe man of the City of Samie, and demanded of 
him what this marnell ſignified, and alſo what was 
likelp to fall thereby, Exantus was ignorant, and 
knew not the ſiqnification of this maruerll , whereup- 
on he demanded of the people time and ſpace foꝛ to 
e hereupon an anſwer. E antus then was in great 
heauinelle, becauſe he wiſt not that to ſay to this thing 
and E ſop ſeeing him fo heauy and ſo full of ſoꝛrow, ſaid 
vntg him. My Paſter, why art thou ſo heauy in thy 
rotintenance 2 leaue ſozrow and take wich thee toy 
and'gladnelle, give me the charge to anſwer the Sami⸗ 
ans. and to mor zow thou ſhalt ſay to them theſe. Woꝛds, 
Mp Lozds of Samia, J amno Divine, noꝛ Inter⸗ 
peter ofthe maruailous things that be to come, ne- 
uertbeleſſe, A haue a ; ſeruant in my houſe, which 
as he ſaith) can tell theſe things, it it pleaſe you, 
I ſhall make him come befoze pou, and then by my 
Counſell if I can ſatisfte all the fellowip, thou (hal: 
therefoze receiue and haue wozſhip, glory and p2ofit 
and if J cannot ſatisfie them thou ſhalt be delivered to 
grea: infamy and ſhame, and J ſball be rebuked, and 
— to gzeat ſhame: then Exantus hauing histruſt in the 
Dꝛds of Eſop, went on the morzow to the gꝛeat pag 
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| of Samie, aſſembled there the People. t wentvp on 


high whereas the Judg was wont to ſit: & as 5 — 
learned of his ſeruant top, ſo he declared there beloꝛe 
the Samians. The which things when he had ſaid, ther 
p:ayed him that he would cauſe his ſeruant to come be- 
foze them. And anon *ſop came thither, and as he 
ſtod befoze all the company, all the people preſent lok- 
ed and beheld hun with gꝛeat maruell, becauſe he was 
defozmed and croked of body, and ſaid,Loke here is 
faiꝛe perſon, able to be a ſure Diuine, and went a 
mocked him. And Eſop being then on the higheſt 
part of all the place, began to make a ſigne with his 
hand vnto all the people, to the end they ſhould hold 
their peace and kep ſilence ; and then he ſpake vnto 
them in this manner. 
My Loads, fo2 what cauſe laugh ye and ſcoꝛn me foz 
my fozm 2 know ye not, that men muſt not lok in the 
face ofa man, to ſæ and behold of what figure oꝛ fozn 
he is of; but only to know wiſedom 2 Alſo men aug 
not to take hæd ofthe Ueſſell, fo2 oft a foul Ueſſell is 
full of god Mine. And vhen the Samians heard theſe 
woꝛds, they ſavd tor ſop, Af thou canſt giue vs god 
counſell foꝛ all the — — the common people, we 
£ . E. 
nd then Eſop hauing truſt a confidence in his wil⸗ 
dom ſaid thus: Foꝛtune (which loueth diſſention) hath 
this day put ⁊ ſet debate & ſtrif between the Loꝛd + the 
ſeruant ; fo2 he that ſhall vanquiſh,ſhall not be paid noꝛ 
rewarded after his deſarf. Foz if the Lo2d get the vi- 
Rory, I that am his ſervant ſhall get no liberty, as 
right requireth, but J ſhall be beaten and curſed, and 
mipꝛiſoned: wherfoze if ye will that J gine a full ſolu⸗ 
tion of that ye demand, I ask and require pon that ye 
doe make me free, and ſet me again into mp liberty, 
to the intent that with truſt, confitence, and audacity, 
I may ſpeak to vou: and J pꝛomiſe + aſſure you that I 


_ tball hewyon (to your p2ofii)the true ſignification and 


plaiie 
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And they all ſaid with an equall voice, he aſketh a 
thing very reaſonable and iuſf-, wherefo:e txantus | 
{hall make hem fre, and giue him his liberty as reaſon | 
is. Which thing when Exancus heard, he refuſed to do. 
And the Lo2b of the authozity publike, ſaid vato him, 
Exantus, I thou wilt not obey to the people, I ſhall 
bp my obne autho:ity, take him out of thy ſeruice, 
— ſhall ſet him at liberty, and make hum equall with 

be. 
how Eſop was reſtored unto his liberty by the 
will of his Maſter. 


A Sonnet that Exantus was required of all his 
einds, that he ſhould reſtoꝛe and put -ſop into 
liberty, he ſaid to Eſop, albeit it is not my good will, | 
J gine the liberty. And anon he that made the 
lamatian, went into cuery place Where ſuch Pꝛo⸗ 
ſhould be made, and pzo laimed, Exancus had 
giuen free liberty to op. And when chis was done, 
+ſop went into the midſt of all the fellowſhip, and 
made a ſigne his hand, that euery one ſhould keep 
ſence, and after ſaid, Py Lords of Samie, the Ca | 
which is king aboue all of birds, as the king is a- | 
boue the peap „this bird taken away the effect 
am ſeale of your Governor : This betokeneth and 
at a king tall aſk and demand your liber- 
ty, and deſtroy pour lawes. And when the Samians 
heard theſe wo2ds, they were abaſhed, and anon came 
| with letters, and demanded after the 
of the Samians. The meſſenger was brought 
befoze the coun(cll of the towne, to whom he pꝛeſented 
25 letters, containing the ſentente following. Craſſus 
ing of Lindians to the Senate and common people of | 
Samy greeting, and commanding vou, that you do to 
me obepfance, and pay me tributes, which if you re⸗ 
fue to doe, J ſhall put you to death and burne your | 
towns. Wereat the Samians were much abaſhed, = 
m2 | 
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fo2 feare willing to obey unto him. But nevertheleſſe; 


| firſt they went to k op, and p2aycd him to ſay thereof 
his minde. The which ſaid : p Los of samy, aibeit 


that J would pee inclined to obey the King of Lindy, 
nevertheleſſe, to the intent that J may counſel yen that 
which is necdfull, and foz the publike wealthand pꝛo⸗ 
fit, J do you to know, that Foꝛtune in this moztall life 
doth ſhe w two things, and two manner of waves: The 
one is liberty, whereof the beginning is hard and dif 
ficult, but the end of it is god z caſte.The other part is 
ſervitude, whereof the * is eaſie, but the end 
therof is * t bitter. And when the Samians heard 
-= woꝛds, knowing that they tended to the good of 
the common wealth, they conſented to take the advice 
of Eſop, and ſaid altogether , becanſe that wer be in li⸗ 
berty, wer will not be ſervants unto any man: and 
with this anſwer ſent againe the mefenger ta Craqus. 
And when p King heard this anſwer,he was w2oth, £ 


gathered all his men of war, and all the nobles ofhis 
; realme, and pꝛepared a great army to deſtroy the a⸗ 
mians, The which thing he might haue bꝛought about 
had not the meſſenger bm, which ſaid unto him, Night 


| Deere ſir, thou mayeſt not be auenged on the Samians fg 


long as they haue Eſop with them, which in all their 
ataires and deeds helpeth and counſelleth themzwher⸗ 
foe it is neceſſary that thou ſend an Embaſſador unto 
the <amians,that they ſhall ſend thee kſop, and that thou 
wilt pardon and foꝛgiue them their trefpaſſe; foꝛ it thou 
mapeſt haue ? ſop, they of Samy be in thy hands. And 
the King ſuddenly ſent &mbaſſadozs to them of Samy, 
the which Embaſſadozs applyed and ſet ther witts, to 
ſhew unto the Senate of Samy the will of their Low 


| Crafſus : and ſaid that they ſhould ſend Eſop ſpeedily 


unto him: and when Eſop underſtod what the Ling de- 
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[ manded,he ſaid to de ung, 8 Los, it pleaſeth me 
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e King, but befoze J go J will tell 
C How 


well to go toward 
you a Fable, 
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How the Wolues ſent their Embaſſadours 
to the ſheepe. 


IJ Þ time when beaſts could ſpeake, the Wolves | 


made warre againſt the Sheepe, and berauſe the 
Sheepe might not keepe them, noz hold againſt the 
Walues, they demanded helpe of the Dogges, by the 
which the Sherpe made the Wolties to returne back; 
ward. And becauſe the Molues could noꝛ might not 
get noꝛ haue any pzep,-noz winne nothing vpon the 
eepe, becauſe of the dogs that kept them, the wolues 
na time ſent an E@mbaſſado2 vnto the ſheepe, fo? to 
ue perpetuall peace with them: and fo2 to haue 
e, the Wolues went and demanded, that foz to 
cſthew all ſiſpition, the Dogs ſhould be giuen to the 
olues 02 clſe deſtroyed fo euer. And the Sheepe 
as fooles, in hope of peace and conco2d, conſented to 
their demand. And when all the dogs were flaine, the 
wolues tooke vengeance vpon the ſhcepe, as dayly ap- 
eth. When Eſop rehearſed this fable, the 5amians 
etermined among themſelues, that £ſop ſhould not go 
toward the King. 


How Eſop obeyed not the Samians, but 
| went toward the King. | | 
' Sop obeyed not the will of the >amians, but went 
with the ©mbaſſadozs towards the King, And 
Hen he was come to the Kings court, the King ſee- 
ng that Eſop was ſo defozmecd, and crooked of body, 
s angry and rn; with himſelte, and ſaid with 
eat maruaill, Js this he, foꝛ the truſt of whom 
v yy Samy would not obey vnto mee? Eſop then 
: Ah right deare Sir and King, certainely J am 
not come beloze thy Ma jeſtie by foꝛce, but of my good 
ill J am come to the, truſting ſo much thy 
x nignity, that thou wilt heare ſchat I ſhall ſay vnto 
we, 
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The King gaue him audience, and leave to ſay what 
he would, and thus he began: The other dap there 
was à man which chaſed the flyes, the which man took 
a Nightingale, and the - Nightingale ſceing that he 
would haue killed her, ſaid to the Falconer, Ap:ay 
thee that thou without cauſe wilt not flay mee, fo2 to 
ns body do J any harme oꝛ danger, fo2 J eate not the 
cone, noꝛ deſtroy the fruits of the earth, but giue ſo⸗ 
.lace and joy to all them that paſſe by tie way withanp 
ſong and voice, and of me ſhalt thou haue hut only a 
little carkaſſe ; and when the Falcener heard the 
bird ſpeake theſe woꝛds, he let her go. TN — 
deare Sir) 4 pꝛap thee that thou without caule wilt not 
lap me, which am nought and not hing worth, foꝛ to 
no body J do harme, noꝛ would J do. And foz the defect 
and kerbleneſle of my body J may not do, but J can 
ſpcake and ſay = s that be pꝛofitable to them that 
be in the moꝛtall life of this preſent wozld. The King 
then maruelled and was moued to pitty, and ſaid to 
top, I giue not vnto thee thy lite, foz foztnae gineth it 
ther, and if thou wilt haue ought clſe of me, aske and 
it ſhall be giuen the, Then *ſop ſaid, J aske nothing 
of thee but only that thou giue me the tribute of the Sa⸗ 
mians, UUell ſaid the King, J am content, Then Eſop 
greatly thanked the Bing, and after that he compoſed 
the Fables which be watten here in this booke,: and 
to the King he gaue them, and demanded of | 
letters of the gift ſoꝛ the remiſſion of the tribute of the 
Samians,the which were deliuered to him by the Rings 
commandement, and with his good will, and many 
other gifcs : and Eſop then tooke his leave of the King, 
and rczzurned to Samy. „ 
How E ſop returned to Samy againe. 
A Ftcr that tlop was arriued in Samie,the people re- 
cetacd him wozſhipfully, and made great joy at his 
conming. And kſop conaninded the people to be af- 
ſembled together at a certain dap in the place , 


— 
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ed. And when asEſop was ſet in the ſcat,hee read unto 
them the ropall Letters ef Ling Craſſus, how he renut- 
ted and fozgaue them the tributes. After this! ſop de- 
parted from amy, « would goe ſpozte himſelfe through 
many Regions, nations, and cities, giving enſiazments 
| by hiſtoꝛies and fables unto moꝛtall men. Amongſt ite | 
| reſt he came to Babylon, and becauſe he did ſhew chere 
| his wiſdome, hee was received aud wo: ſhipfully fraſt- | 
ed of Lycure King of Babplon. A: that time the Wings 
did ſend one to another plapes and pꝛoblematicks, end 
ſuch other pleaſant deuiles fa their diſpo:is:; and he | 
which could not interpꝛet them, ſent tribute to him | 
that ſent them. And becauſe that! ſop could interpꝛet 
them, hee taught the King of Babylon the manner off. 
After that he compoſed many Fables, which the King 
of Babylon. ſent to other Kings , and becauſe they 
| could not — 4 them, they ſent many tributes un⸗ 
| to him, whereby his whole rcalme was mightily en 
riched. After that becauſe Eſop had no poung childꝛen, 
he adopted a noble {child to be his ſonne , the which he 
— y to the King: and he receiucd him as if he had 
cen his owne ſonne, which child was named Fus. 
This Enus within a little while after medled with the 
\ chamberer of f ſop· which he held foꝛ his wife, and efen 
knew her bodily, and becauſe he was greatly in debt | 
that Eſop would auenge himſelfe, he accuſed ! ſop to 
the King of diners crimes and high treaſon; he alfa | 
compoſed falſe letters, ſhewing by them to the King, 
how Eſop by Fables whlch he ſent here aud there, bad 
betrayed him, and that he had conſpired his death. 


M How the king commanded that Foſp ſnould be 
put to death, and how he was ſa vet. | 


Te KingLycure bel ping and giving credit tothe | 
| "* accuſation made againſt . ſop, was uery wꝛoth, 
| E£commanded Horope his Seneſhall that Eſop * 
1 
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be put to death. But Horope ſeeing that his ſentence 
was uniult, kept {op ſecretly within a Depulcher , 


Tall his godds were given to his fon which had accu- 


ſed him. Kong after this Nectabanus King of Egypt, 
wening that r ſop had certainly been put to death, ac⸗ 


| £o2dfag to the commandement , ſent a p2opolttion pꝛo⸗ 


— —j — 


| ſame, the King was mo2e angry 


dope to the ground and ſaid: Alas 
r haue loſt the crowne ol my realine; 


blematick io Lycure King ok Babylon „which was as 
followeth. Nectabanus Ring of Egypt ſendeth greeting 
unto Lycure King of Babylon. Becauſe J would edi⸗ 
fie and build a tower the which ſhall not touch heauen 
noꝛ carth, J p!aythe lend unto me Palons to make 
up the ſaid tower : and this requeſt being acco liſh- 
ed, J hall gine unto thee the tenth tribute of all my 
lands and realmes. And when-the King of Babvlon 
heard this demand, he was greatly troubled and wꝛoth 
and thought how he might giue anſwer to this que ſti⸗ 
on. And when he had called all his ſages, foꝛ to haue a 
reſolution thereof, and found none that could declare P 

cy then he was before, 
And foz the great ſozrow that her tooke thereof, he fell 
1am miſerable, 
| | curſed be hee, by 
whom J made E ſop to bee — to death. And when Ho⸗ 
rope the Seneſhall knewt e great anguilh and ſoꝛrow 
of the King, he ſaid to hum: Right deere ſir, take no mo2e 
ſoꝛrow in thy heart, but pardon & foꝛgiue me, foꝛ J made 
not Eſop to be put to death as thou commandeſt me; fo: 
well A wiſt that vet thou ſhenuldeſt haue need ol him: + 
doubting to diſpleaſe thy majeſty, ſince that day to this 
J have kept him in a ſepulcher;when 5 King heard this 
he was very glad, and anon he roſe from the ground 
where he lay, and» went and embraced the Senelhall, 
ſaying, if it be ſo that r ſop may be found alive, during 
my life J ſhall be bound to ther, and therefoze J p2ay 


thee ifit be lo, let him come to me quickly, 


G3} 


3 How 
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How Eſop was brought before the King, aud how the 
: Kingcommanded that he ſhould be put in his for- 
| mer office and dignitie againe. 
+ Sop being b2ought befoze the King, fell downe 
at the Kings feet. And when the King ſaw that :- 
ſop laked ſopale and ill, he had ol him great pitty, and 
conunanded that hee ſhould bee taken vp and newly 
cloa:hed. And when £ſop was vpon his feet, he tanie 
befoze the King, and full mekely ſaluted him, and de- 
manded of him the cauſe why he had been put in pꝛiſon. 
Then the King ſaid, that his adopted ſonne E nus had 
accuſed him, and the King commanded that E nus 
ſhoutdbe puniſhed with ſuch paine as thoſe deſerue 
that deniſe the death of their Fathers. But F ſop pꝛav⸗ 
ed the King he would foꝛgiue him. And when the 
King ſbewed kſop the queſtion of the King of Egypt, 
and when E ſop had ſeen the Letter, he ſaid to the King, 
Write againe to the Bing ol Egypt, and giue to him 
this anſwer: : That acer the winter ſhall be paſt and 
gone, thou ſbalt fend vnto hun wozkemen to build and 
make vp his Tower. And thus he ſent ©mbaCad92s' 
to the King of Egypt. After this, the King made all 
the goods of Fſop tobe reſtoꝛed vnto him, and he to be 
put in his firſt dignity, giving him full authoꝛity and 
might to puniſh his ſonne after his own will. But v 
ſop benignly receiued againe into his houſe his adapt⸗ 
ed Sonne, and fweetly chaſtiſed and corrected him, 
and ſaid : Py ſonne, ohſe rue you my commandementg, 
and keepe them in thy memoꝛy: Foz we giue well 
counſaile to others, but foꝛ our ſelues we cannot fake 
it: but becaute thou art an humane man, thou mut 
de ſubject to foꝛtune: Thereloꝛe thou {halt firft loue 
r ep thy ſeife from the weath and anger of 
e King. 
And becauſe that thou art an humane man, haue 
thy care and ſollicitute on humane things foꝛ G D D 
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| doth puniſh the wicked folke : alſo it is no good o2 hea- 
w the uen — r to do any body harme, but ſhew thy ſelle 
| to thoſe that are thine enemies, to the end that 
of of them thou be not condemned: and to freinds make 
wie | joyfull ſemblance and good chere, to the end that thou 
at x⸗mãieſt haue the moꝛe aſſurance of their help and good 
and will; foꝛ thou oughteſt to deſire pꝛoſperity and wel- 
ewly fare to thy freinds, and aduerſity io all thine enemies. 
ame | Thou maieft ſpeake fair to thy wile, to the intent that 
d de- ſhe take not another man; becauſe a woman is vari- 
iſon. | able, and as men flatter and ſpeake faire to her, the is 
; had leſſe inclined to do any euill. Keepe thee well from the 
Enus | fellowſhip of the cruell man: foꝛ albeit that he haue 
2rue good p2olperity, yet he is miſerable. hop thy cares, 
2ay- | and hold well thy tongue from much talking, and have 
| the no envp at other mens goods, foꝛ enup hindꝛeth the en; 
ppt, | vious. Have care and regard ouer pany Y, and 
ing, 2 * maieſt be loued like a Loꝛd, haue ſhame 
him thy ſelle to do any thing againſt reaſon, and he nw 
and | gent o2 wretchles to learn every day,Tel not ny 
and | ſell to thy wite,ſpend noꝛ waſte not thy goods L 
doꝛs | ly, foz better it is to a man to leave his goods 15 
all death, then to be a begger in his life;ſaluic joyfully 
o be as thou mecteſt by the way. Foꝛ the —_ 
ad ol joy with his tail e to ſuch as he . by the 


t x; Mock no man, neuer hide thy wi 
opt: | | thou boꝛroweſt gine agauig with 11 
— 


which thou maie ſt help, relule 2 
thee from euil company Row! 9255 
1 faires andbuſinefſe, and bely 

caſeth anger 
Agood freind : N fahr 
aue tune oz other it will come to 


n 2 EE 


oth : Now 
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How Envs departed from Eſope, and went 
| and killed himſel fe, 


8 Hus wich many admonilions did f ſope inſtruct his 
ſonae, and Enus departed and laid, tha uniuſtly and 
\pithout cauſe he hath accuſed = ſope, foꝛ which he was 
full ol heauineſſe and ſozrow, and went up to the top of 
a high mountaine, and from thence caſt himſelfe down 
to the bottome : and thus wilfully he brake his bones 
and killed himſelfe, as hee had euer kept enill rule and 
miſgovernance:fo: of an e vill life commeth an evill end. 
After this,:ſope commanded the Faulconers that ther 
ſhould take fowre young Cagles which were not yet 
fanth of their net. And when oy had them, he accuſto⸗ 
med them to eate their meate high and low, and each 
of them had to their feet two childꝛen faſtened a bound; 
and as the childꝛen lift upward , made thetr meate to 
come downward, the young Eagles likewiſe followed 

up and downe to take their meat. 
* Theſe things thus azdered, and Winter being gone 
and paſt, k ſope toke leaue of King Lycure, and with 
his Tagles and child:en went into Egipt, and when he 
was come befoze the King, the Bing ſeeing Eſope ſo de- 
fozmed and crooke-backed, thought in himſelfe that he 
was but a beaſt, and that the King of Babylon mocked. 
him and _—_— : foz he conſidered not that a foule 
vellell — * e full of good wine. Foꝛ men ought nat 
only to take hed of the veſſell,but to that which is in it. 
Trop then protently kneled befo2e the King, and right 
Humobly hum, and the King ſitting in his Paieſty 
ſaluted him right gratiouſly © benignly, ſaving in this 
manner , Bow likeſt thou me and mine⸗ And F ſop an- 
» Dir thon ſeemeſt to me to be the Sunne, and 

thy men the beames thereof, pp 


How 
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How Eſop made ſolution to the King of Egypt, 
upon the queſtion which he ſent 
tothe King of 
Babylon, 


The King having heard the anſwer of — gre atiy 
mar vailed that he was ſo ſubtile in his antwers, and 
ſaid to him in this manner, Haſt thou bꝛought with ther 
all them that ſhall ediſie + make up my Tower; J haue 
ſayd Eſope, But firſt thou muſt ſbew unto me the place 
whereas thou wilt haue it. The King then departed 
out of the place, and ſet t ſop in a faire field, and ſaid, 
ſeeſt thou this fair field? it is the place where J would 
haue my tower, Eſop then to each comer of this field 
laid an Eagle with two childꝛen. The childzen held 
the meat upward in the ayre, and the Eagles began to 
fly after it. And when the childzen with an high voice 
began tocry, ſaying: muy us now clay, ſtone, bzicke, 
wod, and tiles, and we ſhall build up the Tower. And 
when the King ſaw this, he ſaid to Eſop, às by great 
adimration :-What, haue pow men in pour land 
haue wings? and -ſop ſaid yea, we haue many ſuch. 
Then ſaid the King to Eſop,thon haſt vanquiſhed me bp 
thy reaſons and woꝛds. But I pꝛay thee anſwer me 
unto this queſtion. J haue made mares to be 
fore out of Greece, and they have conceived and bare 
ſes hy the helpe of the hozſes ot Babylon. And Eſop 
then anſwered him, Sir, to mozrow 2 
anſwere unto this queſtion, And after that Eſop 
was returned to his lodging, he ſaid in this manner to 
his ſervants:Looke that among you ye get me a great 
Cat, and the ſervants — the 1 
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mand figure ofa * t, whereloꝛe haſt thou greatly 
ended. And 1 6 unta 
ſe and > evil Feat, on che = 


id never thou that 3 


— betone me. 
it may not he 8 8 have gone 22 
in a night bn hence to lon. And Z ſop ſmiling 


aid te him, Sir, ſuc manner commeth and goeth to 
abylon ieh the mares bought 'out of 
| bare voung hoꝛſes. And the 
p28p4cd greatly the wiſdom of Eſo, 
moe of pam, and moꝛe wo:s 
we vid onthe . after, the 
eh the the — oh; 

N in coumrey 
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End, Hop, An woo Teen Se 
; me of them fab thus to Eſop, 
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ple in the · which is a Columne right great, the which 


Columne bearcth and ſuſtaineth twelve Cities, and 
every Citie is covered with rrx great ſavles, vpon 
the which two women be ever running. And Eſo 
anſwered him in this manner, The mall and litle chil- 
dren. in Eabylon,knew the folution of thisqueſffion' Fo; 
this temple whereof thou ſpeakeſt is Heaven, & the 
columne is p Earth; the xii. Cities be the ri. monthes 
oſ p veer, ⁊ the xxx. ſavles be the dayes of the moneths, 
and the two women which be ever running oucr thefe 
failes, is the day and the night. Then ſaid the King of 
Egypt to the Loꝛds ot his Court, it is now right and 
reaſon, that I doe ſend gifts aud tributes to the King 
of Babylon. And one of them ſaid to the King, Sir, we 
mult pet make to him an other queſtion, which is this. 
What is that we never heard nor ſaw-2 And the King 
pꝛaved Eſop to give ſolution to this queſtion, And e ſop 
went to his lodging + f. ined to make an — — 
the which he made to be watten this that followeth. 
I Mactabanus King of Egypt, make known to ali men, 
that J bozrowed of King Lycure a thonſand mark of 
gold, which J Mactabanus pꝛoiniſed to pay to the ſaid 
King Lycure within a certain time, (which then was 
paſt :) this writing did r ſop pꝛeſent on the mozrow fol- 
lo wing to the Bing of Egypt, which greatly maruelled 
thereat, and ſaid ts the Noble men ol his Court 
were there p:clent , have pou ſeen 92 ever heard (ay, 
that the King Lycure haih lent to me any money or B- 
ther thing: Aid as the Loꝛds ſaid nav, Eſop then (aw 
to them: if it be as ye ſay, then your queſtion is alia 
led, foz now vou heare and ſ@ that which you never 
heard noꝛ ſaw.- And then they of Egypt ſaid, that King 
Lycure was happy «foztunate to have ſuch # ubiect £ 
ſervant as Eſop Was, and the King ſent Eiop agen 
unto Ba⸗bylon with great gifcs, and tributes for 
the King of Babylon, he i 


How 
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How ẽ ſop returned into Babylon, and how the King 
cauſed a ſtatue or image ot gold to be 
ſet up in honur of him. 


A Fter *ſop was come again befo e the King of Ba⸗ 
bylon, he reherſech to him all he had dane in Egypt. 
Udereto:e the Bing commanded that in the woꝛſhip of 
Eſop, a Dtatue 02 image of gold {31d be ſec up in the 
publique oꝛ common place; wichin a while afcer, Eſop 
had a great defire to ga into Oꝛæce, and asked leave 
of the Bing to goe thithe!, whereof the King we ſoꝛ⸗ 
rowſull, and Elop pꝛomiſed him that he would recurn 
into Babylon, and chece hee wauld live and die wich 
him: and thus the King granted to him leave. And 
as t ſop travelled through all the Cities of Gece 
with w22ſhip, he ſhewed his Sapience and Fables, in 
ſuch wiſe that he got wI2thip and glo!p , and was 
renowned thꝛough all the land of G:cece, At the laſt 
he came to the land of Delphi. which was the beſt Pꝛo⸗ 
vince in all Gzcece, The Citizens then of the City of 
Delphi, by their envie mocked and diſhonoured l ſop, 
and Eſop ſaid unto them: My Lo2ds, ve be like the 
wood which is carried on the Sea; fo2 when men ſe it 
afar off, being toſſed with the waues, it ſemes to be 
right great, but when men be neer, it appeareth but a 
mall thing. Thus is it ot vou; fo2 then J was farre 
from pou, 4 weened that vou had bin the beſt of all the 
land; and now J know that ye be the woꝛſt. And when 
the Deljhines heard theſe woꝛds, they held a councell 
together, and one ol them ſaid: Moſt wiſe Lozds, ve 
know very well how that this manhath had great glo- 
ry in all the Cities x places vhere he hath bin; vhere- 
foꝛe i we take no hed to gur (elves, he will rob vs of 
ur great anthority, ⁊ deſtroy us Chen they imagined 
how * in what manner they might put him to death, 
but they durſt not attempt it fo2 tho great company of 
8 ſtrangers 
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ſfrencers fat were then within the Cilte. Peverthe⸗ 
c ſſe, as tler eſpu d ene of the ſerrants cf tlop making 
te males ardcther gear ready to ride and depart 
tente; flex went and tak acup of gold out of the 
tin pic of Apollo, end ſecretly put it ino the male of 
3 {op, Hop bring ignerant here of, deparicd from Del⸗ 
phi; but cre he was far, the traytors ran after, wak- 
ing orcat noyſe erd tlemour. And ſop laid to them, 
my Loꝛds, why lake ye me? And they ſaid, ah thief of 
tele ſliall oꝛnæments, croke-backed and ſacrilegi⸗ 
cus.wherefozc he ſt thou de ſpiſed and robbed ihe Tem- 
ple of Apollo? 


How Eſop was betrayed, and how he rehearſed 
to the Lelphines the Fable of the 
| Rat and the Frogge, 

F Sop hegring this, denyed it. Aud fo21hwith they 

bnbcund the male, within the which they found t 
cup of gold: and they went and ſhewed it befoze ! 
people. And tſp conſidering add ſeeing their malice 
and wit kedneſſe, and knowing trat be could not e⸗ 
ſcape, be gan to weep & to be ſorzowfull foꝛ his foztune. 
And one of his friends, named Lewas, ſœing l ſop thus 
weeping, ccmfozted him, ſaping thus, bare geod con- 
rage andrejoyce thy ſelf, And anon the Delphines 
went and cencluded, that they ( as a ſacriledger 
woꝛthy to receive a villanous kind of death) ſhould 
take Eſop, ard canſe him fo be lcd to the iop of an high 
Mountame ,. for to be thꝛowne downe from thencs 
bead-long. When +ſope knew their Sentence, Ye 
rchcarſcd to them this Fable, foꝛ to withdrawe them 
frem their malice, ſaying. When peace was amon 
all beaſtes , the Ratte and the Frog loved much ea 
other, and the Rot called the Frogge to come to dine 
with her. The Ratfe faid unto the Frogge, eat of 
the meate which pleaſeth thee beſt, And when 9525 
caten enough. the Frog ſaid to the Rat: come wit — 


* 
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and thon ſhalt fare well at thy ſupper : * to ; end thou 
mapeſt the better paſle p river, thou ſhalt bind thy ſelf 
to my fte. The Rat agreed + anon þ Frog lept into 
the water, « drew the Rat after her. And as the Rat 
was neer drowned, he ſaid to þ Frog,Urongfullp thou 
makeſt me to ſuffer death, but they þ abide alive ſhall 
avenge this miſdeed on ther. And as they were thus 
.dzawing, the one forward and the other backward, a 
Kite ſeeing the debate and ſtrife between them, toke + 
them both together and ate them up. In like manner 
pe make me die wrongfully: But Babylon and G2cece 
all avenge me upon vou. But yet fo2 all this the Del- 
phines would not let £ſop goe, but inffead of death 
they dꝛew and pulled him chꝛewolp, and in the beſt 
maner he could, he defended himſclfagainft them. 
, . _ Eſop dyed miſerably, _. 
as Elop was thus fighting againſt them, 
AS eſcaped out of their hands, and fled into the 
Temple of Apollo, but all that pꝛoſited him nothing. 
foz by foxce and » D:cw him foꝛth of the 
Temple, and then they led him whereas they ment to 
put him to death. And Eſop ſeeing himſelf ſo hampꝛed 
ſaid unto them: Pp Lo2ds dꝛead pou not your God 
Apollo: he {hall avenge me on vou. Vet notwithſtand- 
foz all he could ſay, they bzought him to the place 
e he ſhould dye: and ſ&ing he could not elcape 
from them, he began to them this Fable. There was a 
woman had a daughter which was a virgin and fle: 
mother p2ayed unto her Gods, that they would 
to her daughter wit 4 reaſon, — daughter was 
once in the Temple, and heard what ſhe laid in her 
:and anon Shee went into the field, and 
a man which filled a ſack full of com; ſhe came and 
aoked him uchhat he did, x he ſaid, fair daughter, J put 
wit is _— ; and ſhe — — my — 
p one o mp body, my mott 
L the well fo; thy labour. Then he toke — 
and 
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and put his wit into her belly, and toke her maiden⸗ 
head from her: and full glad ſhe returned home to her 
mother, and ſaid to her, Pother, J have wund a fire 
yourtg man which hath put wii into me: and her mo- 
oonghter,thon hen recovered all hy nt va 

ter, recovered a t,bat 
"hou hadſt thou haſt loſt. Likewiſe ta 


ey left their way, and 
toke another way, and dꝛew the cart upon a mountain 
top, ſo that both he and the cart fell down to the fate of 
the hill. And as he ſaw himſelf falling, he ſatd to Iupi- 
ter on this manner, Ah lupiter, if J offctid thee, muſt 
I thercfo2e die ſo miſerably 2 J am moze grieved at 
thoſe foul and inutile Aſſes by whom J nuff receine 
death, then ifthep were fair and god horſes, Even ſo 
it farcth with me, foꝛ of god men and iuſt J ſhould not 
be put to death, but ofpou which are evil. And as 
they were come to the place foꝛ to caſt down Eſop, he 
told them another fable in this manner. A certain man 
was enamoꝛed of his daughter, whom by foꝛce he de⸗ 
flourrd, and ſhe ſaid unto her father, ah father, thou 
art an evill man, that haſt done to me ſuch a ſhame 3 
fo2 rather ſhould J have lufferedtbis crime ot an hun⸗ 
dꝛed other men then of thee : ſemblablp it is of me, foz 
I, bad rather ſuſter death of other men then of pon. 
Do they threw mm from: the top of the hill, and thus 
he died nuſerably. 


* 


Now 
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How the Delphines ſacrificed to their Gods, edified a a 
Temple for to pleaſe them for the death of Eſop, 
Ad atter, when op was put to death, it fell that 

in their City ran a great peſtilence and famine, in⸗ 
ſomuch that they loſt all their wits, and for this cauſe 
they ſacrificed to their God Apollo, to the end to pleaſe 
him fo2 the death of Eſop, and becanſe that uninſfly 
and w2ongfully, they put him to death, they made and 
ediſied a temple, and when the Pzinces and great 
Loꝛds of Gꝛeece had tidings how the Delphines had 
put t ſop to death, they came to Delph to puniſh them 


that had put kſop to death. 
Thus endeth the Life of Eſop. 


Here beginneth the Prologue of the 
firſt Boo ke. £ : 

R Omulus the ſonne of Tiber of the Citie of Antique, 

greeting. Eſop a man of Gꝛeece, ſubtile and in⸗ 
gemous teacheth in his Fables how men ought to 
govern themſelves. And to the end that we might ſhew 
the life and cuſtomes of all manner ofmen, he indu- 
ceth the Birds, the Trees, and the Beaſts ſpeaking : 
to the end that man may know wherefoze the Fables 
were found; in the which he hath written the malice 
of evill people, and the azguments of impꝛobes. Ve 
teacheth alſo to be humble, and fo: to uſe god words, 
and many other faire examples, reherſed and declared 
hereatrer, The which J Romulus have tranſlated out 
of Gꝛeeke into Latine, which if you reade, they ſhall 
{yarpen thy wit, and give thee cauſe of ioy and mirth. 

The firſt Fable of the Cock and theprecious ſtone, { 
Aa Cock once did ſeek his living in the dunghill, 

he found a pꝛecious ſtone, to whom the Cock ſaid, 
Ya faire ſtone and pꝛecious, thou art here in the filth ; 
and if ye that deſireth thee had found thee as Jhave 
done, he would have taken thee up, and ſet thee in thy 
firſt eſtate ; but I in vain have found thee, fo2 1 
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have J to doe with thee, ne gocd may J doe to thee, ne 
thou to me. And this Fable k ſop pꝛopoſeth to them that 
read this Book: foz by the Cock is underſtood a fole, 
which carech fo2 no moꝛe wildome then the Cock did 
fo2 the pꝛecious ſtone ; and by this ſtone, is under ſtood 


this boke, | 
* Ofthe Wolf and the Lamb. 
O F the innocent and of the ſhzew, kſop rehearſeth 
| this Fable. Jt was ſo that a ł amb and Molle 
both had thirſt, and went both fo the river to dꝛink, the 
Molfe d:ank above, and the Lamb benea-h: and as 
the Molfe ſaw the Lamb dzinking; he ſaith with an 
hich voice;knave why haſt thou troubled my water W 
Iſhould now d2ink of; Ah my Loꝛd, ſaving your. grace, 
the water commeth fzom pou toward me. Then ſaid 
the Molfe, haſt thou no ſhame ne dꝛead to curſe me 2 
The Lamb ſaid nw Loꝛd, by your leave. Then ſaid 
the Wolfe again: It is not ſir wer ks paſt ſince thy fa- 
ther did as much. And the Lamb ſaid J was not then 
bo2n. And the 'Ulolf ſaid again: Thou haſt eaten my 
father. The Lamb ſaid A have no teeth. Then ſaid 
the wolf ſaid , thou art well like thy father, and fo: this 
ſinne and miſdeed thou ſhalt dye. This Fable ſhew- 
eth ; that the evill man careth not by what manner he 
may rob and deſtroy the god innocent man. 
-+ * -* _ Ofthe Rat and the Frogge. 
NN Ow it was ſo that the Rat went on pilgrimage, 
and came by a River, and demanded help of the 
Frofe fv2 to to paſſe over, and then the Frog bound 
the Rats fot to her fot, i \wam in o the mids of t 
River; and as they were there, the Frog abode fill, 
with an intent to d2own the Rat. In the mean while, 
a Kite perceiving it, tok them both awav, Wherefoze 
that man that thinketh deteit, deceit ſhall come to him, 
; * - Ofthe Dog and the Sheep, 
F-quarrelle2s which beeverfeeking occaſion to do 
\- ſome harm to the god, Eſop 5 this — 
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pee was fometimes a Dog wh hich demanded of a 
5 loaf of A bong be d bozrowed of him 
4 anſwered, that he enever — ed any * 


made to anſwer 
him. becauſe- fe 8 11 — bebe, the Won oo, 
bꝛought with bom ral 1 titnelle to > Witt the Wolf, ng 


— and the Sparhanke. hen the witneſſes 
ſhon * players and heard, ihe Wolfe ſaid to the 
Eu er am tertain, and remember well that 
a loafe of bꝛeade: the Kite ſaid, ſhe received 


to n 4 


and — — ? 


5 


1 —1 K ſaid to the 
hs was thou tha hich thon haſt taken 
was the — Dheep vane — 

e tonnnanded her that ſhe i 
pry he Dog 5 ibarend, the ſoul do — — 
fare t6 pay the ſanie. Thus was 
led. In ch manner the evill 
ae great unthankfulneſſe rob 


xe: 81 55 the 1— 75 the peece of fleſh, 
h other mens gods, he oft laſeth his 

an Loperoof Eſop 8 this Fable. . 
time pal there was a Dog which went over a 

in his _ a petce of fieſh, and as he pa 

— bꝛidge, he perceived the ſhabow of his ot one 
ſelfe, — of his ce of fleth within the water: and he 
werning that if had bin another perce of fleſh, foꝛthituch 
tht = taken it: and as he opened his 
geſh bt into the water, and thus he loft it. 


refbze Elop r ſuch a Fable 


g 
plume with his Low. 7 Te e it is not — 
Ne parts and diviſion hm that js 1 
The 
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The Cow, the Goat ; and the Sheepe, went once 
a hunting, and chaſed a Mart, and tooke'ont with 
them the Lion, and when they came to part it the 
Lion ſaiv, Py Lozds, J let you to wit, that the 
firff part is mine, becauſe Jam) ways a A 
becauſe J am ſtronger then pe be: 
J ran more ſwifcly then ye did * aid whe 
= 55 1 art ſhall 755 my moztall — 
4 Hart. Wee Ae rom 
te 1 1 A... ſhould not keep feflow- 
ſhip with the mighty, foꝛ he is never faithfult to the po. 
Of the theefe and the Sunne. 
NO man is changed by nature, but an evil} man 
may well have a woꝛſe iſſue then his himſell. E ſo 
berenk e telleth vs a Fable. A thef held, wa of his 
wedding, and his neighbours came where the fea 
was kept, and did wozſhip lo the thecte: and «wile 
man feeing that the neighbours of the theefe - were 
foyfull and 120, faid toth them, Pe make vou mirfh and 
gladneſſe of that whereofiye ſhould wee heed to 
my wos, and under ſtand pour joy. would 
once be married, but all the Nations of the world 
were agamſt him, and pꝛayed lupiter that hee ſhonld 
keep the Sun krom wedding. —— Iupiter 1 
ed of them the cauſe why they would * ne wonts 
be married: one of them ſaid to lupiter, 
wel there L but one Dunne ; jon — . > 
all, an e married and 
ſhall de ſtroy all mankinde : therefo:e this fable ſhew- 
— - — aaa not toreiopce when we are in evill 
company. Of the Wolfe and the Crane. 
HE that doth any good to an evill man, fimteth as 
Eſop faith, fo2 of the good done to the evil. com- 
meth no pzofit ; wherefo:e Eſop rehearſeth this fable 
be = ate his throat, hi XL — , alot — 
one in his thzoat , 
and ſoze it grie ved him, Gefen. 
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ed the Crane, that he would d:aw cut of his thꝛoat the 
bone. And the Crane put downe his long neck into 
his thꝛoat, and dew out the bone, whereby the Wolfe 
was whole. Then the Crane demanded of him her 
reward, and the Ulolfe anſwered , thou art right un⸗ 
Kind and canſt no good; remembreſt thou not what J 
might have done to thee? fo2 when thou haddeſt thy 
necke within my thꝛoat, if J would J might have bit it 
off, By this fable it appeareth that no good comes 
from an evill body, 
, Of two Bitches , how one lodged the other 
| iu time of littering 
BE not haſty to giue credit to the tales of flaiterers, 
foꝛ by ſweet woꝛds they deceive good people, wher⸗ 
of Eſop — 4 this fable. There was a Bitch upon 
a time, ſchich would faine litter and be delivereo of her 
young ones, and came to the habitation ofanother 
Witch, and pꝛayed her by ſweet woꝛds that ſhe would 
lend her a place where ſhe might litter her young ones. 
And that other Bitch lent to her her bed and her houſe, 
weening that ſhee had therein done well. And when 
the Bitch had littered, the good Bitch ſaid to her, that 
it was time that ſhe ſhould goe and depart out ol her 
houſe; and then the other Bitch and her young doggs 
ran upon her and bit her, and caſt her foꝛth of her owne 
houſe, In this manner many a one fo2 doing good 
hath hurt and dammage. 
Of the man and the Serpent. 
p | Here is no good gotten by helping an enill perſon . 
fo2 be that helpeth ſuch, ſhall ſurcly be ill rewarded 
foꝛ his labour: and he that ſaueth a theefe from the gal- 
8 pꝛouideth an enemy fo2 himſclfe : whereloꝛe to 
withſtand ſuch, Eſop reherſeth to us this fable. There 
was ſometime a man which found a Serpent within a 
Vine, and by reaſon df the great froſt in the Minter, 
Serpent was hard and almoſt dead foꝛ cold, wher- 
foe the good man pittied her, and tooke her up, — 
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bare her into his houſe, and laid her befoze the fire, in⸗ 
ſomuch that ſhee came againe to her foꝛmer ſtrength x 
vigour. And as ſone as ſhes was thus revived, ſhee be⸗ 
gan to cry and hille about the houſe , and to trouble the 
god wife and her childꝛen. Wherefoze the good-man 
wonld have had her out cf phouſe:but when he thought 
to have taken her, ſhe ſpꝛung about his necke and had 
almoſt ſtrangled him. Even lo it farech with them that 
doe good to wicked people, foꝛ inſtead of love and kind- 
neſſe they all have malice and envy, 


Cf the Lion and the Aſſe 


Q F them that mock others, x ſop rehearſeth this fa⸗ 
ble. There was an Aſſe which met with a Lion, 
to whom he ſaid: Py bꝛother, Cod ſave ther; and the 
Lion ſhaked his head, and had great aine to with-hold 
his courage from deu uring the Aſſe. But the Lion 
ſaid to him ſelfe, It behoveth not the teeth ok ſa noble a 
Low as J ain, to bite ſuch a file beaſt. Fo? he that is 
wiſe muſt not hurc the fle, noꝛ heed his wozds, but 
let him goc. | 
Of two Rats. 
FArrebeiter is it tolive in poverty tha a to live richly 
being ever in danger: whereof Kop rehearſeth this 
Fable. There were two Rats, whereofone was great 
and fat, and held him in the teller of a rich man, and the 
other was poo? and leane, On a day this great Natt 
went to ſpoꝛt him in the field, and met by the wap the 
leane Katt, of the which he was received as well as he 
could into his pooꝛe cave oꝛ hole, and gaue him of ſuch 
meat as he had, Then ſaid the fat Rat, come thou wit 
me, and J ſhall give thee other meat. Ve went wit 
him into the Tower, + both entred into the rich mans 
celler, which was full of _ „and when they were 
there, the great Kat pꝛeſented and gave to the pooz 
Rat divers dainty meats, laying unto him ;Bemerry 
* 3 
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and make gaod chere; and as they were thus iopful- 
ly eating, t r came into he er ee, an — 2 — great 
Nat ran into his hole, but 8 

to flee , but hid him —— dooꝛ wicht — ent fonr and 
trembling⸗ and the butler turned againe and ſaw him | 
not, And —— he was 1 the fat Rat came out of 
bis hole, « called the leane Rat ; Which was pet in feare 
and ſaid: Come r and feare not to fill thy belly: 
but the poo2 Rat laid , foꝛ ve love et me gory en 
had rather eat cone in the field and live ſecurely, 

to eat dainty fare in ſuch feare as thou doſt here in hs 
place. And therefoze it is better to — poo2ly t ſarelp, 
than to live richly and without aſſurance. 


he Eagle and the Fox, 
T Þe pn 


iſſant and mighty muſt doubt the feeble, as 
Eſop rehearſeth tous a fable. There was an Eagle 
which c came where young fores were, took away one 
of them,xgave it to his poung eagles to feed them with. 
The For went alter him and pzayed him to reſtore it 
— Wut the Eagle ſaid he would not, foꝛ he was 
Lo2d and Maſter: Then the For full of ſubtil⸗ 
ty c —.— to put together a great abundan:e of 
ſtraw, and laid it under the tree where the Eagle and 
ee were, and kindled it wit >, and 
ke and the flame began to riſe upward, 

Cont fearing — — of his young birds, reſtoꝛed 

to the For her you 
Df — Pale and the Raven, 

H E that is well and ſurely garniſhed , pet by falſe 
| conncell may be betraped , as Eſop telleth us 1 
a fable. An Eagle was ſometime a tree, which 
in his bill a nut which he could not bzeake : the 
ven came unto him and ſaid, thou alt never break 
it vntill thou fly as high as thou canſt, and then let it 
fall npon the ſtones ; and the Eagle did ſo , and by that 
meanes loſt his t. many have beene bert. 
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rehearſeth tous this Fable. A Raven 
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Of the Raven and the Fore, _ 
1 Vey that be glad and joyfull at the pꝛaiſing of flat⸗ 
terers, ofitimes doe repent them 1 * wher — bEſop 
u 
on a tre, held in his bill a peece of cheſe , whicht 
For deſired much to have: whercfoe he went and 
pꝛaiſed him in this manner, O gentle Naven thou art 
the gentleſt of al other birds, foꝛ thy feathers be ſo fair, 
ſo baght, and ſhining, «thou canſt alſo wel ing; if thou 
hadſt thy voice cleare, and ſmall , thou wouldeſt be the 
moſt happy of all other birds. The fowle which heard 
the flattering wozds of the Fox, began to open his bil 
fo2 to ſing, and then the cheeſe fell to the ground , & the 
Fox tooke it up t᷑ eat it. And when the Raven ſaw that 
f02 his owne gloꝛv he was decetved , hee waxed heavy 
and ſozrowfull, and it repented him that he han belee- 
ved the For. Wherefoze this fable teacheth ns oy 
wee ought not to be glad o2 rejoyce in the wo: 
faiſe and unfaithfull folke, no2 to belecue flatterers. 
Cf the Lion, the wild Bore, the Bull 
and the Aſſe. FIG 4 


Hen a man hath loſt his dignity 02 office, he 
VV con leave his audacity oꝛ hardnefle, tothe end 
that hee be not hurt and mocked. Wherefoze #ſop 
ſheweth ſnch a fable. Chow was a Lion which in his 
pouth was very fierce auto gruell, and pen he was 
come to age, there came to him a wils-Boze, which 
with his teeth rent and barſt u great peeco ot his body 
and avenged the wrong et, ar had done to him 
befoze tune. After came a Batt which lmite 


full manner. And then the-Lpon began do weepe, 
ing within hanſelfe in Wr 1 
| D 4 
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5 
young and ſtrong every one dꝛeaded and doubted mee⸗ 
ut now J am old, feeble,and neare my death, none ſet⸗ 
teth ought by me, but ol cuery one J am abuſed: And 
becauſe that 4 haue loſt my vigour « ſtrength , J have 
alſo loſt np dignity and wozſhip. Therefoze this fable 
ſheweth how we muſt be meek in pꝛolperity, leſt we be 
ſcoꝛned of all men in our adverſity, 
: 'Cf the Aﬀe and the young Dogge. 
N O man ought to meddle with that which hee can- 
not doe. Mherefoꝛe Eſop rehcarſeth ſuch a fable, 
of an Alle which was in the houſe of a Loꝛd, which had 
a little Dog which he loved well, and eate upon his ta⸗ 
ble. And the little dog fawned and leapt upon his gown, 
t to all them that were in the houſe he ſhewed his lone: 
wherefoze the Aﬀe was envious, and ſaid in himſelfe, 
Il my Lo2dand his ſervants love this miſcre ant beaſt 
that ſheweth his love towards them, by all rcaſon they 
muſt love me if J ſhew kindneſſe towards them; and 
therefoꝛe from hencefoꝛth J will take mp diſpozt , and 
make ioy and play with my K oꝛd and his ſervants, 
And as the Aſſe was in his thought and imagination, 
it happened that he ſaw his Lo2d entering into p houſe; 
The Alle began to dance:and to make cheere, i to ſing 
with his ſweet voyce: and appꝛoching toward his Lozd, 
leapt upon his ſhoulder , and began to kiſſe and licke 
him, The .Lozdthen began to cry out with a loud voice 
and ſaid, Let this foule whozeſon that hurteth me ſo 
ſoꝛe be well beaten and put away. Then the Loꝛds ſer⸗ 
nants took great ſtaues, and began to finite upon the 
pooze Alle , and beat him ſoꝛe that he had no moze cou⸗ 
rage to dance oꝛ leape npon his Maſter. 
2 Of the Lion and — = a 
mighty and puiſſant muſt fo2give the feeble , 
T fer alt dhe lle nu well give aide and helpe unto 
the great; whereof Eſop rehearſeth ſuch a fable, ofa 
Lion which flept ina foꝛreſt, and the Rats diſpozting 
them ahout him, it happened that they went upon thy 
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Lion, whereat he awaked, and with his claw he tooke 
one of them; When the Rat ſaw her ſelle thus taken, 
thee ſaid unto the 1 ion: Py Loꝛd J pꝛay pou pardon 
me, foz liitle ſhall you winne by my death, + J thought 
not to diſpleaſe you. Zhen thought the Lyon with 

imſcife, that it were no woꝛſhip to put her to death; 
whercfoꝛe he foꝛgaue her and let her goe. After this, 
it hapned that the ſame Lion was taken in a ſnare, 
whercupon he began to cry and make ſoꝛrow: and 
when the Rat heard him cry, be appꝛoched, and de- 
manded what he apted- And the Lion ſaid : Seeſt thou 
how J am taken and bound with this line: Then ſaid 
the Raf, Py Lo2d J wil not be unkind, bat ſhal ever re⸗ 
member pour great mercy toward me, and withall, if 
I can, I ſhall now helpe you. The Rat then began to 
bite the co2d, and ſo long knawed thereon, that the cod 
bꝛake in ſunder, and the Lion eſcaped, 

Thereldꝛe this fable teacheth , how that a mighty 
man ought not to deſpiſe the little oꝛ meane, foꝛ he-that 
cannot hurt by his ſtrength, may give helpe by his dili- 
gent endeavour, | 

1 Oft the young Kite and his Mother, 

H E that ever doth e vill, ought not to have truſt that 

his p2ayer ſhould be heard. Of which matter Eſop 
rchcarſeth this fable There was a kite which was 
ſicke, inſomuch that he had no truff to recover his 
health. And as he ſaw himſelf weake add feeble, he 
pꝛayed his mother that ſhe would pꝛay unto her gods 
foz him. Mis mother anſwered him, My ſon, thou haſt 
greatly offended and blaſphemed the gods that now 
thep will ayenge them on thee, fo2 thou pzayeſt not to 
them fo pitty noꝛ loue, but fo2 feare and d2ead; foz he 
which leadeth an evil life, and in his dealing is obſti⸗ 
nate, ought not to haue hope to be deliuered of his evil. 
Foz when one is fallen into extreme ſickneſſe, then is 
the time come that he muſt be paid accoꝛding to his 
derds: toz that he offendeth other in his p2oſperity, = 
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find few friends when he falleth into adverſity, 

Hees = good comnſell, vail not faite 
oun not fai 

be evill — — Ne z ſop rehearſeth 


low-man ſowed Lin- 
of the ſame Linſed, 

n might 9 — and gins, went and ſaid to all o⸗ 

ther birds; Come pee all with me, and let us pluck up 
this; fo! tt we let it row, the labourer ſhall make gins 
aud nets to take us all: but all the birds diſpꝛaiſed her 
canncell. Then the Swallow ſeeing this, went and 
harboured her ſelf in the —— honſe. And when 
the flax was growne and pulled up, the labonrer made 
gins and nets to take birds, wherewith he tooke every 
daydivers of thoſe birds, and bꝛought them home to 
his houſe. Which the Swallow ſee ing, ſaid, I told vou 
of this befo:e, but vou would not be warned by me. 


The end of the firſt Booke. 


The Prologue of the ſecond PooOke. 

AEL manner of fables are found to ſhew men what 

they ſhould enſue and follow, and alſo what they 
ought to leave and flee; fo2 fable is as much to ſap 
in Poetry, as wozds in Theologie. And therefoꝛe A 
write Fables , to ſhew the good conditions of good 
men:fo: the Law is given foꝛ treſpaſſers and miſdoers: 
E becauſe the good andiuſt be not lubiect to the l aw , 
as we finde and reade of the Athenians which living 
after the law of Nature, 4 alſo at their liverty, would 
needs haue a Ring kfoꝛ to puniſh all evill ; but becauſe 
en ener mo pony hes teeny 
them was cozrected and puniſhed, they were 
tromuuled when the new — executed 1 — 


benin to be in 


tans 


becanſe that afoze ** 
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bey had demanded any Ling. Againſt the which Eſop 
rherleth this fable following, 


The Firſt Fable is of the Frogges 
and of Iupiter. 


x ©thing is ſo god as to live iuſfly and at li⸗ 
berty ; foꝛ frædome and liberty is AE 
then any gold 02 ſilver : whereof Eſo 
hcarſeth lch a Fable: Divers frogs 

in ditches and ponds at there own liberty, the a alt 
ther with one conſent made requeſt unto Iupiter, 
he would — them a ber # and Iupiter thereof began 
to maruell, and fo2 ing he caſt them downe a 
grout peece of wood, h with the fall thereol made 
a great ſound in the water, whereof they — Ho 
dead d feare; & after as they appzoched to their King 
fo: to make him obeyſance, ⁊ perceived that it was 
but a peece of wad, they turned againe to Iupiter, pays 
ing him earneſtly that he would give to them another 
Bing. Then lupiter gave to them t ron to be their 
Bing. pen! e Heron centred into the water, and eat 
K the one after another. And when the Frogs — 


their Bing did ſo devoure them, they bega 
Werpe to Iupiter, and to ſay unto him: Right hgh a0 
er th Tupiter , We P2ap the to deliver us from 
thoat of this Tyrant, Ka eateth us one after ano- 
ther. And then ſaid Iupiter to them, the . which ver 
have demanded {hall be pour —— Wherefo2e ix tobe 


it ell; 1 — is better 1 p, 92 u 

— not be fold foz all the gold and ſilver in 5 
* the Doves, the Kite, and the bode pony «+ 

H: SS that putiat hin ſhall ate aoke helpe of 

time el . and get none, accozding to this 
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fable of the Doues which requeſted a Sparhawke to be 
their — — to kp them from the Kite , and when 


the Sparhawke was made — ouer them, he began 
to denne them: Then » Doves laid among themſelnes 
that better it were foꝛ us to ſuffer of the Rite, than to 
be ſubiects unto the Sparhawke, a to be martyred as 
we be, but hereof we be well wozthy, foꝛ we our ſelves 
are the onely cauſe of this nnſcheife. UWherefoze it is 
good wiſdome fo: men to thinke well what will be the 


end, erethey begin any thing, 


Of the Theefe and the Dog. 
1 F man give any thing, he that receiveth if, ought to 
take heed to what end it is given; whereof Eſope re⸗ 
hearſeth this fable. There was a thefe that came on 
anight into a mans houſe foꝛ to have robbed him, and 
- — mans Dogg began to barke at him, and then 
the theele did caſt at him a pœce ot bꝛead: and then the 
dog ſaid to him: thou caſteſt this bꝛead foꝛ no god wil', 
but onely to the end that 1 ſhould hold my peace, to the 
intent that thou mayeſt rob my Maſter; and therefo2e 
it were not good fo2 me, that fo2 a moꝛſell ot bꝛead A 
ſhould looſe my life; wherefoꝛe goe thy way, o2 elſe J 
will awake my Maſter and all his houſhold. The dog 
then began to barke, and the theefe fled ; and thus by 
couetoufneſle many haue receiued great gifts, which 
haue cauſed them to loſe their heads, Uherefozc it is 
good to conſider, andlooke well to what intent the 
gilt is ginen, to the end that none may be betrayed by 
gifts, neither ought any foꝛ gifts to wozke treaſon, = 
Of the Wolfe and the Sow, WW 
A Man ou ght not to belceue all that he heareth ; 
whereof kſop rehearſeth ſuch a Fable, of a 
Mole which came towards a Solve, which kept and 
made ſo2row fo2 the 1 that the felt, becauſe 
the was great with Pig. And the Molke came to her, 


ſaying, my ſiſter, make the young pigs ſecure : foz 
. topfullp 
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iopfully and with good will J ſhall ſerue and help thee. 
And the Sow then ſaid to him, go fo:th on thy way, 
fo J haue no need of the help of ſuch a ſeruant: foz 
as long as thou ſhalt ſtand here, I ſhall not deliuer me 
of my charge: foꝛ thou deſtreſt nothing elle eqn; 
them and eate them. The Wolfe hen went his way, 
and anone the Sowe was delinered of her pigs: but 
ifſhe had beleeued him, ſhe had had a ſozrowfull birth, 
— ＋ he that fooliſhly beleeueth, fooliſhly it hap- 
ne im. 


| CF the Mountaine that ſhooke. | 
R Ight fo it hapneth, that he that ſhaketh , h 
dꝛead and is fearefull ;. whereof Eſop rehearſet 

vnto vs ſuch a fable of a hill which began to tremble 
and ſhake, becauſe of the ole that delued. And as the 
folke law that the ear h began to ſhake, they were ſoꝛe 
afraid, and durſt not come nigh the mountaine, but 
when they knew it was long of the Mole, their doubt 
and dead was turned to iop, and they began all to 
laugh, Zherefo:e men ought not to beleue all folke 
which be full of great woꝛds: fo2 ſome men will great- 
ly feare where no danger is. 


Of the Wolfe and the Lambe,. . , - 
T Pebirth cauſeth nat aman ſo much to get ſome 
freinds, as doth the neſſe, whereof kſop re⸗ 
hearſeth to vs ſuch a table, of a Wolfe which ſaw a 
Lambe among a great heard of Goates, the which 
A ambe ſucked a Goate, and the Wolfe ſaid to him, 
this Goate is not thy mother, goe and ber 
at the mountaine , foz ſhe ſhall nouriſh thee moꝛe 
ſweetly ann moze tenderly then the Goate will: an 
the Lambe anſwered him: This Goate nouriſbet 
me inſtead ol my mother, fo2 ſhe lendeth to me her 


' paps ſooner then to any of her owne childzen, and 


vet moze better it is f0z me to be here among theſe. 
goats 
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— than to depart from , and to fall int 
2 ole ng he is a foole, mot 

ne m fredome oꝛ ſurety, putteth himſelfe in 

death: foꝛ — i is to liue hardly in lurety, than 


50 the old Dog, and his Maſter. 
Mn backs. nat to difpeaiſe the ancient , noꝛ to put 
; fo: if thou be you thou oughteſt 


to pꝛaiſe the acts oꝛ deeds , which they have —_— 

ihe, Ter was Ex mien 220g tie wh 
og, 

youth hdd been of : - p tochaſe 


Bodi — rape bes 


Dogge imto him, S 
eſt me evill : 2 


my young a 2 . uſty: and now when 

am old RE Geng 5 by ne. 5 
any goo pouth, in his o 

be ati not continu iFihe verturs which he pollen 


Of the Hares, and the Frogs, 


M E N ſay — 2 that as the time oeth, ſo 
mich folkes whereof k ſoy OT 4--- 


fable, that bu holdet euil 

have jatince ite evil hater the — oo him⸗ 
Foz ſometimes as a hunter chaſed though the the 

a as they ran Fall thong ami e 

dogs, and when the frogs ſaw hoy: 


ares run, thep be- 
gan 
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gan alſo to run and flee as faſt. The one of the Pares 
ſeeing them ſo feavefull, ſaid to his fcllowes : let us be 
ns moze fo fearefull, foꝛ we be not alone in dꝛead, but 
all theſe frogs be in doubt as well as we: therefo:e we 
ought not to to diſpaire,but truſt and hope to live, and it 
- _ — cnn 26 282 — endeavour to 
ar ; ime will one 
— — of „ Thirowy ine 
c n cught 
— I but eb ever to be in hope; that a time bf better — 
will come: even as peace commeth after war,. and fatr 
weather after 
O the Woke and the — 
GE Dod childzen ought ta keepe thi 
of their parents and _- 
ſeth this lowing. why 
had littered her poung Kid; ry hunger toke her, 
that ſhee would haue one into the fields fot to haue 
eaten by ch al; wheretax thee ſaid ta her young 
5 ce 


W 


thou faineft the voice o mother, audt 
—— 2 — the 1 
to marke and lay up in cr hearts the 
—— their parents, toꝛ inany a one and un⸗ 


done — lack ot obedience, 
Of the Poore Man and the Serpent. 
HE that applies 4. to doe other men harme 
ought not tot himſelle ſecure; — 
rehearſeth this fable. There was a 
came into the houſe of a poꝛe man, and 11 4 97 
es fell frow the paze mans table, fo: the ft 
thing there hapned great foztune to this man, —— 
breamo very rich 15nt on aa this man tas ery 
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angry againſt the Serpent, and tooke a ſwoꝛd, and 
finote at him: wherefoꝛe the ſerpent went aut of the 
houſe, and came no m22e thither againe. A little af- 

ter, this man fell againe into great pouerty, and then 
he knew that by foꝛtune of the Serven: he was be⸗ 
come rich ;wherefore it repented him that he had 
dꝛinen away the Serpent. Then he went and hum⸗ 
bled himſelfe to the Serpent, ſaying : 1 pꝛav the that 
thou wilt pardon me the offence that J haue dane thy; 

And the Serpent ſaid : Seeing thou reventeſt thee of 
thy miſdeede, J foꝛaiue thee : but as lonx as J ſhall 
line, J ſhall remember thy malice : fo2 as thou hur⸗ 
tedſt me once, ſa thou mateſt againe. Wherefo2e that 
which was once evill, ſhall ener ſo be held; men ought 
therefo:e not to inſult over him of whom they receiue 
—— benefit, noꝛ vet to ſuſpect their good and true 
riends. 


Ofthe Hart, the Sheepe, and the Wolfe. | 
A Pꝛomiſe which is made by foꝛte and fo? feare, is 
not to be kept. Uhereof Eſop rehearſeth this 
following fable. A Hart in the pꝛeſente of a Wolfe, 
demanded of a Shepe that ſhe ſhould nav a buſhell of 
come, and the Molfe commanded the ſheepe to pay it; 
And when the dav of payment was come, the Hort 
demanded of the Sheepe the coꝛne. And the Sheepe 
ſaid to him. The conenants and pꝛomiſes which are 
made by foꝛce and dꝛead, are not to he kept; for it was 
foxce to me being befoꝛe the WMolfe, to promiſe ind 
grant tothe that which thou neuer lendſt to me; 
therefoꝛe thou ſhalt haue nothing of me. 7Uherefn2e it 
is good ſometimes to make nꝛomiſe of ſame ſmall 
things, to withſt and greater loſſe: fo2 the things that 
are done by fo2ce, hane no fidelity. | 
Of the bald man and the fly. 
O F alittle evill may come a greater. Whereof 
Eſop rehearſeth this fable, There was 1 es 
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clich pꝛicked a man vpon his bald head, and when he 
would haue ſmitten her, ſhe fled away, and thus he 
(mote himſelfe, wherat the Fly began to laugh: and 
the bald man ſaid, euill braſt, thou deſerueſt well thy 
death; J ſmote my ſelfe, whereat thou diddeſt mock 
me, but il J had hit the thou haddeſt ſurely bin flaine, 
Therfoze men ſap — at the harm of other 
men, none ought to laugh oꝛ ſcozne, but enuious and 
ſcoꝛntull woꝛds pꝛocure many enemies, fo2 which 
— it oft hapneth, that a few bad wo2ds cauſe great 
ger. 


Of the For and the Storke, 


ND man ought to doe vnto others, that 19 he 
would not ſhould be done vnto himſelfe. 
which Eſop rehearſeth this fable, to wit, of a 5 
which requeſted a Stozke to ſupper, and the For pu; 
the meat vpon a trencher, the hmeate ſto2ke 
might not eat, wherof thee to great diſpleaſare and 
departed to her lodging: and becauſe the ox had thus 
deceived her, ſhe bethought her ſelfe how ſhe might be- 
guilethe Foxe: fo as men ſap, It is merry tobe- 
guile the begnilers. Wherfoze the Stoꝛk pꝛaped the 
Fox to come and ſup with her, and the apa dom 
meat within a glalle and when the Fox wo 
eaten thereof he could not come by it, but only licked 
the outſide of the glaſſe, becauſe he could not reach in- 
to it with his month. And then the Stozk ſaid to him, 
take part of — fare. 9s thou gaueſt me. Dot 
For right ſhamefully departed thence. Thus with 
the ſame rod which he made fo2 other, he was beaten 
— he that beguileth other, muſt lok 
ile 
— the he Wolke — the mans head. , 
haue moꝛe wozſhip than wit, whereof E- 
* rehearſeth a fable of a Wolfe, which found a 
dead mans head, the which het turned 83 
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with his kante, and ſaid :-Ah holw fair and pleaſant me 
thou been, and now thou hat in thee wit no 
beauty, alſo us art without voice & wit — 
and thereloꝛe 142 behold the Panty aan 
fairneCe of the ; body, t the goodneffe of the courage: 
fo: ſometimes men giue gloꝛy and wozſhip to lome 
that haue not deſerued it. 
Of the Iay and the Peacock. 
N One ought to weare another mans — nt. and 
to be pꝛoud thereof as it were his own creof 
Eſop rehearſeth to us this fable. here. was a Jau 
which decked and arraid her ſelte wh 19 the feathers 
of a 1 and 1 he _— eckt, % be! went 
— 5 among the Peacocks : n 
, he began to dif] ite bis frilowes, 
cacocks knew that! was not of their 
; nd whe plucked off all his feathers, and beats 
in ſuch manner that no feathers abode npon him, 
— 1 away all naked and bare : and when his fcl- 
Wee ſaid: agar allant comneth here⸗ 
r had a while a goe - 
imme —— tome me our compmiy : Then 
bid * him and beate him ſaving: It 
bern content with thine own rayment, thou 
than not ben put to this ſhame. Thertdꝛe it is not 
od to weare other mens clothes, foꝛ many there are 


bꝛag much of that which is not their owne, 
Of the Mule and.the ty 


O e a great labon 
Que woke: 6. great this this E Bn a 


— bras 12 le ew 19 75 
n ly 
Dry  lazle Pte, why thon no fa- 
fter - I ſhall ſo meat park thee, t thatt make 
this go — 28 Cr d keep the 
Moon from Eidos 
feare of ther, but I dzead and doubt foz my Palterhat 
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ſet as a Judg between them, gaue ſenfence, and ſaid 
thus to the Mole: Come » thou haſt loſt all 
that which thou demandeſt: 
well that thou haſt uſurped, and robbed ſomthing, how- 
beit that thou denieſt it in Juſtice: but becauſe that 
peace may be betwixt you both, ye ſhall part logether 
pour gods, to the end that none of pou both 
2175 part: Fo he that is accuſtomed to rob and cal 
| eat paine he may abſtaine oꝛ refraine himſelfe 
from ft. for one beaniler euermoʒe r another. 
And beranſe that the Ape found them both gull 4 1 
ſuſpitious, he made them acco2d and part ha 
. : Wherfoze. they that be accuſtomed to = 2 
| LY fallhwd,ſhall euer live in great miſlike 


of the Man, and the Weſill. 
| N ell to conſider the courage — 
1＋ that doth god, and to the en 

doth i ron Eſop rehearſeth fable 
his houl * a lemi (ed after Rats 
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men mukk haue a god intent in doing of it. Uher- 
foze J will not par don thee, ſeeing thhu deſerueſt no 
mercy, but p:eſentiy put thee to death. 

| f the Fox and the — -mleife t he 

pete man ought not to compare hi o him 
1 that is rich, as E ſop ſheweth to us by this p:elent 
fable. There was a Frog in a medow which eſpied 
an Oxe hard by in paſture, and perceiuing the Oxe 
great and her ſelfe lit le, ſhe to well againſt he 
Dre, and ſaid to her childꝛen, Am not J now as great 
as the Dre, and as mighty: and her childzen ſaid, 
nay mother, foꝛ when we behold tho Dre, you ſeem 
nothing like in bigneſſe to him. At theſe woꝛds the 
Frog began moze to-ſwell, And when the Dre ſaw 
the pꝛide and folly of the Frog, he trod vpon her with 
his fot, and bake her all to peeces. Therfoze it is 
not god ſoꝛ the poꝛe to compare himſelfe with the rich. 
but rather to content himſelfe in his calling: left by 
ſtriuing beyond his polver, he purchaſe not only the ill 
will of the wealthy, but work withall his own woe 


and ouerth2ow, 
The end of the ſecond Book. 


The third Book of the ſubtile Fables of Eſop. 


The firſt fable of the Lion and the Shepheard. 
Hey that are mighty and puiſſant,ought not 
to be vnmindfull of the benefits done vnto 
them by the pwꝛe and ſimple, and ought alſo 
to requite them as much as in them lieth. 

As this Fable of Eſop appꝛoueth and ſheweth vs of a 
Lion which ranne after abeaſt,and as he ran, athoꝛn 
entred into his fot, which afcerward hurt and grie⸗ 
ved him greatly. Wherefoze he 3 — | 
as well as he could, he came to a which 
was keeping ſheep, and began to flatter 1 
3 


68 The third Bobk 


bis taile, ſhewing his Got which was hnrt : The ſh 
heard was in great frare and dead, and caft betv2c t 
Lion one of his ſherp but the l wn demanded no ineat: 
foꝛ moe he defired to haue ſome help and eaſe of his 
kaot than any meat. And when the ſhepheard ſay the 
wound, he wich his needie ſubtillv dꝛew the thoꝛne gut 
of his fot, and tut out ot the weund all the rotten 
fiefh, and cozruption, and anointed the wound with 
ſuth wert oyntments, that anon the Lion was L 
And fo2 to render thankes vnto the Shepheard, the 
ion kiffed his hand, and went again tothe wed, And 
within a while after, it hapned that the Lion wils ta⸗ 
ken, and conueighed into the City of Rome, ans was 
put —_ other beaſts fot to deuoute the miſdo⸗ 
ers. It alſo hapned in pꝛoteſſe of ume, that the ſame 
ſbepheard commited an offence fo2 which he was iud⸗ 
ged to be deuoured of beafts, and as ſwn as he was 
caſt in among them, the 1 ton knew him. and began to 
hehold him and licked him with his tongue, and kept 
him from all other bealts. Then knew the ſhepheard 
that it was the ſame Lion which he had made 1 
and that he would now recompence him foꝛ the god 
which he had done to him. UWherotf all the Romans 
were greatly abaſhed, and would alſo know the cauſe 
of. if, why he was fo cheriſhed by the wild beaſt. And 
when they knew the cauſe,they gaue leaue ta the ſhep- 
heard tu go home, and ſent he ion again to the Fo2- 
reſt. Men ought therefoze to render thanks to thetr 
Bens factozs, fo2 ingratitude is difpleaſing to God, 


and to man. . 
n perten Of the Lion and the Horſe, 


Ex . Siu than tg aw pre 
Career unte vs by this fabia. There wasn ion 
which ſaw a Youb eat graſſr in a meadow, md deing 
defirgus to dervtirs the Hoꝛſe, ho went to him and 
laid; God keep the my dꝛothes, 3 
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and becauſe thou haſt aTo2e fot, J will help thee. The 
Worte knowing well the Lions euill intent, ſaid: J 
am glad brother of thy comming hither, I pꝛay thee 
now that thou wilt make my fo whole: and then 
Lion ſaid to the Hoꝛſe. let me ſee thy fot 3 and as 
Lion lwked on it the Hoꝛſe ſmote him on the foehead, 
in ſuch wiſe that he b2ake his head. and the Lion fell to 
the ground, being hurt ſo grit uoufly that he cou 
hardly riſe again. And be ing vp again; he ſaid to him⸗ 
ſellke: Surely J am well wozthy of this, koz he that 
ſeeketh eull, euill connneth to him: and becaule that 
J diſlembled, and fained my ſelfe to be a Phyſition, 
whetras J ſhould haue ſhewed my ſelf a great enemp, 
I therfoze haue received a meet reward, Therefoze 
euery one ought to ſhew himſclfe plainly as he is. 


| Cf the o. ſe and the Aﬀe, - 
HE that is foꝛtunate and happy, knows not hold 
ſone he may be p nꝛe and miſerable. And therefoꝛe 
none ought to deſpiſe the ſimple, but rather to think 
himſelfe may become as meane and poꝛe. Whereof 
Eſop ſheweth this fable. There was a great Yoale 
vhich was wel harneſſed and apparcyed and his ſad⸗ 
dle richly furniHed with gold, this Hoꝛſe met with a 
Alle ſoꝛe laden in a narrow way: and becauſe the 
Ne turned not back, incontinent the hoꝛſe ſaid to him, 
Umnannetly braſt, haſt thou no ſhame, bareſt thou no 
reverence bnto thy Lo»d + Who holdeth me now, 
Ho E! we — foot mean noe thy eats — thou 

nat place foꝛ me e by thee - The paze 
anſwered neuer a woꝛd, but was ſoꝛry: andIfter that, 
he would haue beaten him, wherat the Aﬀe ſtül held 
s peace as wiſe and ſage, and ſo the Hoꝛ ſe went his 
y. And within a while after, it befell that foꝛtune 
turned her wheele fo dawn, that this faire hozſe becam 
old, leane; and fick, and out of all pzoſperity, and his 
maſter commanded he ſony be had into the — 
4 
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and- inſtead of his rich ſaddle, men ſhould put on his 
back a panier foz to bcare dung to the fields. Now it 
hapned that the Afſe which was in a Peddow ea 

graſle,perceiued the Hoꝛſe, and knew him well, wher- 
of —_ greatly abaſhed, he maruelled much how he 
ſhould becom ſo poꝛe and leane. And as the Alle went 
toward him, he ſaid, ha fellow, where is now thy faire 
ſaddJe, and thy rich bꝛidle garniſhed with gold » how 
art thou now becom ſo leane⸗ what hath thy pꝛide pꝛo⸗ 
fited thee, and the great pꝛeſumption which once t 

didſt ſhew to me 2 think now how thou art leane and 
bnthzifcy,and how thou and J be not of one office. And 
now the miſerable and vnhappp Yo!ſe was abaſhed, 
and foꝛ ſhame loked downward, and anſwered neuer 
a woꝛd: Fo? all his felicity was then cleane turned 
into aduerſity. Wherfoze they that be in felicity, ought 
not to mock and ſcoꝛn them that be in aduerſity, foz 
many haue bin rich, which now are in great pouerty 


and need. 

| Of the Birds, and of the Beaſts, 
(Ne man cannot ſerue two Palters which be con- 

trary one to the other, as Eſop ſheweth in this 
p:eſent fable. Dn a time the Beaſts made great war 
againſt the Birds, and they fought often togethcr. And 
the Bat fearing the wolues, and that the beaſts would 
vanquiſh them, ſhe thought in her mind and ſaid to 
her ſelfe, We are not able to ouercome the beaſts, 
wherfoze J will ſaue my life and goe take part wit 
them. And when the battaile was o2dered on bot 
des, the Eagle began to enter into the battell of the 
35caſts by ſuch a h, that with the help of the 
other birds he got the field, and vanguiched the beaſts, 
Wherkoꝛe the Beaſts made peace with the Birds, and 
were all of one acco2d and one will: and foz the trea⸗ 
ſon that the Bat had made ſhe was condemned neuer 
to ſœ the day, and neuer fo flie but only by night: and 
alſo ſhe was deſpoiled of all her feathers. So be.that 
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will ſerue two Paſters, contrary one to er, is 
not to be accounted juſt noꝛ true: and they which leaue 
their own maſter to ſerue a ſtranger, which is 


to him, are woꝛthy to be puniſhed. Fo2 the G 

ſaith, no man can ſerue both God and the deuill. 
Cf the Nightingale and the Sparhawke, 

HE that opp:eCeth the innocent, ſhall haue an enill 
end, whereof k ſop rehearſeth this fable following. 
There was a Sparhawke which put her ſelfe within 
the neſt of a Nightingale, where he found the young 
birds. The Nightingale came and perce iued it,nher- 
foze the payed and required him to haue pitty on her 
young Birds: and the Spar⸗hawke anſwered and 

ald: If thou wilt that J grant thy requeſt, thou muff 
then ſing ſweetly alter my will. And the Nightingale 
began to ſing ſweetly, not with the heart, bur with the 
thzoat only, foꝛ ſhe was filled with ſoꝛrow that other⸗ 
wiſe ſhe might not ſing. The Sparhawhke ſaid to the 
Nightingale, this ſong pleaſeth me not, and then he 
tek one of the young birds and deuoured it. And as 
he would have denoured another, there came a Hun⸗ 
ter: which did caſt a Net vpon the Sparhawke, and 
when he would haue flown away, he might not, foꝛ he 
was aken. And therefoꝛe he that hurtcth the inno- 
cent, is woꝛthy to dye an euill death, as Cain did fo 


killing Abel. 
Of the Wolfe and the For, 


FOztune helpeth both god and euill folke, and all 

them which the helpeth,no euill hapneth vnto them: 
But they that ſet their malice againſt Foꝛtune, be ſubs 
uerted and onerth:zrwn by her. There ol Eſop rehear⸗ 
ſeth a fable There was a wolfe which had gathered to- 
gether a great pzep of meat, that he might the better 
line delicioufly, of the For had great enuy, and 
that he might ſteal ſome of that meat, he went into the 
caue of the wolle and ſaid to him: My goſſip, becauſe 
that it is long ſince J ſaw ther, J am in great — 
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and ſozrow,; and alſo becauſe a long time we haue not 
bin connerſaut together. UWſhen the Wolfe knew 
malice of the For, he ſaid, Thou art not come hi- 
ſ& how 4 fare,but to rob me. Fo2 which words 
he For was angry, and went to a Shepheard, and 
ſaid: Jf thou wilt ve avenged on the Wolfe which is 
enenw to thy heard, this day ſhall I put him into thy 
bands, And the Dhepheard anſwered the Fox thus: 
f 2 dae as thou fapeſt, I ſhall pay the well foz it. 
Then the Fox ſhewed him the hole wheretn he was, 
amd the Shepheard incontinent wont thicher, and with 
r killed the Mole. By this means the Fox 
wis well refreſhed with the Molues victuals, but as 
returned home, he was deuoured of dogs: where- 
2e he ſaid to himſelfe, becauſe J haue done euill,euill 
tommeth to me: fo? fin returneth to his Maſter, and 
euill to him that euill doth, 
a Of the Hart and the Hunter. 
MEn fomtime pꝛaiſe that that ſhould be diſpꝛaiſed, 
and oftentimes men blau and diſpꝛaiſe hat which 
thould be p2aiſed, as k ſop ſheweth in this following 
fable. It hapned that a Hart vpon a time dꝛank in a 
fountaine oz Well, and as he dꝛank he ſaw his head 
which was honed, wherfoꝛe he pꝛaiſed much his hozns 
And as he loked on his legges, which were long and 
ſmall, he diſpꝛaiſed and diflixed them. And as he was 
dzinking, he heard the voyce and barking of dogges, 
wherefoze he would haue fled into the Fo:reft to haue 
faved himſelfe : and as he ſaw the dogs ſo nœꝛe him, 
he would faine have entred within a buſh hard by, but 
— might not, foꝛ his hozns kept him out; and when 
ſaw that he might not efcape,he began to ſay within 
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bimſelfe, J and diſpꝛaiſed my legs, which 
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to rniſe the thinir that's y2ofitable, noꝛ 
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f aiſe and loue the Church of CTheiſts, and all 
3 Commandements of the ſame. They on alſoto 
difaiſe and fig all ſin and vice, which is both euill 
and damnable. 


Of the Goddeſſe Iuno and Venus, with other women, 


Bank hattio, wr u is weh and an het 
pile chaſtity, fb2 2 an 
ng to any man, to hold him well content alone. Bat 
venũs fo her diſpozt, 4 to dꝛiue away the time, would 
interpꝛet the ſaping of the Hens; wherefore the de⸗ 
mird a Hen that was in her houſe, But at this 
time J'ſbal kp my tongue and ſpeak no further ther- 
of, foz many wiſe men haue ſene and read all this 
book, and bnderſtand all the matter of it. And becauſe 
it is little and honeſt, and that we all be bound to keep 
Ladies in their woꝛſhip and honour, and alſo in enery 
place we ought to pꝛatſe them, wee will now ceaſe 
to enquire further of this matter and hiſfozy, which 
we (hall leaue in Latine foz great Clerks, and in fpe- 
ciall fo2 them that will ſpend their time to ſtudy and 
read ſhe gloſſe of Eſop. 
Of the Knight and the Widdow, 
T Ve woman that ligeth in this woꝛld without re- 
pwwach and blame, is wo2thy to be pꝛaiſed greatly, 
whereof Eſop rehearſcth a fable of a man and a wo⸗ 
man which loued much each other. It happened 
them by Atropos 8 death (which we every one muſt 
ſaffer) that the ſuis man died, and as wou 
haue bone him to his graue, which was withon! this 
town His wife made great ſozrow, ard wept pitiouſs 
ly: and when he was buried, ſhe would remain till 
bpon the graue, and made her alittle » 0; houſe 
— — and out off that lodge [be 


neuer de⸗ 
rt faire werds, neither tha any gift, noꝛ foz 
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_ a miſdoer was condemned to be hanged, and to 
the end he ſhould not be taken downe from the gal- 
lowes, commandement was giuen that a Knight 
ſhould kerp him; aud as the Knight kept him, he had a 
great thirſt, and percciuing the lodge of the ſaid wo⸗ 
man, he went vnto her, and deſired her to gine him 
ſome dꝛink, and ſhe with god heart gaue him d2ink, 
and when he had dꝛunk, he returned toward the gal⸗ 
lows. This Knight came another time to the woman 
to comfoꝛt her, and 3. times he did ſo, And as he was 
thus going and comming, doubting of no body, in the 
mean while the hanged man was taken from the gal- 
lowes: and when the knight was come to the gallows 
and ſaw his dead man gone, he was greatly abaſhed, 
and not without cauſe, fo2 —— charged with him 
vpon paine of death, that if he were taken away, this 

Knight ſhould ſuffer death: and incontinent he went 

to the ſaid woman, and kiſſed her fert, and lay befoꝛe 

her as he had bin de nd. And the laid, my friend, what 

wilt thou that J do foꝛ thee - Alas, ſaid he, J pꝛay thee 

that thou help and counſell me at mp ned, foꝛ now be- 

cauſe J haue not my thicke well, J muſt ſuffer 

dea h. And then the woman ſaid, Baue thou no dꝛead 

my friend, foꝛ J will find a means to deliuer thee, foz 

we will take my husband, and hang him inftead of 


' thiefe. Then began ſhe to delue, and tok out of 


earth her husband, and at night,!be hanged him on 
gallows in ſtead of the thicfe, and ſaid to the Knight : 
Right deare friend, J pꝛay the kep it ſecret, ſoꝛ we 
do it ſecretly. Thus dead men haue ſome that ſoꝛrow 
fo them, but the lorzow is ſane gone and paſt. They 
that be aliue haue ſome which dzead them, but their 
d2ead ceaſeth when they be dead. 


| of the young man and the common harlot. 
O FA the commonand foliſh woman, kſop rehear⸗ 


h to bs a Fable: Ebert was a womanna- 
me 
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med Thais, which becauſe of her fained lone, was the 
loſſe and death of many young men. To one that had 
beat her often befoze that time, ſhe ſaid : My right dear 
loue and friend, J ſuppoſe that of many a one J am de- 
ſired and loned : neuertheleſſe, J ſhall ſet my loue on 
ther alone, wherfoꝛe J pꝛay thee that thou wilt be mine, 
and J ſhall be thine; fo2 all thy gods J care not, but foz 
thy ſweet body. But he that verp well knew the fan- 
taſte of the woman, anſwered her right ſwetly, thy 
will and my will be both one, foꝛ thou art ſhe J moſl 
deſire, and ſhe that J ſhall loue all the time of my lite, 
if thou no moze deceine me, but bccauſe thou haſt de- 
teiued me in times paſt, J am the moze afraid of the. 
But notwithſtanding this, thou art much pleaſant and 
faire in the ſight of me. Thus the one beguiled the o⸗ 
ther: feꝛ the loue of a common harlot is not to be tru- 
fred : thou oughteſt therefo:e to think, that the com- 
mon woman always loueth thy ſiluer moꝛe than ther. 


Of the Father and the evill ſo ne: 


He god and wiſe Fa her ought to chaſtiſe his chil- 
T rxnintheiryoungage and not when they are old, 
foz then it is much difficulty to make them bow, as 
Eſop rehearſeth to vs a Fable of a Father which had 
a Donne, the which did nothing that he onght to haue 
done, but euer was going and playing in the Town, 
And the father fo2 the miſrule of his ſon. bꝛawled 7 
lauren oz 1aboure? i baum bul bp the hozns 
nan oꝛ labourer, ound a 0 
to an Dre: The Bull would not be bound but ſmote 
at the man with his fert, and lanched at him 
with his hoꝛns. At the laſt being bound, the T 
ſaid kö them, J haue foyncd and bound pou both tage 
ther to the end that vou ſhould dd ſome. labour. But 
will that the leaſt ot von two, that is. che Bull. be lcax- , 
ned and taught ol the greateſt, which ts the Drei 4. 
4 | ws mu 
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muſt (laid the laborrer to himfſelfe) bind them thus to⸗ 
— to the end that the Bull which is voung, flerce, 
icious and ſtroig, ſmite, ne hart ns body, wherof 
=p i come to me. But becanſe know 
* that Dre ſhall teach and govern him well, 1 
bound them both together. UWhereby this fable 
order vs, that the Father ought both to feach and 
T's - example to the child, and chathifs bin 


ts pounge+ ld he that loueth his child, will 
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haue peace among them: the which TmbaCadonr ſaid 
vnto the ſh æp in this manner: If ye will giue vs the 
Dogs, we thall ſweare vnto pon, that we thall neuer 
keep ne hold war againſt pou. And the Sheep anſwe- 
red: If pe will ſweare hereto, we hall be content. 
And thus they made peace together, but the Wolues 
killed the Dogs, which were Captains of the Sheep : 
wherfoze,when the little poung Molues were gran 
tu their age, they came ta each part, and contriued and 
mbled them together, and all with one agcozd and 
will ſaid to their ance ſtaꝛs and fathers : Me mult 
eat vp all the ſheep, Their fathers anſwered and lata 
wmto them: We haue made pcate with them: Re⸗ 
uertheleſſe, the young Wolnes bake the peace 
ran ficrcclp-vpon the ſheep, and their 21 
them: and thus becauſe the op eren 
the dogs to the Wolues w e their Captains. 
they were all deſtroyed. Therefoze it is got io 
in a gd in, which may at need larcon 
| ; Fa à ue friend at need. ex than 3 
to iF the ſherp had kept the Were Þ oder 
TUtlues had nat deugured them. Mper tore it is a 
ne thing to kecp well the loue of his Paptecoz and 
9 IC * G 1 2 I 


f the Man and the Wood, | 
E that giuech apd and help to his ische 
H cauſe at his awn death, ag xſop reheaxiet * 
fable. There was a man which made art, andals 
ter he had made it, he asked of the trees a handle 

it, and ihe trees were content to gine . | 
when he had made faff the handle to the Are, he began 
to cut and 195 downe to the ground aſl the trees: 


wherefoze the Dake and Ach ſatd : if we be cut it is 
but right mage Ye ol aur olun ſelle cut 


| he cut and 
mon dawn. And that it is not t 
10 lle into the danger am kb ſeasder bis ens 
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as thou maiſt ſee by this preſent fable. Fer men ought 


not to giue the ſtaffe by which they be beaten, 
of the VVolfe and the Dogge. 


a fable. A Molle and a Dog by chance 


] Iberty oꝛ freedom is a pleaſant thing, wherof Eſop 
met together. And the Wolfe demanded ofthe Dog 
8 to be fo kat? the Dog anſwered : J haue 
| kept my Loꝛds houſe, and haue barked at the 
thenes which came into my maſters houſe : Mhere⸗ 
ye and his men giue me plenty of meat, wherof J 
pure ire and fat. And the Molke ſaid to him It is 
ſaid my bꝛother, and ſarely ſeeing thou fareſt 
there ſo well. J hane a very great deſire to dwell with 
to the intent that thou and J may both dine toge- 
er. Mell, ſaid the Dag, come thou with me, if thou 
wilt be at thy eaſe as Jam, and haue no dead, noꝛ 
doubt of any thing. Then the Molle went with the 
Dog, and as they went by the way, the Wolfe beheld 
the Dogs neck which was all bare of haire, and de- 
manded of the dog and ſaid, My bꝛather, why is thy 
neck ſo bare - and the dog ſaid, if is by reaſon of my 
great collar of iron, to the which daily J am faſtened, 
and at night J am unbound fo2 to keep the houſe th 
: then ſaid the wolfe to the dog, J that am in li- 
berty,will not be put in ſuch ſabjection to be bound and 
need not, and therfo:e if thou beeſt accuſtomed thereto 
and likeſt well of if, continue ſo ſkill and ſpare not, ſoꝛ 
will not leaue my liberty to fill my body, By which 
2 that liberty is moꝛe to be regarded than 


Of the hands, the feet, and the belly. 


Il Dun pan one do any god to another,which can do 
ng, god to his own ſelfe⸗ As thou maieſt ſee by 
this Widie of the feet, and the hands, which 5 
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had great ſtrife with the belly, ſaping,all that we may 
v2 can get by our labour, thou eateſt it, and pet thou 
doeſt no god; wherfoꝛe thou ſhalt haue no moꝛe at vs, 
but we Will let ther dye foꝛ hunger. And when the bel⸗ 
ly was ſoꝛe hungry, ſhe began to cry out, alas J dye 
foz hunger, giue me ſom what to eat: and the feet and 
hands ſaid, thou getteſt nothing of vs. And becauſe 
that the belly might haue no meat to ſuſtaine it, the 
conduits thozow the which the meat palleth, became 
ſmall and narrow, and within few daves after the fert 
and hands thꝛough the feeblenes which they felt, would 
then haue laboured to get meat fo2 the bel, but it was 
to late: fo2 by to long faſting, the Conduits were jops 
ned together, and therfoꝛe the limbs might do not gg 
to other, that is to wit, the belly. And he that gouern⸗ 
eth not well his belly, with great paine he doth hold 
the other limbs in their ſtrength and vertue. Mher⸗ 
foze a ſeruant ought to ſerue well his Paſter, to the 
end that his Paſter hold and kep him honeſtly, and to 
receiue god reward of him when his Maſter ſhall ſee 
Olf the Ape and the or. Fi. 
O F the poze and the rich, Eſop rehearſeth a Fable 
of an Ape which pzayed a For to lend him ſome 
of his taile,fo2 to couer his buttocks therewith,ſayin 
thus to him, What doth thy long taile auaile th: 
auaileth thee nothing, but letteth thee : and that which 
letfeth the may be god foꝛ me. The for ſaid J would 
that it were yet longer. Fo2 rather J would that if 
were yet longer. Foz rather J would ſe it all fonle 
and dagled, than it ſhould: beare tothe any ſuch ho⸗ 
nour as to coner thy fonle buttocks therewith, Oiue 
not therefoze away the thing that thou haſt nerd of leſt 
thou want it afterward thy ſelfe, - 
Of the Merchant and the Aſſe. 1 
MAny be fonnented after their death where 
men onght not to haſten * owne death, — 
Elop 
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Eſop reheatſeth by this Fable of a Merchant which 
led an Afſe laden into the market: and to be ſwn at 
market he beat the Aſſe and ſoꝛe pꝛicked him; wher- 
foe the pwze Ale wiſhed and —.— death, 
weening that after his death he ſhould be at reſt. And 
after he was well braten he died. Then his Maſter 
made him to be flam,and of his skin he made Tabers 
which be euer beaten. And thus what pain m ener 
men haue during their lite, they onght not to deũtre 62 
with their death. Foz many there be that haue great 
paine in this wozld, that ſhall hane greater in anothe 

— - foz a man hathno reſt toꝛ death, but foz 

merits, 


Of the Hart and the Oxe, 
O Aly by flying none is aſſured to efcape the dan- 
from which he fiveth, as is ſhewod by this fa- 
ble. There was a Hart which ran befoze the dogs, to 
"_ that he ſhould not be taken, and he fled-into the 
town that he found, and entred intd a ſtable vher- 
in were many Oxen, o whom he declared the cauſe 
why he was come thither, 1 that they 
would ſane him. And the O ren ſatd thus to him: alas 
pe Mart, thou art among vs euill reſcued, thou 
wouldeſt be moꝛe ſure in the fields, fo? if thou be per⸗ 
teiued, oz ſeen of gur Paſter, certainly thou art but 
dead, Alas fo2 pitty ſaid the Hart, J pꝛay vou that 
you will hide me within pou rack, that J be not percei⸗ 
ued, and at night J hail goe hence, and ſhall put my 
felfe into a ſure place. Then one of the ſeruants tame 
to gine hay to the ren, and when he had done he 
wont away, arid ſawnot the Hart, whereat the Hart 
greatly rejopced, wiening that he had eſtaped the pe⸗ 
Till of death; vherfbae he rendꝛed thanks to the Oren: 
But one of the Dxen ſaid to him, It is eafre to eſcape 
out of the hands of the blind, but it is hard to eſcape 
krom the hand of them that may well ſe. Fozif — 
Matter 


. 
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Paſter came hither, which bath aboue an hund 
eyes, certain thou art but dead, if he perceive thee 
And it he { the not, certainly thou art ſaued,uwſhate 
go tai on thy way ſurely. The Paſter within a ſhozt 
while after went into the ſtable : and afcer he had de⸗ 
mended to ſee the Yay which was befine the Dx 
went himſelfe and felt of if, and as he felt the hay, 
fel: alſo the homs of the Hart with his hands, and to 
hinalelfe he laid, what is this that I fœle here And 
being afraid, called his ſeruants, and asked howthat 
Hart came there - Aud they ſaid to him: ſuvely mp 
2d we cannot tell. Then their Loꝛd was glad and 
made the Hart to be taken and flaline, and the Lom 
made a great teaſt foꝛ to hane him eaten. It hapneth 
thertdꝛe offentimes, that he which fippoſeth to ſlie ! is 
taken ere he be aware; where meu ought always to 
— 13 — strom doing ſucythmngs whereby they 
ot fly. . . 


Of the Ape and the Lyon, and of their 
converſation. 

O be conucrſant among men of euill life. is a thing 

very perilous, as Eſop rehearfefhby this pꝛeſent 
fable, There was a Lion ſtrong and might, which 
made hinſelfe King fo2 to haue the greater renowne 
and glozy. And from thercef62th he began to change 
bis conditions and cuſtom, ſhewing himſelfe tourte⸗ 
ons. And ſwearing that he would hurt no beats but 
n_ keep them ſafe againſt euery one. Aftecwar 


d 
this p2omile he repented him becauſe it was-diffi- 
catt and hard to change his own kind. Andtherefeie 
when he was angry / he led wih him fome ſmall beaſts 
into a ſecret place, $02 to eat and deueure them. And he 
demanded it his bieath Ttanke oꝛ not, and they ſaid it 


ſtanke; and all they whichanfwetey not, he y lentlp 
killed and deuonred them. ter ” 
that he demanded of the * 4 his b: * 
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oꝛ not, and the Ape anſwered no, and laid withaſl that | 
it (melleth as (wet as any Bawme ; and then the Li⸗ 
on had ſhame to flay the Ape; but he found a ſubtile 


faiſhod foz to put him to death. Me fained himſelte 


ſhoꝛtly after to be fick, and commanded that all his 
Leches and Surgions ſhould come befoze him, When 
they were come, he commanded them to look on his 
vrine, and when they ſaw it, they ſaid to him, Sir, be 
of god comfoꝛt, and pe ſhall ſon be whole: and the 
Lion aid, alas, right faine would J eate of an Ape. 
Certainly ſaid his Phiſicions, that is very god meate 
fo: pou. Zhen was the Ape ſent foꝛ, and notwithftand- 
ing that he wozſhipfully ſpake and anſwered to the 
King, the King made htm fo die, and denoured him, 
t is perillous therefoze and very harmfull to be in the 
llowſhip of a Tyrant, foꝛ though it be againſt all 
equity and conſcience, his will muſt ſtand fo2 a law, 
and whatſoener he commandeth, muſt be — in 6560 
tice, though it fend to the ruine of his beſt ſubjects. 
The end of the third Bock. | 


The fourth Book of the ſubtile Fables of Eſop. 


The firſt Fable maketh mention of the Fox and 
the Raiſins... | 


HE is not ſo wiſe which deſireth any thing that he 
may not haue, as rehearſeth this pꝛeſent fable, of 
a Fox, which beheld: the Raiſins that grew vpon a 
Uine, which he greatly deſtred, And when he law 
that he could get none, he turned his ſoꝛrow into joy, 
and ſaid, theſe Naſins be ſow2e, and if J had ſome J 
would not eat them. Therefoze he is wile that faineth 
not to deſire the thing that he would willingly hane. 
Of the Weſill and the Rats, 
12 is better foꝛ a man to haue wit than ſtrength, as 
Eſop ſheweth by this fable. There was an o as 
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ſill which might no moꝛe take Rats,wherfoze ſhe was 
often hungry, and thought that ſhe would hide her ſelf 
within the flow2e to take the rats which came to eat if, 
And as the Rats came to the flowze; ſhe tok and eate 
them one after ar other. And as the oldeſt rat of all 
perteiued her malice; he ſaid thus in himſelfe, certain- 
ly J ſhall hop me well from ther, fo? J know well thy 
malice arid falſhod. Therloꝛe he is wiſe that efcapeth 
the malice of his enemy by wit rather than by fozce. 


Of the Wolfe, che Shepheard, and the Hunter, 

Anp folke ſhew themſelues god in words, which 

are full of great fantaſies, as Eſop ſheweth by this 
Fable, There was a Wolfe which fled from-a Hun⸗ 
fer, and as he fled he met a Dhepheard, to whom he 
ſaid, mp friend, J p2ay thee tell not to him that follows 
eth me, which way J am gone: andthe ſhepheard ſaid 
to him,feare nothing J ſhal ſhew to him another way: 
when the Munter came, he demanded ok the Shep⸗ 
heard which way the Wolfe went. The Shepheard 
both with his head and eyes ſhewed the hunter the 
place where the wolfe was, and with his hand and 
tongne ſhewed the contrary. But the Wolfe pe rcei- 
ving well all the falſe dealing of the Shepheard, fled 
away and eſcaped. And within a while after, the ſhep- 
heard met the Wolfe, and ſaid to him: pap me foz that 
I kept thee ſecret. And the wolfe anſwered, J thank 
thy hands and fongue,and not thy head ne eyes, foꝛ by 
them J ſhould haue bin betrayed if J had not ited a 
way.Therefoze men muſt not truſt him that hath two 
tongues, fo ſuch are like the ſcoꝛpion, which healeth 
with his tongue and hurteth with his taile. 


Of the goddeſſe Iuno, the Peacocke, 
and the Nightingale. 
L neh one ought to be content with natute, and 


goods as God hath ſent them, to uſe them 
goods a wo h "ut 
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juſtiy, as is rehearſed vnto vs by this Fable: There 
was a Peacock which came to thegoddeſſe luno, and 


ſaid vnto her, I am very heaup and ſozrowfull becauſe } 


J cannot ſing as well as the Nightingale, foz euery 
dne mocketh and ſco:neth me betauſe I cannot ſing. 
Then kino to comſoꝛt him, ſaid: Thy faire Rd 
beanty.is of farre greater wozth, and moze to i⸗ 
ſed than the ſong of the Nightingale, fo2 thy ſeathers 
and thy colours be reſplendiſhing, like hegte weci⸗ 
ous Emerald, and there is no bird whoſe feathers are 
ſo faire and beautifull as thine de: the Peacock not- 


aal, I Iuno, all this is — - g ſceing J 
ng. uno ſpake again thus to the Pea⸗ 
ck to content him ſaping, This is the diſpoſtion of 
the gods, which hane to euery one a ſeneral pꝛo⸗ 
and vertue, as they think met themſelues: and 
as they haue ginen to thee faire beauty and godly fea- 
thers, ſo haue they giuen vnto the Nightingale ſweet 
and pleaſant ſong, and to all other Birds their pꝛoper 
ality. Wherfo2e enery one ought to be content with 
that he hath, foꝛ the miſerable conctous man, the moꝛe 
gods he hath, the moze he deſtreth. 


Of the Panther and the villaines. | 
þ Uery one ought to do well to the ſtranger, and fo 

fozgine the miſerable, as *ſop rehearteth by this 
Fable following. There was a Panther which fell in⸗ 
to a JEM when the villaines oz churles of the Coun- 
try law her, ſome of them began to ſmite her, « others 
ſaid foꝛgiue andpardon her, fo2 ſhe hath hurt no body; 
and there were other that gaue to her bꝛead, and ano- 
ther that ſaid to the villaines,beware you ſlay her not. 
And becaul? they were all of ſundꝛy minds, euery one 
of them went home again, weening that ſhe woyld die 
within the ſaid pit, but by little and little ſhe climbed 
vp, and went her way. Within a while after, ſhe has 
ving in memozy the great injury that * 
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her, went again to the place where ſhe had bern ſoꝛe 
beaten. and began to kill and ſlav all the beaſts there 
about, and put the ſhepheard and ſwinheard and other 
which kept beaſts to flight, ſhe likewiſe burnt _ 
Con, and did many other cuills thereabout. d 
when the folks of the Country ſaw the great damage 
that ſhe did to them,. they came toward her, pꝛaving her 
ta haue pitty on them. To whom ſhe anſwered in thi 
manner, J am not come hither ta take vengeance on 
them which haue had pitty on me. but only on them 
which would haue lain me. And fo2 the wicked and 
enill folke J recite this fable, to the end that they hurt 
no body, foꝛ if the villaines had taken pity, one as well 
as another of the pee Panther, when ſhe was in the 
pit, the fozeſaid euill had not hapned vnto them. 


Of the Butchers and the Weathers. | 

F Vat lmage oz kiadzed which is different in dinſt- 

on, Hall not do any thing lightly to their p:oftt, as 
Eſop ſbewethiby this fable. There was a Butcher 
which entred into a ſtable full of weathers, and when 
the weathers ſaw him, none of them ſaid a wozd. The 
Butcher twke the firſt hee found; then the wea- 
thers ſpake all tagether and ſaid, Let him doe mat 
he will; and thus the Butcher tok them all one after 
another ſaue only one. And as he would haue taken 
him, the poꝛe Weather ſaid, juſtly am J wozthy to be 
taken becauſe I haue nat holp my fellows: foz he that 
will not help others, eught not to lok fo2 help of o⸗ 
thers : wherefoze vertue vnited is better than dertue 


ſeparated. 


pe Of the Foulcoge and the — 

De wiſe onght euer to keep god counſell,and in no 
Th ought they to do the contrary, as rehearſeth 
this fable. of the hirds which were joyfull and glad 
when the pꝛime time came, —_ their neſta 1 
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ſhen touered all with leaues. Jncontinent they beheld 
and ſaw a Faulcofter which dꝛeſt and lavd his laces 
and nets fo? to take them, and then they ſaidall toge- 
ther: vonder man hath pitty on vs,fo2 when he behol⸗ 
deth vs, he weepeth. And the Partrich which had of- 
ten experimented oll the deceits of the ſaid Faulconer, 
ſaid to them: keep pe all well from the ſaid man, koꝛ he 
feketh nothing but the mannec how to take vou, and 
when he hath taken yon he will eate and deuoure you, 
02 elſe beare you to the market and ſell vou: and as 
many as belieued his counſell,were ſaued. Wherfb2e 
they that ſcoꝛn god counſell, are woꝛthp to fall into 
danger, | 
4 . Of the true — Leer and the Ape: 
Any men in time paſk, pꝛaiſed moꝛe the e ful 
Mat leaſings than them that told truth. which thing 
raigneth with ſome vnto this day, as we may vnder- 
ffand by this pꝛeſent Fable, of a true man and a lyer, 
which went both together thozow the Country, and ſa 
long they went together in their journeys, as they 
came to a Pꝛouince of Apes, and the King of Apes 
made them to be taken and bꝛought befo2e him: he be- 
ing ſet in his maieſty like an Emperour, and all his 
Apes about him, as ſubiects be about their Loꝛd. de- 
manded of the Lyer and ſaid, who am J: and the lyar 
flatteringly ſaid vnto him, Thou art Emperour and 
King, and the faireſt creature that is vpon the earth. 
Then the King demanded of him again: Who be 
theſe that be about me - and the lyar auſwered, Sir, 
they be your Knights and your ſubiects, to keep your 
perſon and your realm. Then the King ſaid, thou art 
a god man, J will that thou be iny great Steward of 
my houſhold, that enery one beare to thee honour and 
renerence. When the true man heard all this, he 
aid in himſelte, if this man ſoꝛ making of lyes be ſo 
greatly aduanced,then by great reaſon I ſhall be moze 
wozthipped if I ſpeake truth. Theu the King _— 
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he true man and ſaid, Who am J, and all that be a- 
bout me: then the true man anſwered: Thou art 

an Ape, and a beaſt right abominable, and all they 
which are about thee, are like vnto thee, Then did the 
King command he ſhould be tozne with teeth and 
clawes, and cut all in peeces. And therefoꝛe it 
neth oft, that lpers be adnanced, and true men ſet 
low, yea many times fo2 ſaying the ruth, men le ſe 
— which thing is againſt all juſtite and 
quity, 


Of the Horſe, the Hunter, and the Farr, 

N One ought to put himſelfe in ſubjection, fo? to 

auenge him on other, fo better it is not to ſubmit 
himſelfe, then to be ſubmitted : as k ſop rehearſeth by 
this Fable following. There was an Yozle which 
enuied an Hart, becauſe ſhe was fairer than he. This 
Hoꝛſe though enuie went vnto an Hunter, to whom 
he ſaid in this manner: If thou wil: belæue me, we 
thall this day take a god pꝛey; leape vpon my back, 
and take thy ſwoꝛd, and we ſhall chaſe the Hart: and 
thou ſhalt kill him with thy ſwoꝛd, and ſo thou maiſt 
eate. him and ſell his skin. And then the Hunter mo⸗ 
ved by auarice, demanded of che Hoꝛſe ſaying,Thinks 
eſt !hon indeed we may take the Hart of whom thou 
ſpeakeſt tome » And the Hoꝛſe anſwered thus, Al 
{ure thy ſelfe of it, fo2 hereto ſhall J put all my dili⸗ 
gence and ffrength,leape on my back, and do after my 
connſell: and then the Hunter lept vpon the Yozſe,and 
began to run him after the Hart; and when the Hart 
faw him come he fled, but by reaſon that the Hart ran 
faſter than the hoꝛſe did, he ſcaped from them and ſa⸗ 
ved himlelfe. And when the hoꝛſe felt himſelfe very 
weary, and that he might no moꝛe runne;he ſaid to the 
Hunter in this manner, light from my back, fo2 A 
may bare the no moze, and I haue miſſed of my p2ey. 
Then ſaid the hunter to the hoꝛſe, ſering thouart ented. 
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into my hands, thou ſhalt not yet eſcape from me thus. 
thou haſt the beidle in thy mouth, wherby thou maiſt be 
kept fill and reſtrained, and though thou wilt leape, 
the ſaddle ſhall kep me, and if thou wilt caſt thy fert 
from the, I haue god ſpurres to conſtraine the and 
make the to noe whether thou wilt oꝛ no. where J will 
haue thee : therfo:e keep thy ſelfe well, that thou ſhew 
not thy folfe rebellious vnto me. It is not god there- 
foze fo2 a man to put himſelfe in ſubjection to another. 
that thereby he map be auenged of his aducrſary, fp2 
who ſo ſubmitteth himſeife bnder the might of ano- 
: her, is bound to do his will, 


| Of the Aſſe and the Lion. 

CGReat calicrs by their high and loud cry, ſuppoſe 

thereby to make falke afraid, as - ſop rehearſeth 
by this pzclent Fable. There was an Alle which ſom⸗ 
tune met with a Lion, to whom he ſaid : Let vs both 
goe vp to the top ofa maintain, and. thall ſhew thee 
ow the beaſts he afraid of me: and the Lion began to 
ſinile. and anſwered the Ale, go we my bꝛather: and 
when they were vpon the {op of the hill, the Ny _ 
to cry, and the Foxes and Hares began to flee, | 
the Alle ſaw them flec, he ſaid to the Lion, ſeeſt thou 
not how the 15eafts dꝛead and doubt me? The Lion 
faid, J had alſo bin fearefull of thy voice, if J had not 
known verily that thou art but an Aſſe. Wherfoze 
men need not ts doubt him which aduanceth hunlelfe 
to do that he cannot do. Neither need men to feare a 
foole fo2 his noiſe, noz his great voice. | 


Of the Hawke and other birds. 


J De hypocrites make to God a beard of ſtraw. as 

in this fable of a Hawk, which ſomtime famed 
that he would telebꝛate a natinty, o2 hold a very great 
feaſt, 5 Katt ſhould be kept within a Temple: and 
vnto this feaſt and ſolenmity, he umited and mans 


of Eſops Fables, 39 


ned all (mall the Birds, to which they came. And in- 
continent as they were all come to the fcaſt, and en- 
tred into the Temple, the Yawke did ſhut the gate, 
and put them all to death one after another. Where- 
koꝛe this fable heweth unto us, how we muſt keep our 
ues. from all them which vnder faire ſeming haue 
a falſe heart, foꝛ thoſe be hypocrites, and deceiuers of 


+» Of the For and the Lion. 

HE is well aduiſed that taketh warning by the pe- 

rill of other men, as this fable ſheweth, of a Lion 
which ſometime fained himſelfe ſick, and when the 
beaſts knew that the Lion was ſick, they would go all 
to vifit and ſee him as their King, and incontinent as 
the beaſts entred into his houſe to ſee him. he deuoured 
them. And when the Foxes were come to the gate foꝛ 
to haue viſited the Lion, they knew well the fallacy 
and lalſhod of the Lion, and ſaluted him at the entry 
of the gate, but entred not within: and when the Lion 
faw they would not enter into his houſe he de- 
manded of them why they would not come in. Then 
one of the Foxes (aid to him, We perceine well by the 
traces, that all thoſe be aſts which haue entred into thy 
houſe come not out again; wherfo2e we think, that it 
we ſhould once enter in, we ould come no moze out. 
He therloꝛe is to be accounted wiſe, which taketh war? 
ning by other mens harms. - 


Of the Aſſe and the Wolfe. 

FAith and truth from an euil man is ſeldom to be ex- 
pe gen, as en by this fable of a Wolfe 
which viſited an Al was very lick, the Molle 
began to fœle and touch him, and demanded of him 
and ſaid, My bꝛother and kriend, whereabout is thy 
ze 2 and the Alle ſaid to him: euen in that place 
where thou toucheſt: and then the Molle bo 
elp, 
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help, began to bite and ſinife him. Men muſt therfoꝛe 
— ok flatterers, foz they ſ& one thing, and doe 
dino T. _ 
T { Of the Hedge hog and the three Kids, 
T ofe that be poung ought not to mock and fcoꝛne 
| ir Elders, as Eſop theweth by this Fable of 
th:ee little Goates which mocked agreat Yedg-hog 
which fled befoze a Wolfe : and when he perceined 
their ſcoꝛning, he ſaid vnto them, Ah poze toles, pee 
wot not wherefoze J flee, if ye wiſt and knew the pe⸗ 
vill, ch would not mock me. 'Wher#foze, when men 
fce the great and mighty be fearfull, t e and fee- 
ble onght not to think themſelves ſa ure: foz 
when a town is taken by hazard of war, the whole 
Country about ought to tremble and be afraid. 


| Of the man and the Lion, 
M En ought not to beleeue the Painter, but the 
truth and the deed, as men may ſee by this pꝛe⸗ 
ſent Fable, of a man and a Lion, which had rife to⸗ 
ether, and were in great dilſention, foꝛ to witte and 
now which of them was moꝛe ſtrong. The man ſaid 
he was ſtronger then the Lion, and foz to haue his ſay- 
ing verified, ſhewed to the Lion a picture, whereas a 
man had vid oꝛy ouer a Lion, end the picture of Sam- 
ſon the ſfrong. Then ſaid the Lion vnto4he man, if 
the Lions could make' pictures as well as men, if 
ſhould be here ſhowen, how the Lion had victoꝛw ouer 
the man, and now(quoth he) ſhall ſbew thee the p2ofe 
hereof : then the Lion led the man to a great pit, and 
there they fought together, but the Lion caſt the man 
into the pit, and ſubmitted him to his ſubſection, ſay⸗ 
Rr nn et go 
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wozkman may be knowne, oh 
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Of the Camell and the Fly. 

11 E that hath no might, ought not to pꝛaiſe himſclfe, 

as = ſheweth by this fable. Jt hapnrd that a 
Fly becauſe of the Tamels haire, lept to the backe of 
the Camell which was loaden, and was boꝛne of him 
all the Da: and when they had gone a great way, 
and that the Camell came to his Inne, and was put 
in the ſtable, the Fly leapt from him to the ground be- 
ſide the foote of the Camell ; and then ſaid to the Ca- 
mell, J have pitty of thee, and am come downe from 
thy backe, becanſe J would no moꝛe be burthenſome 
vnto thee. And the Camell ſaid to the Fly, J thanke 
thee; howbeit J am not ſoꝛe laden of thee. And there- 
fo:e,of him which may not greatly hurt, little eſtima⸗ 
tion is to be made. | Eile 


0 Of the Ant and the Creket. | bun 
Eteſſary it is -foz every man to pꝛovide ſoꝛ 
N ſelfe in ſummer , ſuch things tuhereof he ſhall 


haue need in winter, as thou maieſt ſee by this pꝛe⸗ 


fent Fable, There was a Creket which in the win: 
ter time demanded of the Ant ſome coꝛne to eat. And 
then the Ant ſaid. to the Creket, what haſt thou done 
all the ſummer laſt paſt - and the Creket anſwered, 
haue ſung. Then ſaid the Ant, of my Coꝛne thou 
getteſt none: fo2 if thou haſt ſung all the Summer, ga 
dance all the Winter, By which we learn, that there 
is a time oꝛdained foz labour, as well as à time iv: 
reſt. Foz he that will not woꝛke when he ſhould, ſhall; 
want when he would not. | n 
Ofthe Pilgrim, and the word. 
Oo He evill man be the cauſe. of. great periil 
and loſſe to many folks, as E ſop tehearſeth by this 
2eſent fable. There was a Pilgrime which by chance 
ound in the wap a \wo2d, and he asked of the [wo2d, 
what is he that hath loſt thee⸗ And the \wozd 3 
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to him, One man alone hath loſt me, but many a one 
haue loſt. And therfoꝛe an euill man map well be 
ſt, but cre he be loſt he may well let many a one. 
Foil by an euill man, may come into a Country many 


Of the theep and the Crow. 
One ought to doe injuty, no2 deſpiſe the powe 
d ample ones: ri this pre _ 
Fable of a Crow 4 — a 

And when-the ſherp had bozne her a great 
neg the ſaid do her, chan ſbalt kay thy Well to 
— dy a Dog. Then the Crow ſaid to the 


thou not paze innocent, but that JI wot 
2 1 fo2 J amold and malicious, and 

p kind is to harm all innocents, and tobe a friend 
Dito the euill. 12— this Fable ſheweth, that 
there be folke of ach kind as they wil do = god woꝛk 
Tre Las hinder the innocent and Gmple, 
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Now humble himſelfe vnto unh 15 Oy ep tony ol 

tent: Fable, of a great Tree Which would neuer bow 

fozany wind, and the Reed which was at his fot dow- 
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1 — fo the dd the Reed abode vp ſtill. Thus 


we learn hereby, that ud ere they be aware are 
— town don and the he many thnes 
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Hete beginneth the fifth Booke, whereof the 
1 Erſk Fable is of the Mule, the Wolfe 
and the Fox. 


En call manyfolke Aſſes that be very 7p While — 
Men and many think themlelues wile 
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thereon, the Pule gave him ſuch a ſtroake there-with 
on the foze-head, that almoſt the bꝛaines fell out of his 
head. And then the Fox, which was behind a bongh 
aid ſaw all the matter, began tolaugh, and mocke the 
Wolke, ſaying, Foule beaſt, thou wotteſt well that 
thou canſt not reade, wherefoze euill fhereofis come 
to thee, thy ſelfe being cauſe of it. Fo2 none onght t 
to take vpon him the thmg which he cannot doe, left 
by ſbewing his ignorance he be willing to be mocked 
fo: his labour. 


Her - the Bore — the 5 5 | 
e are lome that pꝛeſume to2 to be great per- 
T ſons ; and diſpꝛatſe their owne parents, which at 
thelaſt do become pooꝛe, and fall into great diſhonour: 
as Eſop ſheweth bp this fable. There was a 1Boze a- 
=_ a heard of Swine, and fo: to dominion and 
lozdſhip over them, he began to make a great rumoꝛ, 
and ſhewed his great teeth to make the other ſwine 
afraid; but becanſe they knew him, they ſet nought by 
him, wherefoze he was much 2 and went 
thence vnto the heard of ſheep and Lambs, And vhen 
was there, he began to make a great rumoꝛ, and 
ewed them his great teeth. And when the Lambs 
; him, they were very much afraid, and began to 

fo2 feare. Then ſaid the Boꝛe within himfelfe, 
Pere is the = wherein J muſt abide and dwell, fþz 
here I ſhall greatly woꝛſhipped, foꝛ enerp one qua- 
keth fo? feare of me. Then came the wolle thither foꝛ 
to haue gotten ſome pꝛey, and the Lambs began to 
flee: but the Boꝛe as pꝛoud would not ſtir him. ne go 
from the place, becauſe he ſuppoſed himſelfe Loꝛd, but 
the Wolfe toke him, and bare him into the wad foz to 
eate him; And as the wolle bare him, it hapned that 
he paſſed befoze the heard of Swine which the Boꝛe 
dleft,and when the Boꝛe perceiued and knew them 
cried a loud and p2aved them foz Gods lone = 
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they would help him, ſaying, that without their hel 
he was but dead. And then the Swine all with one 
conſent, went and recouered their fellow, and ſlew the 
Wolfe. When the Woze was thus delinered, and 
ſaw himſelfe among the Swine, he began to haue 
ſhame becauſe he was thus departed and gone from 
their fellowſhip, and ſaid to them. By bꝛethꝛen and 
1 Jam — — 1 — oy —— 

e gone an depart you, reio2e, he 
that is well, ought ſo to kep himſelfe, foꝛ many by 
pꝛide couet to be great Loꝛds, and ofc fall therby into 
great pouerty. 


Of the Fox and the Cocke, 


Otentimes much ſpeech hurfeth ; as rehearſeth 
this Fable. There was a Fox which came to a 
Cock and ſaid, J would faine-knowif thou canſt ſing 
as well as thy Father could, And the Cock ſhut his 
eyes and began to crow and ſing. And then the For 
caught him and carried him away. And the people of 
the Town cried and ſaid, the Fox beareth away the 
Cock, Then the Cock ſaid thus to the Fox, my Lo2d, 
vnder ſtandeſt thou not, that the people ſay, thou bea- 
reſt away their cock, tell to them that it is thine and 
not theirs, And as the Fox ſaid, It is not yours but 
mine, the cock eſcaped from the Fores mouth, and 
flew vp into a tree, and then the cock ſaid to the 
Now thou lieſt, fo2 JA amtheirs and not thine. ' 
then the For began to hit the earth both with his 
mouth and head, ſaving, — — haſt ſpoken to 
much, thou mighteſt haue eaten the cock, had it not bin 
foz thy many wozds. Thus we ſe that ouermuch tal⸗ 
ing letfeth, and to much crowing ſmarteth. Rerp thy 
ſel 22 from ouer many woꝛds, left alter ward it 
c. | | 
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Of the Dragon and the Labourer, 

One ought to render euill fo2 god, and they that 
New ought not tobe hurt, as this Fable bet > 
of a Dꝛagon which was within a riner, and as the 
Riuer was diminiſhed of water,the Dꝛagon abode at 
the Riuer which was all dꝛie, and thus fo2 lack of wa- 
ter he could not ſtirre him. Alabourer oꝛ villain came 
that way, and demanded of the D2agon.ſaping : that 
doſt tbou here - and the Dꝛagon ſaid, here Jam with⸗ 
out water, without the which J cannot mwue, but if 
thou wilt bind me, and ſet me vpon thy Ale, and lead 
me infoa Riuer, J ſhall gine the abundance of gold 
and ſiluer : and the villaine fo couetouſneſſe bound 

im and led him into the Riner ; and when he had vn- 
ound him, he demanded of him his ſalary oz pay- 
ment, The Dꝛagon ſaid to him, becauſe t vn⸗ 
bound me thou wilt be paid, and becaule that Jam 
„ Jwill cat the : and the villaine anſwe- 
id, fo2 my labour wilt thou eat and denonre 


now 


ZE 
155 


| — be⸗ 
of you tell to me his reaſon, fo2 to 
of pou haue right, And when each of them 
his tale. The Foy ſaid to the villaine, ſhew 
hou vnboundeſt the Dꝛagon, that J map 
of. a lawfull ſentence, And the villaine put 
vpon his Alle, and bound hun as he did 
n the Fox demanded of the Dꝛagon, held 
faſt bound as thou art now and the Dza- 
red, Yea mp Loꝛd and yet moꝛe hard, And 
ſaid to the villaine, bind her yet moze harder, 
hat well bindeth well ho can vnbind. And when 
e D:agon was faſt-boand, the For ſaid to the vil- 
laine, beare him again where thou didſt firſt bind him, 
and there leaue him bound as he is now,and ſo he — 
no 
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nat eat and deuoure thee, Fo? he that doth enill, ſhall 
be rewarded with euill: and they that offer harm to 
the pwzo ſhall haue puniſhment from God, 


Of rhe Fox and che Car, 


Maw there be which aduance themſelnes, and 
think that they be wiſe and ſubtill, which be ſtark 
foles and know nothing, as rekcarſcih this pzeſen: fa- 
ble, of a Fox that ſountime met wich a Cat, to whom 
he ſaid, Py Goſſip, God gine vou gad day. And the 
Cat ſaid, Py Lowd, God giue pou gad life. And then 
the Fox demanded of him: my Goſſip, what canſt 
do ? And the Cat ſaid vnto him, J can leap a lit⸗ 
tle, and the Fox ſaid ta him, certainlv they art not woꝛ⸗ 
y to liue, becauſe thou canſt do nothing. And becauſe 
that the Cat was angry at the Foxes woꝛds, he de⸗ 
manded of the Fox and ſaid, Goſs ip what canſt Thou 
do⸗ A thouſand ſundzy wiles haue J, ſaid the Fox; 
foz Jane a ſack full of ſciences and wiles, and Jam 
fo great a ſcholler that none can deceine mo. And as 
they were thus talking together, the Cat percetued a 
Lnight comming towards them, which had inany 
dogs with him, whertoꝛe he ſaid to the For, my Gol⸗ 
lip, certainly J ſ& a Knight comming hitherward, 
which hath with him many dogges, the which as ye 
know be our enemies. The For anſwered, nip Gol- 
ſip, thou ſpeakeſt like a coward,and one that is afraid. 
let him come, andcare nof thou. And incontinent the 
dogs perceiued the Cat and the For,and began to run 
vpon them: and when the for ſaw them come he ſaid to 
the Cat: Let vs fler Goſsip, to whom the Cat an- 
ſwered: certainly Goſsip there is no need: neuer⸗ 
theleſſe the Fox beleiued not the Cat. but fled, and 
ran as faſt as he could to ſaue him, and the Cat leavt 
vp into a tre and ſaued her ſelfe. Now ſhall we ſe 
who ſhall play beft for: to 9 and 8 
2 


| the Cat was vpon the tree, ſhe loked about her, 

anF ſaw how the dogs held the Fox with their teeth 
to ſhe cried and ſaid, O my Golsip and ſubtile 
Fox, of a thouſand wiles that canſt do, let me 
now ſce one of them. The For anſwered not, but he 
was killed of the dogs, and the Cat eſcaped. Tchere⸗ 
foꝛe the wiſe ought not to deſpꝛaiſe the ſimple, fo; ſome 
are ſuppoſed to be wile, and pet are very s 


| Of the Hee Goate and the Wolfe. 
HE that is feeble,onght not to arme himſelfe againſt 
the ſtrong, as rehearſeth this fable, of a Molke 
which ſomtiime ranne faſt alter a he Toate foꝛ to ſane 
=_— leapt vpon a rock, and the Molfe beſieged 
| And after when they had dwelled there two o2 
\the days, the wolfe began to war hungry, and the 
goate to haue thirſt. And thus the Wolfe went foꝛ to 
cat, and the Goat to dꝛink. And as the Goat dꝛank, he 
ſaw his ſhadow in the water, and beholding his ſha- 
dow, ſaid thus within himlelfe,Baſt thou ſo faire legs, 
ſo faire a beard,and ſo faire hoꝛns, and haſt feare of the 
Wolfe? If it happen that he come again, J will charge 
him well. and kerp him wel. and he ſhall have no charge 
e 
aid, to y one o , ſay- 
thus: what woꝛds be theſe that thou nds 
ther he Goate « And when the goat ſaw that he was 
taken tardy, he thus anſwered the Wolfe, O mp Lozd, 
A ſapnothing, haue pitty on me, J know well J haue 
offended : notwithſtanding, the Wolfe tank him by the 
neck and ſtrangled him. Therk ne tt is a very great 
folly — 1 that are feeble, to make any war againſt 
m N 


Of the Wolfe and the Aſſe. 


One ought to beleeue lightly the Counſell of him 
= s pee map ſee by 
K this 


Noon hee mindeth to 


£ 


of Eſops Fables. "2" 99 


100 The fift Booke 


and would hane entred into the houſe, they came out 
with clubs and ſfaues and ſmote on the Wolfe, and as 
one of them would haue ſmitten a great ſtroak vpon 
the Wolfes head, he bꝛak the cod whorwith he was 
bound, and fo he efcaped and ran away from them ſaze 
ond and beaten. And the Ale fo: great joy that ſhe 
s ſoeſcaped from the Molle, began to ſing,and the 
Wolfe which was vpon the mountain, hearing 
voice of the Alle, began to ſay to himſelfe, thou | 
be merry and glad, but J ſhall keep thee well another 
toe: that thou ſhalt not bind me as thou haſt done, 
nÞtherfo:e it is aareatfolly tobeleine the counſell of 
him whom men would hart, and to —.— in his 
ſub jection. Me that hath bin once b d, muſt take 
herd another time, foz he to whom men purpoſe to do 
fome euill turn, when hey haue him at aduantage, 
they muſt keep them on ty ſurer ſide. 


Of the Serpent and the Labourer. 


The anthoz of this bok rehearſeth ſuch another fa- 
ble, and of ſuch meaning as the pꝛecedent, that is 

to wit, that men ſhould not belieue him vnto whom 
they haue done euill, ſaying: that ſomtime in harueſt 
time a Labourer went to ſee his gods in the fields, the 
which met in his way a Serpent, and with a ftaffe 
he bare in his hand, ſmat the ſaid Serpent, and 

be e e ene e 
went from the man, and entred i into his houſe, and ſaid 


vnto the Labourer, O euill friend thon hart beaten me, 
but J warn the, that thou neuer betiene him vnto 
whom thou haſt done any euill. Of which woꝛds the 
labourer made little account, and went forth on his 
name hart oo ome een eee 
? $02 10 eaxe is ground. 
Serpent ſatd, O my friend, whither gneſt thou 


? and 
the 
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the labourer ſaid vnto him, J go to eare andplow my 
d. And he ſaid bnto him, ſow not to much; fo2 
s peare ſhall be full of rain, and great abundance of 
water ſhall fall. But the labourer ſaid, J belteue not 
him whom J haue ſomtime done any euill, and with⸗ 
out nide woꝛds the labourer went ſoꝛth on his np, 
and delieued not the S — made all ie r 

to be ſoſwed with as — he . And1 the 
ſame yeare fell great tore 0 0 (water — the ſatd 
con th Ne had ſown, perithed becanſe of the rent 
com 1, are 
am, And the next yeare following, as the labdurer 
nated by the hole of the fozeſaid Serpent, and went to 


bw e Serpent demanded of him, 
rat berg oeft tthon The labourer — 


r — With comm and dther grain, ſuch 
as J ſhall be neceſſary fo? me in time to come. 
The che Ad. NS Ciera. fow but little com, 
fo: thFſymmer next comming ſhall be ſo hot; — 
dzinelle and heat, all the com ſown in the 
periſh: but beliene not him to whom thou — — 
any euill. And without any moe ſpeech the labourer 
went and thought of the words of the Serpent. and 
wening that the Serpent had ſaid ſo to deceme him. he 
_ as much com and - grain as he nii 1— 
it hapned that the Summer next following ſuch 
as is aboue ſaid, wherto:e the man was bog orga fo2 
he gathered the ſame yeare 
following, eſa laborer oem again faden 
ground: and as the ſerpent ſaw him come, he deman⸗ 
ded of the labourer in this manner: My friend, whi⸗ 
ther goeſt thou » Then anſwered the labourer, J go 
to eare my land, Then laid the Serpent, My friend, 
ſow not tw much, ne to little of 2 hen yn 
ſow COM both: ertheleſle, belieur not 
whom thou done enill: and J tel ther 


ths — then ve moe tempernte an fret uf 
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manner of comm that thou ſoweſt. The labourer had 
no ſonner heard theſe wozds, but foꝛthwith he went 
his way, and did as the ſerpent had ſaid, and that yere 
he gathered much god, becauſe of the god 12 
of the time. And on a day the ſame pear, the Ser⸗ 
pent meat the ſame labourer comming from harueſt, 
nto whom he ſatd, Now ſay my friend, haſt than not 
found this year great plenty of god, as J told thee be⸗ 
foe? And the labourer anſwered, pea certainly, 
whereof J thank the. And then the ferpent deman⸗ 
ded of him remuneration, oꝛ reward, And the labou⸗ 
rer demanded hat he would haue, the ſerpent ſaid, 
A demand of thee g, but only that to moꝛrow 
in the moꝛning thou ſend me a dilh full of milk by 
ſome of thy childꝛen. And then the ſerpent ſhewed the 
labourer the hole of his dwellmg, and ſaid vnto him, 
Tell thy ſonthat he bzing the milk hither, but take 
ed to that, the other I told the that thou be⸗ 
ceueſt not him to whom thou haſt done euill. And a- 
non after, when theſe things were ſaid, the the labou⸗ 
rer went homeward, and in the mozning he tok his 
ſon a dilbfuil ofmilk, and he carried it to the ſerpent, 
and ſet it befoze the hole; and the ſerpent came ont, 
and flew the child with his venome. And when 
labourer came to the field, yaoing by the hole of t 
ſaid ſerpent, he found his ſon lying dead vpon tl 
ground, Then the labourer began ta cry with a loud 
voice, as one full of ſo:row oꝛ heavpneſle, ſaying : Va 
curſed and evil! ſerpent, venomous and falſe traitoz, 
thou haſt deceiued me. A wicked and deceitfull beaſt, 
full of contagious enill, thou haſt ſlaine my ſon. And 
the ſ laid vnto him, J will well that thou know 
that J haue not flaine him ſozrowfully, ne without 
cauſe, but foꝛ to auenge me of. the hurt that thou haſt 
done to me without canſe, and haſt not amended it. 
Remembzeſt thou not how oft J haue ſaid vnto thee, 
that thou ſhouldeſt not beleeve him vnto . 


of Eſops Fables. 103 


baſt done evill » Remember it now that J am aueng⸗ 
ed ol ther. This Fable ſheweth, how men ought not 
to beleeue oꝛ giue any credit to them they haue 
done ſome harme in time paſt, Fo? old hatred is ſoon 
— 19” hg malice will not be ſatisfied without wozk- 
in 
ah Cfthe Fox, the Wolfe, and the Lion. 


H E that hath bin endamaged by another, ought not 

to take vengeance by the tongue, in giuing miu⸗ 
rious wo2ds, becauſe ſuch vengeance is dſhoneſt, as 
this p:efent fable following ſheweth. Sometime there 
was a Fox that ate fiſh in a riuer. It hapned that the 
wolfe came that way, and when he ſaw the For which 
ate with ſo great appetite, he began to ſay, my bꝛo⸗ 
ther give me ſome fiſh. And the Fox anſwered him, 
Alas my Loꝛd, Jt behoueth not that pe eate the reliefe 
of my table, but fo: the wozſhip of pour perſon I ſhall 
connfell you well. Do ſo much as get you a basket, 
and J ſball teach you how ye ſhall take fiſh, to the end 
that ye may alwaies take ſome when ye be hungrp. 
And the wolle went into the ſtreet,and ſtole a basket, 
and b2ought it with him, and the for took the basket, 
and bound it with a coꝛd at the wolfes taile, and when 
it was well bound, the For ſaid to the Wolfe, go you 
into the river, and J ſhall take herd to the basket. And 
the wolte did as the for bad him, and as the wolfe was 
going Within the water, the For by his malice filled 
the basket full of ſtones, and when the basket was 
full, the For ſaid tothe Wolfe : Certainly my Lozd, 
Imap no moze lift, ne hold the basket ſo full: fo; it is 
full of fiſh : and the Wolfe weening that the for had 
ſaid truth, ſaid, J render thanks to the gods, that once 
J may ſæ and learne the excellent art of fiſhing, And 
then the fore (aid to him, Loꝛd abide pou here, 
— 5 fetch ſome to helpe vs foz to take the fiſh 
out of the basket. And in caving theſe wm -_ 


— — —— = 
— * 
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dame 


2 Reynard the for, fferce pꝛoud and malicious, ſchich is 


104 The fift Booke 


For ran into the ſtreet, where he found diners men, to 
4 he ſaid in this manner : What do pon here 
ftand ye idle! See ponder is the Wolfe which 
ate pour Sheep, pon Lambs and pour beaſts, amd 
he taketh ponr fiſh ont of the ritter, andeateth it. 
And then all the men came together,ſome with flings, 
and fome with bowes, and other With ſtaues to the 
riuer, where they found the wolfe, whom they beat 
outragiou. And ſchen the Wü Wolfe ſaw himſelf 
thus oppreſſed and beaten with ſt bega 
with all his ſtrength and to dzaw, and ſuppoſed 
to have carried away the fiſh, but ſoft he dꝛ 
that he pulled his taile from his arſe; and very hard 
ly eſcaped with his life. In ther ne it | 
ed that the Lion which was L all beafts, 
was lick, and he Molfe thinking it with the 
Fox, went foꝛ to ſee him as his Lozd: And ſchen he 
he ſaluted the Lion, ſaving unto him thus: 
„Pp King I ſalute yon, pleaſpth it you to know that 
ahne gone rom about the country and P2onince, 
| all places of it, foꝛ to ſeek medicins pꝛofitable 
Foz you, foz to recouer pour health, but nothing haue 
wund good foz your ſickneſſe, but only the ſkin of 


to pour body medicinall, but he diſdaineth to come 
hither to ſce pon, but ye may call him to counſell, an 
when he is come, let his ſkin be taken from him, and 
then let him run whither he will; and that fair kin 
which is ſo wholfome, ve ſhall cauf£ it to be boumd ip 
on pour body, and within few dayes after, it ſhall 
make pou in as good health as ever pon were. And 
when he had ſaid thefe woꝛds, he departed from the 
Lion andtok his leaue: but ever he ſuppoſed that 
the for had heard him, and fo he did, fo: he was W 
ma tartar nigh wnto the place, where he heard al 
the jon of the Molle, tothe which he did 
| medy, and great pꝛeſeruation: Foz as — 


OY 
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as the — was departed from the Lion, the «ths 
went into the fields, and in the high-way he found a 
great ill, within the which he put himſelfe, — 
_ — hamlet i — bv . 
came thus arra 0 ge o ion, 
_ ſaluted as his ſoueraigne Lozd, ſaying to 
him in this manner: Sir King, God giue you 
k the Lion anſwered. 5od ſaue the m t 
d, tome neere and kiſſe me, and after J ſhall tell 
e ſome fecret, which J would not that euerp one 
uld know. To whom the for ſaid in this manner, 
ah ſir King be e, byreat d, foꝛ J am foule arra 
and all to d by reaſon of the great wap which Y 
En ing all about fo? ſome god medicine to 
pou, it behoueth me not to be ſo neere 
pour perſbn, ſtinke of the dung would grieue 
our perſon, and moleſt the great fickneſle which you 
have 2 but dear Sir, if it pleaſe yon, ere euer q come 
neere to pour reyall maieſty, J ſhall bathe and make 
phone. and then J ſhall come againe, and pꝛeſent 
ſclte befoze thy noble perſon : notwithſtanding. pll 


* leafs i thee to wit ndknow.that Jam come 4 


countryes hereabout, and from all the 

— adioyning to this pꝛauince, foz to ſee it I could 
find ſome good medicine needfull fo: thy ſickneſle, and 

— recouer thy health: but certainly I can find no bet⸗ 
ter counſel, than the counſel of an ancient Oꝛeek with 
a ie, long beard, a man of great wiſdome and ex- 
told me that in this Ba is a wolle 

oat ataile, which hath loſt 2 1 * ot 

— medirince that is in him, fo2 the which thing it is 
very needfull and nt, that ye make this Wolfe 
—.— beloꝛe yon, that by him pou may reconer pour 
th: and when he is come, diſſemble and 

— to tourte and ſap t it hall be much foz 
hts and : andas he ſhall be neere vnto 
vou, caft upon him vour arined feet, and as — — 
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pe may, pull the kin from the body of him, and 22 
it whole, one only pe ſhall leane the head and feet, 
ed bo en et yon Yor oe his way to ſeck his foztune: 
n pe have the ſkinne hotte and 

forme, ye 22. bind it about your body, andere long 

ine be paſſed, pour health ſhall be reſtoꝛed toy 
gaine and pon ſhall be whole as | were brio 

And then the Fox tok his leane of — and de: 
d thence again vnto his tarriar. alter came 

the Woife to ſee the Lion, and incontinent the Lion 
called the Wolfe to counſell, and faſtened foftly his 
fot on him, and diſpoiled the 2 of all his skin ſaue 
only his head and feet, and after the Lion bound it all 
warm about his belly, and the Wholfe ran away skin- 
les, wherfoꝛe he had not enough to defend him from 
the flies, which vered him very ſoꝛe, and foꝛ the great 
diſtreſſe that he felt becauſe of the Flyes s that ate his 
8 — * —— 82 a Yo Fi on the peed 
the Fox n e For n 
to laugh and-muck at the Wolfe, ſapi aloud d, who 
art thou that paſſeſt there with ſuch a ire bod on thy 
head ⸗ and with right faire gloues on thy hands, and 


ſhwes on thy feet - Stay, ſtay a while and hearken 


what J ſhall ſap to thee. Uhen thou wenteſt and 
cameſt befo:e the Kings houſe, thou wert bleed of 
the Loꝛd, and when thou waſt at the Court, thou hadſt 
many god woꝛds, and god talking of all the wozld. 
And therfoze my yn be if eu ill oꝛ god, thou muſt 
let all paſſe, and haue patience in thine aduerſity. 
This fable ſheweth — vs, that if any hurt, oꝛ enda⸗ 
maged by ſome other, he muſt not avenge hin ſell by 
his tongue, fo2 to Vacs — —— 4 to ſap of 


- eqn antoahpcrs rc to conſider 
that whoſoener mabelh the be ptren — his b:other, 
oft it hapneth, ſame, and 


is beaten with 122 rod Ty made — another. 
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Of the Wolfe which let a fart. 22 
JE is folly to think moze then a man ought to do, foꝛ 


whatſoeuer a fole thinketh, it ſeemeth to Cit ©- - 
| all be ſo; As it apperath by this fable, Sy Wot 
which ſomtime ro — in the mozning, and after he 
was riſen ftom his conch, he retched himſelfe and let a 
great fart, and began to ſap to himſelfe,thanked be the 


gods fo2 theſe god tydings, this dap J ſhall be then 


nate and happy,as mine arſe ſingeth to me. And then 
he departed from his lodging, and began to walk a- 
bꝛoad. And as he went on his way, he found a ſack full 
of tallow which a woman had let fall,and with his fot 
he turned it vpſide down, ſaying to himſelfe, J ſhall 
not eate thee, foz thou ſhonldeſt hurt my tender ſfo- 
mack, J ſhall fare this day moꝛe delicious and far bet⸗ 
ter J know it well, foꝛ mine arſe did ſing ſo to me. 
And with theſe woꝛds he went his wap, and anon af- 
ter he found a great peece of Bacon well ſalted, which 
he turned upſide downe , and when he had turned 
and toſſed it enough, he ſaid, A diſdain to eate of 
this meat, bet auſe it would make me dꝛink to much, 
fo2 it is ſalt: and as mine arſe ſang to me lately, Y 
ſhall eat this day better and moꝛe delicious meate: 
and then he began to walk further, and as he entred 
into a faire medow, he ſaw a mare and her foale with 
her, and ſaid to hi render thanks vnto the 
ds, foz the godneſſe that they ſend me, f62 well Y 
wecken d was certain thas this day J ſhould find ſome 
8 1 meate. Then he came neere the Pare and 
atd to her, Certainly ſiſter I muſt eat thy child. And 
the Pare (aid, Do my bꝛother ſchat ſhall pleaſe thee, 
but firſt J pꝛay the do me one pleaſure, J haue often 
beard ſay, that thou art a god Chirurgion, there foꝛe 
J deſire thee that thou wilt help my fot, foꝛ as J paſ- 
led peſterday thꝛough the foreſt, a thoꝛne entred into 
my fat behind, which grieueth me very ſoze, A ane 
ther thereloꝛe befoze thou eat my foale to pull the — 

ou 
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thewed 


ſatisfied. He then came neere the two Rams and ſaid, 
Certainly J ſhall eat one of vou. And one of them 
ſaid vnto him, Pp Low do all that pleaſeth pou, but 


Miſt you muſt giue a ſentence of a pꝛoceſſe of law 
Fo "is betwixt us:; and the Wolfe anſivered That: 


right good will he would do it: And after ſaid 
, my Lo2ds tell me pour caſes, that J may 
gine ſentence of pour difference and queſti⸗ 
And then one of them began to ſay, Py Lozd, 
This Peadow-was belonging to our Father, and be⸗ 
he died without making any 0zdinance oꝛ teſta⸗ 

nt, we be now in debate and ſtrite tos the parting 
refo:e we pꝛap thes thai thou wauldeſt make 
betwixt vs, ſo that peace map be one either 
And when the Wolfe demanded of the Kam 
queſtion might beaccozded » Right well, 
one of them, by. the way that I hall teti-thee; if 
wilt heare me. We will be at the two ends of the 
and thou ſhalt be in the midſt of it, and from 

nd of the meddow we both ſhall run toward you 
ſhall come firſt to pon, ſhall be Lord of this 
the laſt ſhal be thine. Mell ſaid the 12 


2 
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heart his | pooꝛe 
wolfe all aſtonied, and the rams went their way. And 
when he was come again to himſelſe. 82 

. 


„ 


ben pen a ltle 


would 


| whether the w 
mill did beat him well oꝛ not, yet as ſoone as hy 
he ran his way, and as he ran he ſaid to himſe 
care not foꝛ ſo little ſhame, ſfth'J ſhalleatmp 


— 
them in manner, God ſave vou my ſi ters: J muſt 


eat one of pon, to the end that my great hungen may 
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be fully ſatisfied. Then ſaid they vnto him, Certain⸗ 
ly my Loꝛd, you are welcome to Paſſe, fo2 we be 
come hither to obferue a great ſolemnity, and therfoze 
we deſire pou that you pontifically would fing, and 
after the Seruice compleat and finiſhed, do your pleas 
fare with one of vs. The Wolfe fo2 vaine glozy, fai- 
ning to be a P:elate, began io ſing and howle aloud 
befoe the ſheep : and when the men of the town heard 
the voice of the wolfe, they came into the ſtable with 
great ſtaues, and ſo layd vpon the Molfe that he 
could hardly go: neuertheleſſe, hc eſcaped, and went 
vnder a great tree, vpon which tree ſtod a man that 
bewed down the boughes thereof. The wolte then be- 
pan to ſigh ſoꝛe and to make great ſozrow fo: his evill 
and laid: Ah lupiter. Yow many euills haue J 
d and eſcaped 2 But now J know it is long of my 
and mine own means and pꝛoud thoughts ; fb2 
this R ' Tallow 
which J diſdained, and anon after that a pete of ba- 
con, which J would not eat foz fear of great thirſt, and 
becauſe offoliſh conceit : ſo that the euill that happen⸗ 
to me is y beſtowed, Py father was never 
P fitian, no2 Leach, neither haue J euer ſtudied oz 
the Science of Phyſick; therefo:e if there hap- 

ned any euill to me when J would haue dzawnt 
thozne ont of the Mares foot, it is well imploped. Al⸗ 
ſ my Father was neither patriarke noꝛ biſhop, noꝛ 
ener knewone letter in the book, and yet J pzelumed 
—— tooke vpon me — y 1 1— ang —— 
gods, faining mp ſelfe a but after mp de⸗ 
Eruing J was well rewarded: alſo my father was 
neuer er no2 Juſtice, and yet J would take vp- 
me to be a great Juſtice. But J knew neuer neither 
A. ne B. and there foꝛe the evill that is come to me is 
moſt right. O lupiter, J am woꝛthy of a very great 
— ＋˙5 fo2 my offences. Send thou now to me 
thy high thꝛone a [ woꝛd oꝛ other weapon, where- 


with J numꝛ ftrongh 
penance; fo2 well weꝛthy am J to rete ite a gre 


he FECL army ae a ER, dof his 
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back in ſuch manner that the Wolfe tärned 
ik he had bin ſtark dead. And alter he 


ter — — und hi 
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vpon the tree, 
e, ſaid no⸗ 


— caſt it vpon' oe | ooh | 
dolon with his tert vpward; in ſuch ſz: 


n, heloked bp toward heatien, and 
— out, Hu Iu bes J now well that4 
my pꝛaper. And by eaͤrneſt loking 
— — in the tree, and think 


ter, hepzoſentl y led thiberd the Joe "as fiſt a 10 


tould; being very ſoꝛe hurt and 


many fall dut a fole Ny — 


And it to vs, that when 1 7 cx e 
leth vnto vs, we — ＋ 810 refuſe in hope 
ter fbztunie: it likewiſe ch anne to t 
vpon _ do that bthey haue na Skill Uto do. 
or theenviou Dogge. i i 
O man dught to envy at other | 
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dog which went Falles of 242 
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ne 
ner the Molle ſafd to * ik thou Wilt. 

ne the vet better counceff. And the Dog 
ſured him, With a very god wiki J Halt heart if, 
and if it be god I ſhall do after it. Then ſaidthe wolfe 
to him, Giue me leaue to take another u ambr, and 
do thou run after me fo2 to haue it from me, and to 
bite me, and J ſhall vistently onerth:owe tha 


thy 1 ren a he tht hath no 
50 0 — g all this, I will not hurt 


Aw tenth N f92 of it J had 


ty Het thy maſter, how 


1 1 it thou be well 
1. erb the . 
— Wb bn raht f it ag un 
2511 DE Cool : tde wol ran 
away With the Lamb, and the ran after and o⸗ 
ew the Dogre pine po and the Wolfe ouer⸗ 
upſide down to the ground. Any 
rd u dd the Wolfe 818 — ſtroaks 
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tpof we . he Dope tp t 
e aw faid vnto him in this man- 
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I pꝛay thee mp bzother, that thou wilt yet giue me a- 
nother Lamb. And the dog ſaid tohim, certainlp my 
bother it may ſuffice thee to haue had two of them. 
Then ſaid the Wolfe, at the leaſt thou maieſt let me 
haue one fo my labour and ſalary. That ſhalt thou 
not, ſaid the Dog, haſt thou not had god ſalary ſoꝛ to 
haue had two Lambs of my Paſters 2? And the wolte 
anſwered to him again, Py bꝛother, gine it me it it 
pleafe thee. And the dog ſaid, nay J will not, and if 
thou takeſt it againſt my will, J pꝛomiſe thee, that ne- 
ver after this time thou ſhalt eat any moze, And the 
Wolfe ſaid, Alas my bꝛother, J dy fo2 hunger, tell 
me foꝛ Gods lone what ſhal J do, Then the dog ſaid to 
him, J ſhall confeſle thee well; a wall of mp maſters 
teller is fallen down,go thou thither this night and en- 
ter into it, and there thou maiſt both eat and dn at 
thy pleaſure ; fo2 both bꝛead, fleſh and wine ſhalt thou 
find there in great plenty. Then the wolle ſaid to the 
dog, Alas my bother, beware A pꝛap thee that thou 
accuſe me not, ne deceiue me. And the dog anſwered 
J warrant thee,but look thou do thy feat ſo pꝛiuily that 
none of my tellowes know of it. And the wolfe came 
at night and entred into the celler, and eat and dzank, 
at his pleaſure, inſomuch that he waxed dꝛunk, and 
when he was dꝛunk he ſaid to himſelfe; Tchen the vil- 
laines be filled with meat, and that they be dunk, 
thep ſing, and vherfo:e ſhould not J ſings And anon 
he began to cry and houle. Then the dogs heard his 
voyte and began to bark and howle, and the ſeruants 
which heard them, ſaid ſurelp, It is the Wolfe which is 

entred within the celler, and they altogether went thi⸗ 
ther and killed the Wolfe. Wherfo:e, moꝛe viſpen- 
deth the niggard than the bountifull, foꝛ couetouſneſſe 
was neuer god ; fo: many there be which dare not eat 
and dꝛink as nature requireth,but neuert erp 
ne onght to line pzudently, of all ſuch gods as plea⸗ 
ſeth God to ſend them. This fable aaa — 
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that none ought to do againſt his kind, as the Wolfe, 
2 wared dꝛunke, fo: the which canſe hee was 
ain. 


Cf the Father and his three Children. 


FJE is not wilt which fo2 to haue vanity and his 
leaſure, maketh debate and ſtrife : As it appears 
by this fable, There was a man which had thꝛee chil- 
dꝛen, and at the houre ol death he bequeathed and gaue 
them his heritage. that is to wit, a Pearetree, a Goat, 
and a Mill. And when the Father was dead, the 
bꝛethꝛen aſſembled themſelues together and went be- 
foze the Judge, foꝛ to part the linelyhod,and laid to the 
Judge, my Loꝛd, Our Father is dead, and hath be⸗ 
queathed vnto vs thꝛee bꝛethꝛen all his heritage, and 
one ſhould haue as much of it as the other. And t 
the Judge demanded what was their liuelyhwd⸗ And 
they anſwered, A Peartree, a Goate, and a Mill. 
And then the Judge ſaid to them That he that ſhould 
fit and dinide equall your parts fo2 the one to haue as 
much of it as another, ſhould haue a very hard mat⸗ 
fer to do; but by pour owne aduice how would pou 
haue it - and then the eldeſt of the thzee bꝛethꝛen ſpake 
and ſaid, J ſhall take from the Peartree all that is 
troked and right. and the ſecond ſaid J ſhall take from 
the Pearetree all is greene and dzy. And the 
third ſaid, J ſhell haue alt the rot, the pill oz maſt, 
and all the bꝛanches of the Peartree ; and the Judge 
faid to them; He that then ſhall haue the moſt part of 
it, let him be Judg, fo neither J noz any elſe can vn⸗ 
derſtand oꝛ know who ſhall thereby haue the moſt oz 
leaſt part of it, and therefoꝛe he that can pꝛoue openly: 
that he hath the moſt part, ſhall be Loꝛd of the who 
Tree. Then the Judge demanded of them, how: 
ho on had demiſed to them the Goat? And 
they layed to him, hs "tn 
| 3 


and xequeſt muſt haue the Goat, And 


2 requeſt and ſaid, would * 


ſaid, J Gon - 9495 
fairer bens 5 requeſt ot hires n 
make: Hat All the Bempe and Flare, and 
the wookl Min the woꝛld r one thꝛed 
alone, and that the Goat were fo great, that with the 
lame thꝛed men might not bind one yo the legs. Then 
ſaid the third. The Goate ſhall ſurely be mine, 1 
at pe e that he were 11 22 


vppermoſt part of — 

as much =_ 18 85 1 
iche on i bt length and bꝛead 2 
Ione | ET ed thee hane mu the ren 


r, Certainly neither J no2 any other can 
the ment, and therefoze t Goate ſhall be to hin 
t of it tholl ſay the truth. And the Mil, how was it 
demiled by pour Father to be parted a you 
thee » They anſwered the Jud - digs Ehe tha ſball be the 
moſt lyar, moſt enill, and moſt to haue it. 
Then | ſaid the elde ſon: A am moſt flat full, foz ma- 
my yeares paſt 4 dwelled in a great houſe, and 
all het the jo condits of the ſame, where fell 
Waters: ag ter, andother 
ſh, tht An y ſtanke, inſomnch that all 
my tie was ratten thereof and mine eyes blind, and 
the dart vnder my 1 was . and vet by 


— wn rather abide there than The ſes 
of dolic 
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— that 1 in ſuch ſoꝛt one a- 
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be thould learn his ſon « od doctrine, 
lfe tok, and went 
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ih Sar the Far anfivenry the @ e 
th . Whoife now go we to dimer; and the 


Godfonne went Ad the foreſt, and 
cans to the Mare and e a Colt by her, 
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the Wolfe foke the Colt by the neck, and dꝛelw him 
Seeed ee eee 
an n 9 ellten, e laid to t 
Godfather, My Godfather, J commend you to God, 
and much J thank vouifoꝛ your god doctrine, foz ye 
haue taught me well, inſomuch that now J am a god 
cleark, and now J win do to my Pother, Then the 
Wolfe ſaid ta his Godlonne, Pp Godſdn. if thou go- 
eſt away thou ſhalt repent thee, fo2 thou haſt not pet 
well ſtudied neither knoweſt thou yet. thy ſyllogiſ⸗ 
mes, Ma my good Godfather, ſaid the For, Jknow 
welt all. Then the Wolfe ſaid to him, Sith thou wilt 
needs go to God J commend ther. And when the Fox 
was come to his mother, the ſald to him; ſurely thou 
haſt not ſtudied en and then he ſaid to his moth 
J am ſd great a Clark, that I can caſt the diuell from 
- _ — —— — 3 = pe thall —— 
r J can do ought oꝛ nought. An ore 
ivould haue done as his godfather the trolls BY „and 
ſaid to his mother, Pane a good watch, and when the 
beaſts ſhall come to the field, ello all Ido She 


thereof, And his mother ſaid well ſo hall J do. 
made god watch, and vhen ſhe ſaw the Kine and 
Swine go to the field, ſher ſaid vnto him, Py ſonne, 
the Kineand Swine £6 145 into the fields: and 
he anfwered : Py mother, foꝛ them J care not, let t 
go, koꝛ the Dogs keep them well: and within a ſhoꝛt 
while after, the mother ſaw 2 — come. next vnto 
the wod, and ſaid vnto her ſon, My ſon, the Pare is 
theſe be good tyvings, abive you here. fo} I go to er 
E , you „10 4 0 c 
aur dinner, add he entred into the wod, and aſter 
would do as his godfather had done befo2e,and went 
—— the Bare by the neck; but the are tooke 
with her terth and bare him to the ſhepheard, and 
the mother cried from the top of the hill; Py ſonne, 
let go the Pare and come hither againe, hut he might 
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not, fbz the Pare held him faſt with her teeth: and as 
the S ] rd came to kill him, the mother cried, and 
— wee 

an 


ng : Alas my ſonne thou didſt not learne 
ni en too little a while at Schoole, wherefo:e 
fo2 thy fooliſh pꝛeſumption, thou muſt dye miſera- 
bly : And the Shepheard tooke and flew him. Which 
fable ſheweth, that none ought to make himſelfe learn- 
ed except he haue firſt well ſtudied ; foꝛ ſome thinke 
- 1 to be great Clearks, that can do nothing 
2 


Of 2 man, The old Lion, and his 
ſonne. 


HE that refuſeth the good doctrine of his Father, if 

euil hap come vnto him, it is both right and reaſon, 
as this Fable rehearſeth vnto vs: Ok a Labonrer 
which ſometime lined in a Deſert, by his culturing la- 
bour. In this defert alſo lined a Lion that waſted and 
deſtroyed all the ſced that euery day the ſaid labourer 
had ſowed: and alſo this Lion deſtroyed and ſpoiled his 
trees. And becaufe he did to him ſo great harm, he made 
a hedge, to the which he ſet coꝛds and nets to take the 
I ion. And on a certain time, the Lion came to eat con, 
and entred within a net, and was taken ; and then the 
labonrer came thither, and beat him ſo wonderfully, 
that ſcarcely he could eſcap away with life:and becanle 
that the Lion ſaw that he might not eſcape the ſubtilty 
of the man, he twk his young Lion and went and dwelt 
in another region. And within a while after, when the 
young Lion was grown, and was fierce, and ſtrong, 

demanded of his Father, and ſaid z my Father, be 
we of this Region 2 Nay, ſaid the Father, foꝛ we be 
fled away from our land. And the young Lion deman⸗ 
ded of him vtherefo:e 2 And the Father anſwered him, 
fo: the great ſubtilty « crafty deuices of the Pan. And 
the young Lion demanded of him, what man it o_ < 
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ather anfwered and (aid vnto him; ho is 
at, no2 ſo ſtrong as we be, . 
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fon aufwered the Father. By mine head J ſhall 
thither, and fee what he can do. And as he went 
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we come befpze thy fa 88 Ly 
y boy. 

rare And then — — d 
them » ſaying, O good man, J pꝛay thee vn 
bind me. t the T4 to ſtrike n pon the 
— inhen the ion fato that be not elrape, 
he faid to the man, J pꝛay thee that thou ſmite me no 
head, but vpon the ears, becauſe J wonld 
the councel of my father. And the man be- 


mite him tand llew him. T 
e (ce, that rg dient childzen, many tins 


Of the Knight and his ſeruant which found 
the Foxe, 


df 
17 


lupiter 


wilt 


122 The fift Booke 


ly. And the Knight anſwered, Motteſt thou not well 
that thou muſt ſoon paſſe a great river, and that he tho 
alt this day ſhall haue made one leaſing. it he enter in, 
be ſhall neuer come ont again Df wozds the 
archer was very dꝛeadfull. And when they had ridden 
a little way they found a little riner. the 
archer demanded-of his Lo2d, Is this the floud 
ae e marie 
my ſay ſo, becau ox ou 
might well haue ſwimmed ouer this little Wales And 
the Loꝛd (aid, I care not therefoze. And after they had 
ridden a little further, they found another little riner, 
and the archer demanded of him, Is this the flood that 
ye ſpake of : Nay ſaid he, foꝛ it is greater and bꝛoader. 
And the Archer ſaid againe to hin: My Lozd, I ſay ſo, 
becauſe the Fox of the which J ſpake to dap, was no 
greater then a Cate: and then the Knight hearing the 
diſſimulation of the archer, anſwered not: and ſo they 
rode fo2th along till they found yet another riuer. And 
then the Archer demanded of his Lo2d, is that the 
fame Nay ſaid the Knight, but ſoon we ſhall come 
thereto. O my Lo2d, quoth he, A aſk, betauſe that the 
Fox whereof J ſpake to you this day, was no greater 
then aſheep : and when they had ridden till enening, 
they found a riner of great bzeadth, and when the Ar- 
cher ſaw it, he began to ſhake fo2 fear, and demanded 
of his Lozd, Py Lozd, is this the Riner 2 Yea ſaid 
the Knight, O my Lo2d, ſaid he, J aſſure you on my 
faith, that the For of the I ſpake to day, was no 
greater then the Fox which we ſaw to day; wherfoze 
confeſſe to pou my ſinne. And then the Knight began 
to ſmile, and ſaid to his Archer in this manner: this 
riuer alſo is n o woꝛſe then the riners which we ſaw 
betoꝛe and haue paſſed h. Then the archer 
aſhamed, becauſe he might no moze coner his 
Wherefoze it is good ener to fap the truth, and to prac- 
tiſehoneſt dealing both in woꝛd and deed, fo2 the — 


— e be n 
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ſpeches ofa lyar pꝛocure his own ſhame any contempt 
among men. 


Ofthe Eagle and che Raven, 


had gre 

-_ and Ay to biraſe » Wherefo2e ſhould not A 
take a Lambe as well as the Eagle: And ſhontl — 
ter, as the Rauen faw a great flock of ſheep 
— by him, he deſcended —— and — 

on them; and in ſuch manner ſmot a wether that 
the clawes. abode in the fleſh; Sten ——— he 
could not fiye away. Then la 4 
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nen. Wherefo2e the feeble ought not to r: 


with the ſtrong ; foz —— r — 
5 t — fable of Sane 
which fr . 


do moꝛe then he may, he 
Of the Eagle and the Weſill, | 


D man what — oeuer bo bath, a to i 
NE roi 
Ab 


not reũſt again th the 
g. and — the Eagle ſaw 
We Went fl G ite 5 little; be diſpꝛaiſed her, and wk —— 


124 The fift Booke - 

tooke away the Bare, wherat the Uheſill was wrath, 
and went and beheld the neſt of the Eagle which was 
vpon a high tree, and ſeeing it, climed vp into the tree 
and caſt down the, ang Eagles whereof they died. 


Tupiet, hat he vwbirid find 
S 


ache tap his ages dap his fects 


S. 
K 8 
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11143 
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FE which ich is wiſe, ought to toner the end heran 
: begin any wozk, as appeareth by this Fable of 
a Pd and 4 Gust thc — — into a 
dep Wel fo2 to dzink, and when they had dꝛunk, be- 


they cori rome vp 


And fo this canſe the Eagle was angry, and went. 


. 


— — 
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2dcd, and ſaid J will, And! n the Goat 
fat a Wall, and the Jer dd d 
got out of 


tf 
nity — thy faire beard, thou wmnivelt ere 01 

entred intd this well, hane — 
— come fo:th of it agatn. — 
t will wiſe ly gouern hunmſe ble, dught ener o 
hed to the end of the woꝛk. 


Of the Cat and the Chicken, 
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Of the Fox and the Buſmn. 

VI En. ought not to ask helpe of them that be moꝛe 
accuſtomed to do enill than good, as it appeareth 

by this Fable. There was a For which fo? to eſcape 
the tobe taken, troad vpon a thozne which did 
hurt him ſoꝛe, whereloꝛe weping he ſaid to the buſh, 3 
amcome to thee as my refuge, and thou haſt ſoꝛe hurt 
me. And the buſh ſaid to him. Thou haſt erred and be⸗ 
thy ſelf, fo2 thou ſuppoſedſt to haue taken me as 
doſt hens and chickins. And therefoze men ought 
not to help them which be accuſtomed to do euill, but 


ought rathe r to hinder them. 
Of the Man and his Idoll, 


Oo F the euill man ſometime commeth p2ofit to ſome 
_— other, it be contrary to his will as appear- 
eth by this fable : ofa man which had in his honſe an 
Jboll, which he often times adoꝛed as his God, and 
the moze he pꝛayed to him, the moze he failed and be- 


know J well that thou art wicked, euill and pers 
2 2 when J wozſhipped thee thou didſt nought 
ſoꝛ me. 7 2e when euill men do god, it is againſt 

| Of a Hiſher, 


pte a Fiſher piped fo2 to make the fiſh dance : 
amd when he ſaw that foz no ſong he could pipe 
lhey would dance, he waxed angry, and caſt his nets 
CE Re ON bn 
and dance, and then he ſaid vnto them: Certainly it 


my 
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ppeateth now well that pe be very euill beaſts, fo2 
nbw when ye be taken, ve ſeap and dance, and befo2e 
when J piped on my Bagpipe, ENA get you to 
dance. Thereſdze it appeareth well that thoſe things 
— A done in ſcaſon, be well done; and by god ad- 


Pf the Cat and the Rat. 

T e man that is wiſe and hath once been beguiled. 
wil na moze truſt him that hath beguiled him, as 
rehearfeth this Fable,of a Cat that went into a houſe 
where many Kats were, which he did est dne after 
another. And when the Rats perteiued the ffercenes 
and cruelty of the Cat, they held aconncell together, 
whereas they determined with one conſent, that they 
ſhould no moꝛe come vpon the lower ground. Where- 
foze one of them moſt ancient, ſaid to all the other, My 
bꝛethꝛen, ye know againſt whom we may not reſiſt, 
therefoze we muſt nerds hold our ſelues vpon the vp- 
per bilkes, to the end our enemy may not take vs: of 
the which woꝛds the other Rats were wel content, 
and agreed to his counſell. And when the Cat knew 
the counſell of the Kats, he hung himſelle by his two 
feet brhind, vpon a pin of iron which did tick in a 
balke; fetning himſelte to be dead. Then one of the 
Rats lot ing downwary, and ſeeing the Cat ſo hang⸗ 
ing, _ to laugh, and ſaid to the Cat, O my 
friend, ii A knew that thou wert dead, J would come 
down, but J know ther to be falſe, and doeſt hut hang 
fo counterfeiting thy ſelle to be dead, therefoꝛe J will 
not goe down, By which we learn, not to truſt him 
the fecond time, which hath decetned vs once, 


1 2 Of the labourer and the Pielarge. 


He c which is taken with the wicked andeuill, 
onght to ſuffer like * and punichment. = 


125 The fift Book 


it appeareth by this Fable: Df a Labonrer whit 
2 — dꝛeſled and gins fo2 to take the Geefe and 
alſo the Cranes which did eat his Coz. 3t 

that once in a mo took a great _— 
and Cranes, and a. ge among mong them, 

effly pꝛaved the Labourer to let him{go, 2 — 1 
he came not thither to do any harme. At theſe 

the Labourer began to laugh, and ſaid to the 55 
if thou hadſt not been in 1 5 

not entred into my net, noꝛ been but be⸗ 


_ art found and taken them, thou ſhalt 
1 a 8 nd taken with them, ought to 


hip company 2 as do enill, vnleſſe he be 
wiling to be pun 2s they be fa) their bab condi 
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Of the Child which kept the ſheep, 


which is ſtomed fo mak 
1 | faitnor be 1 he a 1 
, of a which ſome⸗ 
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Of the Catpenter and of Mercury, 
B P how muth Sad is moze merciful and benig 
„ 


o the good and holy, ſo mich the uniſh- 
eth the wicked and euill, as we may Le Fs Fable, 
vf a Carpenter which cut wood by a rinertomake a 
Temple to the gods. And as he tut wood: his Are 
kell into the water, wherefoꝛe he began to werp, and 
to call to the gods fo2 heipe: and the god Mercury fo? 
pity appeared to him, and asked him wherefoze he 
wept, And ſhewed vnto him an Axe of gold and 
Asked of him if that were the Axe which he had loſt. 
And he ſaid nay: then the God ſhewed him another 
Are of ſilner, and he ſemblably ſaid: andbecgnſe Mer- 
cuty ſaw that he was good and true, he dꝛew his Are 
out of the water, and gaue if him, and much good be⸗ 
ſide he gaue him. And the Carpenter told this ſtoꝛy 
to his fellowes, of the which one of them came to the 
ſame place to cut as his fellow did befoꝛe, and let fall 
his Axe into the water and began to weep, and to de- 
| yond help and ayd of the gods, Wherenpon Mer- 


eury-and 
ſame ts 


good at d which is 
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which in his pouth began to ſteale, and all that he did 
ſteale he bꝛought to his mother, and the mother took it 
Adly, and would in no wiſe cozre him, and after he 
d ſtollen many things, he was taken and condem⸗ 
ned to be; hanged, and as men led him tothe Juſtice, 
his mother d him and wept ſoꝛe: And then the 
child pꝛayed the Juſtice that he might ſay ſomewhat 
to his mother, and hauing leaue he app2oached to her, 
and making as though he would ſpeake to her in 
eare, with his t&th he bit off her noſe : foz which when 
the Judge blamed him, he anſwered him in this man- 
ner, My Lo2d:fhe is the cauſe of my death; foꝛ if the had 
well chaſtiſed me, J had not come to this ſhame, By 
which fable we may learn that it is better fo2 parents 
to chaſtiſe their childꝛen being young, then to be grie⸗ 
ned by them when they are old. 


of the Flea and the Man. 


E. Very little euill is to be puniſhed, as appeareth by 
this fable. There was a mon which tooke a flea 
that bit him, to whom he ſaid: Flea, why bitteſt thou 
me, and wilt not let me fleep - And the flea anſwered, 
It is my kind to do ſo, Wherefo:e J pꝛay thee put me 
not to death. And the man beganne to laugh and ſaid, 


Thou canſt not hurt me greatlv.neuertheleſſe, only foꝛ 


biting me, thou ſhalt die, Thercfoze ſmall cuills are 
not to be ſuftered, | 


Of the Husbandrhan and his two Wives, 


N — * Woꝛſe to a man then a woman, as ap- 
peareth by this fable. There was a man of on 
age that had two. wines, that is to ſay. an old anda 
young, which were both dwelling in his houle, od. a 
cauſe the old deſtred to haue his lone ſhe pulted it? 
blacke haires from his . becauſe hee * be 
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Of the Labourer and his children. 
E that laboureth continuallv, is likelp to be rich in 
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Here beginne the Fables of Avian 
right pleaſant to reade. 


The firſt Fable is of the old Woman 
and the Wolfe. 


Merp kind of is not ts be beleencd bp ns, 
as eth d bran i wore Cer 
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the Wolfe to eat thee 
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mis, abode ſtill at the gate and ſu 

the child to eat, and when the 7 Wolfe had tare — 
ſo long that he was hungry, he returned a 
fo 1 wood, and the ſhee Wolfe demanded 
— — And he anſ 


ed, The old woman eguiled me pramiſed 
2... x 254 20 the laſt J had itn here⸗ 


foe men ought not to put any great —— 
womans ſpechos, 1 _ 


The ſecond fable is of the Torteſſe and of the 
other Eirds, 


II E that exalteth himſelfe mozc then beou 
ſeldome conmreth to , AS A 
Fable, of a Toꝛteſſe w ſaid to the ids, 
me vp very high fromthe þ pore nn into the — 9 
ſhew to od co ped 14 ns. —2 5 
an mi 
not Sa ſaid t o_— Nen 
Beten the Tortele EE Bi 
5 0299 knew well tha he res deteiued, he toaſt 


- 


— this 


3 


Ly W 


325 * ae fale 
mon 5 
then he would. 


The third fable is of the two Creviſſes, 
T man = which will vndertake to 


Jn. to examine and coꝛrect 


by ths ble ot reve, 
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chaſtiſed her own daughter, becauſe that ſhe went not 
right, and ſaid to her, Py daughter, it pleaſeth me nat 
that ve go thus backward, foꝛ thereby thou maiſt came 
to ſome harme, And the daughter ſaid to her, Pp mo⸗ 
ther, o {hall go right and fozward with a good Will, if 
ye wil 10 beloꝛe me to ſhew me the way: But the ma⸗ 

puld go no other wile but after her kind, wherfoꝛe 
the daughter ſaid to her, Py mother, learne firſt your 
ſelfe fo2 to go right and foꝛward, and then ye may teach 
me. Wherefoze he that will teach other, ought firſt to 
ſhew god example hunſelfe, foꝛ great ſhame it is foz a 
Doctoꝛ to haue his own fanlts accuſe him, 


The fourth Fable is of the Aſſe and te 
. Lions skinne. 3 


N One ought to-glozy in the goods of other, as re- 
hearſeth this Fable of an Alle, which ſometime 
found the ſkinne of a Lyou, which he did wear on him, 
but he could neuer hide his eares therkwith. And when 
he was (as he ſuppoſed) well arrayed with the {aid 
Skin, he ran into the foꝛreſt, and when the wild beaſts 
ſaw him come, they were fearfull and began to fipe, 
fo2 they thought it had been the Lyon. And the maſter 
of the Aſſe ſought his Alle vp and down in euery place, 
and when he had long ſought him, he thought be 
would go to the ,fozreff, and as he was in the foꝛreſt, 
he met his Alle arrayed as is befoze ſaid. But his ma⸗ 
ſter which had ſought him ſo long, ſaw his eares, wher- 
by he knew him well, and anon he fooke him, and ſaid 
in this manner: Ya ha, maſter Alle, are ye cloathed 
with the Lyons ſkin? Thou makeſt the beaſts afraid, 
but if they knew ther as well as J do, they would not 
feare thee, but J aſſure thee that well J ſhall beat thee 
fo2 this, Then he tooke from him the skinne of the 
Lyon and ſaid to him, Lpon thou ſhalt be no mme bu 
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Alle halt thou euer be, and his maſter why os 
with rudgell, that euer after he remembꝛed it. 
. aduanceth himſelfe of other mens goods, 
a'very foole. o as men ſay commonly, he is not 
wall wr which is clothed with another mans 
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21 he v. E able ivof the Frog and the Fox, 
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T is at folly @ an man to attempt to dothet 
| Ten ly as by this fahle appeareth. A 
Frogge ſometime came out of a ditch, and 1— 
Wien a high monntaine, and when the 
on the high mountaine, ſhe ſaid to the other bea * 
am a Piſtreſſe in medicine, and can giue remedy to all 
manner of ſickneſſe by my art and ſubtilty, and ſhall 
render you | god healtb, whereof ſome beleened her. 
Thea the For which — the fooliſh belcete of 
the Beste, began to laugh and ſaid to them; Pooꝛe 
1 e may this foule and venimous beaſt which 

s ſicke and pale of colour, render and gine to you 
bealths fozthe Leach that will heale ſome other, ought 
firſt to helphimſelfe ; ſoꝛ many counterfeit the Leach, 


which cannot a wo2d- of the ſcience of medicine, from 
the which I Pay God to keeps you, 


- The vi. fable is of the Dogge. 


HE E that is vaine glozious of that which ſhould hum- 

le him, is a very foole, as by this Fable moſt 
* .. appeareth. There was a man Which had 
two dogs, of the which one without barking vſed to 
bite the folke, and the other barked, but did not bite. 
And when the maſter of the houſe perceiued the ma- 


tice of- the d not, hang chant Bis 
necka bell, tothe Wat men biete of him: 
re- 
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The feventh Fable, is of the Camell and of Iupiter. 


SET Ts 
———— Os fable 86 K Carnal 
ined to lupicer, of the other 


which fomtime | 
beaſts that mocked him,becanſs he was not beautiſun 


E 


moꝛe god then if 
thou demandeft that 
bane taken from 

: Fo2 no man 


ought 
onght to haue, left he thereby lerſe that which he hath. 
Fable viii. of two fellowes. 
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4. John oy es ſomtimes held 
3 


what the Ada to 1175 and x 
mong all aber . — 
vor truſt him which hath once deceiued me. 


F able ix. of two Pots. 
1 Ve Pax * I oꝛ his fellow, 


one was AC Copper, and yr _ of welch - w 
becauſe that 


— * hit 1 
act with th rich. vette 


fo; better it is to line in poverty 


than to dis tllainonSy dus be oppzeded of the rich | 
Fable x, of the Lion and the Bull, | 
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time fled: berbꝛe a Lyon, and as the Bull would haue 
entred into a tauerne fo to ſane him; a Goate — 
againſt him to let him that he ſhould not enter, to L 
all fad: It is not time now to —_ me on thee. 
fo2 the Lyon chaſeth me. but the time ſhall come that J: 
Wan me out. Wherefoze that man is not wiſe; 
which tobe pzeſenily auenged on his enemy, will bꝛing 
himſelle into moꝛe per ill and danger 2 29 


* 


The xi. Fable is of the Ape and his Sonne. 


T Here is no greater folly then fo2 a man to pꝛaiſe 
unſelle, as rehearſeth this pꝛeſent Fable, of Iu- 
piror chiele of the gods, which made all the beaſts and: 
rds fo? to be aſſembled together foꝛ to know their 
kind, Therewith came foꝛth the Ape, which pꝛeſented 
his ſon to Iupiter, ſaying thus: Fair ſir and mighty 
god, loke and here the faireſt bcaft that euer thou 
createdſt in this woꝛld. Yereat Iupiter began to laugh. 
ſaying vnto him: Thou art a foule beaſt thus fo? to 
p:aiſe thy ſelle. Foz none onght to pꝛaiſe himſelfe, but 
vught to do god and verfeous wozks, fo2 the which o⸗ 
ther men may giue him pꝛaiſe and commendation, 


The xii. Fable is of the Crane and the Peacock. 
> þ Mough a man be neuer ſo excellent in any ſcience, 
eth 


et it is folly in him to pꝛaiſe himfelfe, as appear- 

v this fable, of a Peacock which ſometime made 
a dinner fo2 a Crane, and when they had eaten and 
dꝛunken enough, they had much talk together: wher- 
foze the Peacock ſaid to the Crane, Thou haſt not ſd 
fair a ſoꝛme, noꝛ ſo fair feathers as I haue. To whom 
the Crane auſwered and ſaid, It is truth: nenertheles, 
thon haſt not ſo good and faire a vertue,as'J haue. Fo2 
albeit that J haue not ſo faire s as thou haſt, 
pet I can flye better then thou thy ſelfe canſt, fo: with 
thy faire-feathers thou muſt ever abide on the earth. 
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but I can flyeenen where it ple p leaſeth me. Thus enerp 

vne ought to be content with that gift which nature 

hath beſtuwed on him, without making any vain boaſt 
%% A 
Fable xiii. of the Hunter and the Tyger. 


F — nope is the 1 —— a 10 Dy tht then the 
nd o e, as is par 
Fable : Ok a er whit 17 arrowes hurt the 


wild d beat in d f tharn 4 to the 
beaſts A Tr D in this 

mer; Be not afraid ſo; fo: A ſhan keep vou well 

15 as the Tygre came to the wood, the Hummer wos 

id within a and when he law t the Tyoro 

| , be 3 und hit him in 


whereof the abathed,'and 
ing aud ſo2eſighing, | d 
wot not from e . 
when the Fox ſaw him ſo gr 
ing he ſaid vnto him, Ha, ha Tygre, thou art wondexy 
full mighty and ſtrong. T Tyxre ſaid to him, 
ftren hike ro me not at this, time, fo2 none 
from treaſon.” 


row 3 — 7 — 
per ſon x13 nie Wil 


ae ne ae e af 1 


140 
The 
En Fable xi . 
215 dnt 92 the — 
: | . 0 
fowl gas ape 


l 


5 


IT 
v7 
is 


. 


11 


F 


The Fables of Avian. 141 


vncertain, t 5 4 
ofa ile whe withbis line folk oth 
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Fable xvii, of Pherbus, che en vious and the 
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8 Fable wig Of the Theeke and the child 
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The i Fable, of the Crow Which was athirſt, 
Etter is wit then force, as rehearſeth this Fable ot 
"A Crow. which came to dꝛink out of a bucket. and 
1. that ſhe might not reach to the water,ſhe filled 
the Bucket with ſmall ſtones, inſomuch that the wa- 
er came vpwards, whereof ſhe did d2ink at pleaſure. 
hereby we vnderſtand that wiſdome is moꝛe to be 
mended then any woꝛldly might; and by Dapience 

men map reũſt great cuill, 


ts The xxii, Fable of the villaine, and df the | 
5 young Bull. 7 


- * 


H Tthat i of an enill nature, Hall haue great paine 
to a\nend his conditions, as appeareth by this fable 

of à pillaine which had a young. Bull, the which he 
might not bind, becauſe that euer he ſmote 1 
ene en eee 
When he won e bound him, talk his 
feet from him, in ſuch wiſe that he ſuffered no man 
to tome near him. And when the villaine perceined 
the malice of the Bull he ſaid vnto him, J ſhall cha- 
ſtiſe th well enough,foz I ſhail put the into the But⸗ 
chers hands: and then the Bull indeed was cs 
Thus men ought to do with wicked and rebelltons 
eople, which giue themſelues to all kind of enil, name⸗ 
lb, th put them into the hangmans hands, and to let 
him be their butcher to rule them, fo2 otherwiſe their 
accuſtomed conditions will moꝛe and moze ſpꝛead, to 
4 ol better diſpoſed perſons among whom 

e. 


The viii. Fable is of the Palmer and of the Satyre, 


En to beware ol them whic bear bo five 
Med as rehearſeth this 2 _ Pil⸗ 
grime which walked in the Winter thauph great 

"0: , 
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1 05 a 
a ihe Pilar did blowhis hands fo? to heat — 
1— md hot 


fo2 he was ſoꝛe a cold, and the: 
water to drink, and when the Pilgrim ___ — 
dꝛunke it, he beganne to blowit. And th the wdodwolſe 
demanded of him, why he did blow it. "Td the Pil⸗ 
grime ſaid, J blow it to make it ſomewhat moze cold, 
The woodwoſe then ſaid to him, Thy fellowthip is 
not gd fo2 me, becauſe that thou beareſt both fire and 
wafer in thy mouth: Therefo2e hence Tana 
pit, and neuer returno again: fo2 the 


man which two tongues is n 
= man that is wife, ought 1 11. 
flajferers, fo2 by flattering and adulation, many 
ben deceined, 


| The iii. Fable is of the Oxe and the Rat. 


t to loue their ſubiects, ſoꝛ he which is 
tenants and ſabiects, is not Loꝛd ot 
ev l an pꝛeſent fable, ot rt 


Dre brd ſometinte was within a fradle and a 


— en deine flept, a —— 
— qo hes, and as the Dre 
en m, he ran awap into his hole. And 


Ore beganne to menace the Rat, and the Ra 
him, Jam not afraid of thee, albeit Jan — 
— 1 — the. And if thou art gen t 
a . 
ought to 


R 


erer 


SANS 


„ 
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thatthneth not, not to be loued: dere 
BY Too maſt þ lidixtts, e them by Ws 


Fable xx1111 of the Gooſe and, * I ed 


| t ſeoketh to g. ＋ then he on ught.  oftimes 
5's Oak: t as ſaith this Fable, of a man 


aide enery egge of 
The man of nelle bee ber that 
dap the ſhould fay two egs. And the laid fe hint, 

my maſter Imap not. Wherefoze the man 


was with her, and lie w her: by meas whereoſ 
3 2ofit, und 8 been 
e e e cit it was no time to fhat the ſtable 
e horſes are gone: und he is not 1 
2 raſhly doth ny 1 whereof he toll 


nt dir afterward, d nozhe Hat hurkerd, hi himfſelfe'ts be 
on ſome other, Fo2 becauſe he ſuppoſed by 
All, hel loſt all, 


The xxv. Fable is of the old Ape and her 
two children. 


H E chat ſometimes the parents doth diſp2aife,often- 
times p2oneth the beſt child, as appeareth by this 

able, of an Ape had two 12 the! ith 

e hated the one and loued the other, and that the 

Jus Wen the other in chan hes mother i theors 

0 a E 2 

hind, he ran and leapt on her back, and by reaſon that 


the little Ape which ſhe held in her armes hindꝛed 
nie by Ee 
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diſpꝛaiſed and hated, is better then the thing which 
5 Joued and pzaiſed. And many times techie 
which be pꝛailed z loned, do leſſe good then which 
be diſpzaiſed and hated, 


Eable xxvi. ofthe Wind and the earthen Pot. 


Þe man that ee 
L. ſhall be abaſed, as appeareth hoythis Fa = 
Potter which ff 4 euxth, dich 
het in the pe Sunn, that it better d —— 


otte there came a great md. And 
Wente c ſaw the Potfe, he demanded, Who 
art thou! And the Potte anſwered, Jam a pot the 
beſt made chica be found, and none may peach 
me. Now Wind ? Thou art pet all ſoft, and 
haſt neither — ne foꝛce, and becauſe J know thy 


eat pꝛide, J ſhall bꝛeake thee in peeces, to the end 


thou maieſt haue knowledge of thy great paide. 
And therefoze the feeble ought to 2 humble 
himſelle, and ſhew obeiſance to his: Lom; and not to ex⸗ 
— moꝛe then he ought, to the end that he be 
no 


Fable xxvii. of the Wolfe and the Lambe, 


O F two euills men ought euer to eſchew the wozſt, 
if any of them may be eſchewed, as it appeareth 
by this fable, of a Wolfe which ranne after a Lamb 
the which Lambe fled into the houſe whereas the 
Goates were; And when the wolle ſaw that he mig! t 
in no wile take the Lambc, he ſaid to him by ſweete 
wo2ds, Leaue thy fellowſhip, and come with me into 
the fields: £62 if thou come not, thou ſhalt bee taken 
with them, and being taken, ſhalt be ſacrificed tot i 
gods. And the L anſwered to the Wolfe, J 
"_ to ſhed all my blond foz the lone of the ua at 
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to be ſacrificed to them.thentob — 5 — and denonted 
of thee, And therefo:e he is full of wiſdome and pꝛu⸗ 
W who ot two went 2 2 the greateſt ; 


' Hereendeth as Fables of Avian, 


———— 


| Heerfllowethehe pleaſant Fables of 
: eAlfonce. 


be firſt Fable is of the exhartation of 
% Sapience and Love. 


Nabe ot Lucane ſaid to his ſon in this manner: 
12 ſonne, beware that the Ant be no moꝛe 
E 115 75 3 ſelf, which gatheretha and 
in the Summer, all he 
toe « oe Winter; and beware that thou 
—4 then the Cocke doth, which watch- 
early in the r that hee 
5 thy ſelfe, which ruleth and goner- 
neth nine nes. But it ſufficeth that thou row 
and gonerne. one. well: and alſo that t een 
not moꝛe Roble then thy ſcife, which fo2 
that good which is done to him, but euer 
bꝛeth it. Beſides my Sonne, ſuppoſe if not a fmall 
matter to haue a'good friend, but doubt not to haue 


1 — 5 — And when Arabe would dye, 
* 4 of his Sonne, ſaving : 
My ſonne,. - many goo e hot tho 
ed his a „ My 
e'ps 3 ſuppoſe many ro 5 my nds. 
u haſt well ellaied and pꝛoued them beldꝛe. 
B 3 Foz 


u: * 
2 id; unt none to be thy friends 
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7703 een I haue liued langer in thig.wozd 


eel en bow on a gr 
rsfoe J marue 
17 many friends. And then the ſonne ſeeing . 
miration oz wonder of his Father, demanded of him, 
My Father, I-pzap pon gie me your counſell. how J 
ſhall now aſſap mp friend, And his father ſaid to him, 
go thou and kill a Calte, and put it in a ſack all bloudy 
and beare it to thy firſt friend, and ſay to him, It is a 
man which thou haſt ſlain, and deſire him foꝛ the lone 
which he beareth to thee, that he will keep thy milderds 
ſecretly, and bury it, to the end that thon maiſt be ſa- 
ned:this counſell his ſon followed; to whom his friend 
ſaid, Return again, foz within my houſe thou ſbalt 
not enter, if thou haſt done emll, J will notbeare the 
ty of it. And thus one after another he aſſaied 
all his friends, and one of them ant wered him 


beben ie 


15 


4 „Ine ver law any, but J ent 
ſuch a. one; and the ſan anlwered, 


TI p 
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2ap the that thou wilt rehearſe it to me, to the end 

hat by aduenture J may get ſuch a one. ** the 

ather ſaid vnto his ſon afcer this manner: Au 
| Fl haue heard of two Merchants! 

en each other, the one was of E and 

her ot Baldock, but they had certain knowledge 

.9f other by their letters, which they wꝛote friend⸗ 
| to the other. It ſo befell that the Merchant of 
came into Egypt to cheapen and buy ſome 

is kriend was glad, and went to miert 


—— 

2 dim benignly to his houſe, And al⸗ 
PE e we, TOA 
am Rien e de if lake Wann right birne 


pꝛay 
that 


ly, 


won ſent loꝛ the beſt Phyliti and 


= re im all . — to recouer 
nas (cen and viſi⸗ 
ER arded 1 — — ſatd thut 

but that he was caniſhed Wi 2 
NS heard theſe 1 
kneſfls-: 


— 4 — 
e 
Fav toh 


— 


vnto baldock with 5 whim 
it fotuned.ſo tha: this Per⸗ 
eat pouertw and fo? — ; 
oppoſed iogu andie hires ed 
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cuen about one of the clock he arriued in the cittie, and 

fozaſmuch as he was not well arraied, he was aſha- 
med by day light to go into the houſe of his friend, but 

went and lodged him within the Temple nigh vnto 

his kreinds houſe, It hapned then that on the fame 

night that he lay there, there was a man laine peſoꝛe 
the gate of the fame Temple, wherefo2e the neigh- 
boursz were ſoꝛe tronbled, and the people moued fhere- 
with went into the Temple, where they found no 
body ſaue only the — — the which they toke . and 
demanded ol him whether he had lain the man w 

lap dead befoze the poztall of the Temple. Me then 
ſeeing his milfoztune and ponerty, confeſſed he 

killed the man, foz becauſe of his enill foztune be 
would rather die then line, — he was led be⸗ 
foze a Judge, and was condemned to be hanged, And 
as men ledde him towards the gallowes, his freind 
ſaw him and knew him, and began foz to weep,remem 
Ae benefits that he had done unto him, where- 
foze he went vnto the Juſtice, and ſaid, Py Loꝛd, this 


man did not the murther, fo2 it was my ſelfe that did 
it, and there foꝛe you ſhould do great ſinne, if pon doe 
put this guiltleſſe man to death, And anon he was 
taken to be had to the gallowes. And then the Egip⸗ 
tian (aid, My Lo2d, he did it not, and therefoze euill 


ould: vou dce to put him to death, And as the twa 


fr 
phich had done the murther indeed, came and con- 
there openly the fact, and adꝛeſſed himſetf befo2:e 
the Juſtice, and ſaid, Py Loꝛd, none of them both 
hau the derd, and kherefoꝛe puniſh not theſe in⸗ 
nde foꝛ J alone ought tobeare the paine. Where- 
a Judge greatly marnelled, « fo2 the doubt which 


was great, the Juſtice took them all tee, 


and led ihem befoꝛe the King, And when they had re⸗ 


heax(ed to the King all the manner, after. inqueſt ther⸗ 


\ 
* 


vpon made, and that he knew the truth of it he gra * 


ds would haue ben hanged each fo2 other, he - 
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ce to the murtherer, and ſo all the thce were 
his ed Then the friend bꝛought his friend to his 
houſe . and receined him joyfully, and after gane vnto 
hint both filuer and gold, and the Egiptian returned 
againt tv his houſe. And when the Father had re⸗ 
earth all this, his ſonne ſaid to him, Py Father, A 
know well that he that may get a god friend is 
and with great labour J ſuppoſe J ſhall finde ſa a 
one, 

The ſecond Fable is of the mony delivered to keep, 


Al Sp aniard arrined fometime in the land of Egypt, 
and becauſe that he feared to he robbed pa ng 
hrough the deſart of Arabia, het inhimſelfe 
rn man 0 keep tun l 4 — 1 — A0 kr 

e man, i 
cauſe that he had heard ſome ſap, that within the Citty 
was a true man, he went anon vnto hint, and woke 
to · him vi ſiluer fo2 to keepe it. And when he had done 
— e, he came againe to him, and de manded of 
his ſiluer: and he anſwered him in this manner: 

Þy Reund I know not who thou art, foꝛ I neuer ſaw 
beloꝛe that J ora of, and if thou ſapeſt o2 ſt 

ay wes wo2ds, IJ ſhall make thee to d be well beafen. 
the Spaniard ſorowfull and wzoth, and 
theres made 8 comp[aint to his. neighbours, and 
be nei rs ſaid unto him, certainip we be great- 
i abaſhed-of that ve tell vs, foꝛ he is among vs all 
reputed and Holden foꝛ a good man and a true, and 
therefoze returne aga ine ang hum, and with faire 
woꝛds demand or him that hee may render vnto che 


thy copne againe the w hich üg be did. And the 
old man Acre hi mae ply and — 


iy then he. had d xewith the Dp 

was . DAL departed aut 

the. old mans 2 
the which d ee 5 EIS = 
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was. ſo troubled and heavy. And after he had told her 
e cauſe old woman ſaid bnto hun: Male 
Rb be as thou ſaieſf, I ſhall giue ther 


might be done: © be NING! 
ta me a man of thy conn 


cayſe faire cheſts! to be ma — 
rſt e and by llowes thou ro lhe cauſe. 
them to be boꝛne into his — and to him they ſhall 


nt of Spaine ſentt 
to! 8 1 when the ers Dallbe with 


ſs, thau ſhalt goe againe and demand of him 
did, and as the ſaio 
Whcdthinge.a . Fe] 


o : | ED 0 dnt ts bell 


Id ſite — 1 
as Manie d faithfu t we know, 
-to keep. ſarely, — th 9 
8 Ithe deſert, Alter t 07 


t 
155 that the 
be hat 


ard ncon 
"he cr; and hug phe 
| is gaods monte 


The third Fable ſpeskeim of the ſubtill invention of 
aA ſentence given upon 2 darke and ob- 


ö cure cauſe, 
il t Labourer 
98 
— Tho, a ch meg erm. tobe — 4 


— 


alt recouer thy ſduer. And be er 
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N of 4 if he would ſell his = But he 
it was come to him by inheritance. 
Lou une the aid rich man his neighbour; convterſed 
with him to deceive him: but the t ay: Ap 
F EET 
— c 
he bethongh Er 
5 ze paung man, that he would let him part of his 
Ale, fo2 to actuc and make a celler, which he would 
Mt "> hon faz pearly rent, and the pooꝛe man let it 
un 'Azp ene teller was made, the rich man 
* inta it mm of. Dyle, of the which flue 
| — the other ſtue were but halle 
e 
N on. inde bod {but the the have of the 
ere 0 
a fraud ole to ape well his e 


3056 . knew not the malice and fatthood of 
itteiobbour, wherefeze he nas content tokeep the 
EO — hs Zo e nan and a 
of Him his gans, aud the. pang man gane him the key 


rich man (old to the m s his Syte, and 
n en e bal ep ben the Mes 
iced ths » (hey d. but fiue 1145 
POUR Mön Te! "Ind 


— 


x 444 
come e the 


de; be wane 
5 8 5 


Jud 4— im a dap. And then went = to à Þhi- 


an payed EE EE ie fo htm 
and 


con 5 
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Mut that he tooke none at the rich mans Dple; And 
en the Piloſorher anſwered to him in this manner. 
Ty we, haue no feare, ſoa the truth may not not faite: 
and the next mozrow after, the Philoſorher went with 
the poze man before the indgement 12 and ee 
toſoyher was conſtituted by the fo: to 
iuſt ſentence of it. And after Ax t — ab 
ben well defended, and pleaded of both parties 
Wiloſdjher ſaid , this ſame rich man is of NE 2 
nown, and J ſuppoſe not that he demanded moze then 
he ſhould haue. Alſb J beleeve not that this pooze =_ 
is guilty of the blame which he putteh on | 
angie this = to rat the Dole — of 9 5 = 
e ſentence, 
Tunnes which are full be be mealered; 


w1is, 


by p, tl | 
found within theſe velſels which be but halfe ful, then 
m th bs ſafficien e 


in the other, it (ball bs thereby 
no Dple ha h be taken tof t be 
fond. as nun} Les L Ae kathe of the other, -fhe —_ 


. hell be __ — And of this 
ning aur man was well content, 2 
i en ab er —— 
en be nr ad die e 
e 
— no ſino; miſherde done, but that once mee if th 
be manifeſted, 


Fable. iv. of the bum gire ypog __ 
money which was mouth 5 g 1 

Am wle man ſame lime ſuent by ity] aud alte 
walked from one fide to and nk a 4 12 


the 
6 2 
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fell from him, wherein were a thouſand crownes, the 
which a pooze man found, and took them to his wite 
to keep, vhereof ſhe was full glad, and ſaid, 1 
be God fo? all his goodneſſe which he ſendeth to vs; if 
he.fend now the great ſumme, keep it well. And vpon 
mozrow after, the rich man made to be cried 
! 2 28 Go oa — 
— s in a re ſtoꝛe 
that e foul haue fo2 porch — ꝛed 


ann 
eb, ntinent to his wite, and ſai and 17 to ber, My 1 
that which — 24 — muſt be again, foz 
it is farre better to haue a . S without 
ſinne, then a th a thonſand wꝛongfully; and though that the 


woman 
content, e 67 — Pipe Poe of 
crownes to the rich man, ** demanded of 
bm 1 but the rich man full ol 
id to the pooze man, thou rendꝛeſt not to me all 
90 po the poore didſt find; fo2 of tt J lack fonre hun⸗ 
dꝛed xy of gold; and when thou ſhalt bꝛing me a⸗ 
ine the ſa id foure hund:ed peces of gold, .thon 
alt haue of — hundꝛed crownes which J pꝛo⸗ 
miſed thee, The pooꝛe man anſwered, J bꝛought 
ther all that J haue found: wherefoꝛe they fell into 
cat ſtrife, inſomuch that the canſe was bought be- 
2e the King to be decided. 2 um cal- 
aue a great Philoſopher,. which wa 
le. And w Dy cane was we 
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and on the other part, men muſt belcrve that this 
— 4 edn Feb eſt nd reve man: er 
fore — is my den he den ſir Sing an — be 
rrownes a gine a ? 
which found. ons and oor 


tre r 

== thou wilt take pitty an 

jel] nee and yatue.and al e ie of the ich 
man was Ehe. 


Tu —_— of the faith of three fellowes. | 
t it hapneth, that the D to 
O „ commeth vnto him which 


it be Burgeſs 7 11 — of the würd ame 
the third a Laborrer-the which 
the holy Sepul- 
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derfull, but J ſuppoſe 
thine is : foꝛ I dꝛeamed that two 2 dꝛew 4x 


* hem bo not 3 
4 to them. by my fai 
hadled one of pou _y 
bell. Wheretvze : I in 
haue come againe,and 
and becauſe J was hun 
the Ouen and eate it. T is oft it 
e eth to beguile mother, 


The vi. Fable i is of the Labourer and the | 


We 


52 fong 15 


the the Highingal. and fo; the. reat — and joy 
eof he ſought; and at the laſt found 
dee to take the a pity to the that be 
might haue great ioy and pleature of her afterwa 
be was taken ſhe demanded of the La 
'taken fo gredt, pain to 
thou 5 5 have no 


FOE: Pot wy ell 4 I ſhall eat thee. n then 

ſaid, Al thou put me within a pat fo: to 
2 little meat ſhalt thou haue of my body: and 
if thou ſetteſt me to be roſted, ſhall be leffe; and 
therefoze bopled noꝛ roſted, thou ſhalt not · fill thy belly 
of me; but it᷑ thou let me flie J ſhall do ther great god: 
— the 5125 923 will fench® te, which thou ſhalt loue 

& fat Kine. Then the Laboarer let the 
flie- And when ſhe was ont of his hands 
e was vpon the tree, ſhe ſaid to the Labon- 
fre J haue pꝛomiſed thee that J ſhall teach 
the her things, whereof the firlt is this, that thou 
bel ons nothing which is impoſſible : the ſecond is, 
keep well that that is 'hine and the third is, 
take no ſoꝛrow foꝛ the thing loſt, which may 
— reconered. And ſoon afcer the Nightingale be⸗ 
gan to ſing, and in her ſong ſaid thus: Bleſſed be God 
which hath delivered me out of the hands of this vil⸗ 
_ 32 churle, which hath not known, ſeen, no2 touch · 


the precious Diamond which J haue within my 
belle; if he had found ihe had been right rich, and 
from his hens — then e La⸗ 
eee 

0 


py thar bang int 8 fair a treaſure, And the 


1 — —.— after ſaid Ja 185 
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ingale ſaid to the Labourer, Pow know J well that 
1508 ban art . _ fo2 omen takeſt ſozrow foz that whereof 

th haue none: and ſoon thou haſt foꝛgot⸗ 
tenm —_— betauſe thou werneſt that withi 
bey jould be a pꝛecious ſtone, moꝛe of weig 
J am. and J told and tan and w other, tothe, thon ſhouldeſt ne- 
er bclezue that le, and if 
one were thine, ! 15 haſt thou loft 5 and il thon haſt 
loſt it and maieſt not recouer it, why takeſt thou ſo2- 
row fo2 it: And therfoze it is folly to chaſtiſe oꝛ to teach 
a foole,that will neuer belæue the learning and doctrin 
which is ginen to him, 


Fable vii, of the Rethoritian and he 
crooke. backed, 

Philoſopher ſaid once vnto his ſonne, that —— 
A he were fallen by ney inlo —— dammage 
perrill, as ſoon as he might he ouddejuer him him ont 
ok it, to the end that 1 he ſhould be no moꝛe 
vered therewith, as oy eareth by this Fable, of a 
certaine Nethoꝛitian, which once demanded of a King, 
that of all them which — d enter into the City, ha- 
uing ſome kind of fanlt in their bodies, as crooked oz 
counterfeited, he might hane of them at the entry of 
the gate a penny, The which requeſt the King grant- 
ed, and. made his letters to be aled and wꝛitten — 
der his ſignet, and he kept them ſtill at the gate, and 
of euery one that was lame, ſcabbed, oꝛ had any defoꝛ⸗ 
mity on their bodies, he tok a penny. It happned on a 
dap, that among the reft a croo N. and —— 
man would haue entred withi , withont 
any — did put vpon hi ene ma — 
r 

, he per 3 go eyed, an 

ad vn bm: to peng, ben And the go gyle eyed 


whereloꝛe he took ont hint 
ts: 42 — he ſaw wie he was oh from 2 
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e ſaid vnto him, thou wouldeſt not befoꝛe pap me a 
—— but now thou ſhal: pay me twain, And as they 
ffrined together, his Hat fell off his head and the Poz- 
for which law his ſcabbe head, ſaid vnto him, now 
ſhalt thou pay th2e pence vnto me. And then the Poꝛ⸗ 
ter pet againe ſet his hands vpon him, and felt that his 
body was all ſcabbed, — op were thus wꝛeſt⸗ 
ling together, the croke-backed fell to the ground, and 
hurt himſelfe ſo2e vpon the leg. And then the Pozter 
ſaid vnto him, theu ſhalt pay me fine pence, fo; thy 
body is all tounterkeited. e thou ſhalt leane 
thy mantle, and if thou hadſt paid a penny at the firff, 
thou haddeſt gone on thy way fr& and quit, without 
any further moleſtation. Therfoze he is wife that pat⸗ 
eth hat he oweth, to the end that thereot come not to 
him greater damage, 


The ſeyenth Fable maketh mention of a Diſci- 

| ple and a Sheepe, - 
1 Here was ſometime a Diſeiple which tok hi plows 
ſure torehearſe and tell many Fables, The Dif- 
eiple pꝛaved his maſter to tell him a long Fable : the 
ſter anſwered, beware it happen not vnto vs as if 
appeareth 25 pꝛeſent fable, ofa Bing, and of his 
Fabnlatoz. nd the Dil te ſaid to his Paſt 525 — 
& tell me how it befell. And the Maſfer ſatd vnto 
s Diſciple ; There was ſometime a King that had a 
Fabulatoz, which rehearſed vita him ofttimes when 
he would llerp, fue Fables tore foyce oꝛ make the king 

merry, and o make him fall afleep, But it befell v 

on a day, that the King being heauy and ſad, conly 
no wiſe fall aflep. And after the ſaid latoꝛ had 
rehearſed his fine Fables, the Kind deſired to heart 
mee. And then the ſatd | 60> 7 rehearfed mo 
— thre ſho Fables. And then the King ſaid vnto 
that he would heare one moꝛe „and then 
tall J fleep. And the Fabulatoz then rehearſed ons 
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hun luch a table as here ſhall be ſhewed, yg 
— .b a market oꝛ faire to me be 
bt e 


a thouſand 
e 
theleſſe he went ſo and fcoon 


b: 
te Page of the ſaid riyer, that af t lat he found 
Wap, vpon the which might paſſe (cant th me 


hep once, and thus he paſſed, aud 

22 * another; 2 hithetto he A... of this 
Fabulatoz fell aſleep : and non after the 
* the Fabulato:, and an vnto himin this 
manner; I p:ap thee that thou wilt make an end 
thy able which thou haſt begunne to tell me: and 
Fabulatoz anſwered. him in this manner, Dir, th 
riuer is great, and the ſhcep are little, yay 
the Perchant dꝛiue auer his Sheep, and after A ſhall 
— 415 692 Fable, And then was theK 
ad therefaze be thon content. that 
= l arſed vnto thee. fo2 there be folke ſa 
uk ob ſpeech; that they tannot be content with few 
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“Fable nine, of che Wolle, che Toxe, and 
the Cheeſe. 


T Here was — a Labonrer could 
rule his Oren, r their feet 
werfen the Labourer ſaid Sony Sadr 
t the wolle may denonre pou all. The h wo2ds 
1 heard, a en in him ner neere, ad 
them. And i oren.n 1 — was 
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 Ulolfe, J pꝛomiſed ther naught at all, 
ihe re 


nd as they had ſogreat 


to thee a great Cheeſe, and let him go home with his 
Dren, and the Wolfe was welt content. And 
the For ſaid vnto the Wolfe, Come thou with me, 

and J ſhalllead thee where the Cheeſe is: and then he 

led him too and fro, here and there, vntill ach time that 
the moone did ſhine full bzightly, ,andiwhen they came 
to a Well, the Fox leapt vpon it, and ſhewed vnto 
the Molle the haddow of the Poon, which reluced in 
the Well, and ſaid to him, Look now how 
that Cheeſe is faire, great and bzoad : haſt the there⸗ 
foze and go downe and take the faire Cheeſe. T 
the Wolfe ſald to the For, Thou muſt be the firſt of 
both that ſball go down, and if thou maieſt not bzin 
it vp with thee becauſe of the greatneſſe, J then ſhal 
come to help thee ; and the Fox was content becauſe 
there was a couple of buckets, of the which one went 
downe, and the other came vp: and the For entred in⸗ 
to one of the buckets and defcended into the Mell, and 
being downe, he called vnto the Wolfe, ſaying ; Goſ- 
ſip come hither and help, fo2 the Cheeſe is ſb big that J 
canno: bear it. Then the Wolfe being afraid that the 
for would eat the Cheeſe, entred haſtily into the _ 
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burket, and as faſf as the Wolfe went downe, the 
for came 1 and when the Wolfe perceiued the for 
comming, he ſaid vnto him: y goſsip ve go hence: 
Thou ſafeſt true, ſaid the for, fo2 thus it is with the 
Tuns the tor through his lab:lly departed alp ef th 
x though his ſubtilty departed,and left t 
Wolfe in the Well: ſo loſt the Wolfe both the Oren 
and the Cheeſe. It is not good therefoze to leaue that 
is certaine, fo: that which is vncertain, foꝛ man 
be in like ſozt deceined: by the falſhood and deceft 


The tenth fable is of the husband, the mother, 
and the wife. 


Ir that married a young wo⸗ 
man which had her mother yet aline. Jt hapned 
that this Perrhant went once into a far Countrep fox 
to buy ſome ware: and as he was going, he tooke his 
wife vnto his mother, to kep and rule her honeſtly till 
he came againe. Bis wife then by the conſent of her 
mother. enamoured her ſclfe on a faire young man, 
which gaue her mony to buy good chære. And as they 
made merry the husband came again from the 
faire, and knockt at the dane, whereat they were a- 
baſhed, Then ſaid the Mother vnto them, feare not, 
but do as J {ball tell poy, and care not: then ſaid ſhe 
tothe young man, take this ſwoꝛd and go to the gate, 
and beware pou ſap no woꝛd to him, but let me alone: 
and as the husband would haue entred into tbe houle, 
ſeing the young man holding a naked ſwozd, he was 
greatly afraid : and then the mother ſaid to him; Mp 
thou art welcome, be not afraid of this man, foꝛ 
thꝛeꝛ ran after him fo: to haue flain him, and by chance 
be found the dooze open, and this is the cauſe why he 
came hither to ſane his life. Then the husband ſaid to 
them, Pe haue dane well, an I con ye great thanks. 
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Fable x1, of 2 an harlot or bade. 
7 2 was ſometime a Gentleman which had a 
= wite, and 22 ; this PT 
would haue gone arumage ome, and 
wife at home, > becauſe that he w her fo2 a good and 
: It hapned on a dap as ide won into 
the towne, that a faire pouug man was enamaured on 
aud tooke on him hardineſle, and required her of 
one, and pzomiled her a very many — But 
he was gr. ay havrachr oe on conſen thre 
young man almoſt died fo2 ſoꝛrow, t 
the —_ fellow teme an — woman foro; to 
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that be took — w 
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my faire mauhter, 
thei wozds, tbe beganne to — tt 
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no good will J tell thee the cauſe why mp cat wee- 

: and the young woman aid, Py good mother, 
p2ay pou that vou will tell i.e the cauſe wherefo:e 
r Cat weepeth. And the old woman ſaid to her, 
»freind, J will, if thou wilt ſweare that thou ſhalt 
rehearſe it to any body. To the which pꝛomiſe 
d and true young Woman acco2ded her ſelfe 
that it had been all gaod, and ſaid, J will, 
the old Woman faid to her in this manner, 


fo 
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, the ſame Cat which thou ſerſt vonder, was 
, which was wonderfull faire, gracias, 
WhcI& young man loved much, andbe- 

refuſed him, he died f92 lone ; whercf1e the 
pitty on him, haue turned mp daughter 

his Cat. And the young woman ſunpaſing that 
old mother had ſaid truth, ſaid toher in this man- 
Alas my faire mother, wol not what — do, 
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theleſſe, J ſhall do chat that thou ſhalt councell me, 
And the old woman ſaid ta her, EI haue pitty 
on him ſo ſoone as thou maieft, leſt it bet᷑ ill to thee as 
it did to my daughter. The young woman then anſwe- 
red to her. and ſaid, Jf he require me any moze, J ſhal 
accoꝛd with him, and if he regure me no moꝛe, vet 

wl J pteferre my ſeife to him and ta the end J offend 
not the gods, J ſhall acrampliſh it as ſaone as J map; 
The old woman then tooke her leane of her, and went 
to the young man, and rehearſed to him all theſe ty- 
dings, whereof his heart was toyfull, and anon he 
went to the poung woman, and with her 'falfilled his 
deſire. Thus we map fee, what enils may be done 
by bandes; Whereto:e J would to God they were all 
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The xii. Fable is of a blind man and his Wife. 

4 Mere was ſometime a blind man which had a 
faire wite, of whom he was iealous, therefo2c 
he kept her ſo that ſhe might go no where; fo? 
euer he held her by the hand. Jn the end ſhe was ena⸗ 
moured of a young yquth, but they could not find the 
meanes to fulfill their will: notwithſtanding the wo⸗ 
man which was ſubtile and ingenious, counlelled her 
friend that he ſhould come to her houſe, and that he 
ſhould enter into the garden and climbe vp into a tree: 
he did as ſhe bade him, and hauing made their enter- 
pꝛile, the Moman came againe into her houſe and 
ſaid vnto her husband, Py friend, IJ beſ&ch you that 
will go into the garden foz to diſpoꝛt vs a while 
there. And the blind man was content, and ſaid to 
is wife, Mell my friend, J am content, let vs goe 
ther: and as they were vnder the Peartree, ſbe ſaid 

to her Husband, My friend, A pꝛay thee let me go vp 
into the tree, and J will gather foz vs both ſome faire 
Peares. Well mp friend ſaid the blind man, do ſo: 
and when ſhe was vpon the tre, ſhe beganne to ſhake 
the Peare tree at one ſide, and the voung man -at the 
other ſide : and when the blind man heard the Peare 
tre ſhake thus hard, and the noiſe they made, he ſai, 
Ah ill Woman, albeit I ſe th& not, Neuertheleſſe J 
fele and vnderſtand the, but J heartily beſ&ch the 
Fane hore nee eigen 
had made his pzayer, Iupiter reſtozed to him his ſight. 
When he ſaw that pageant upon the tre; he ſaid to 
her, Ah bnhappy Woman, J ſhall neuer haue ioy 
with thee. fo2 that the young woman was ready 
in h. and very ſubtile withall, ſhe 4 pꝛe⸗ 
fentlp in this manner, My friend, thou art beholding 
to me _foz thun ſight . foz 4 neuer ceaſed day noꝛ night 
to pꝛay unte the gods, that they would render vnto the 
thy ſight, efoze the goddelle Venus viſibly ſhew- 
ed herſelfe to me, and ſaid, That if J would do ſome 
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pleaſure to this ſaid young man ſhe would reſtoꝛe to 

ther thy ſight, and thus am A the cauſe of it. Then 

the good man ſaid to her, Py right deare wife and 
ood friend, I cry thee mercy, and thanke ther greatly, 

— thou halt done right to me, and J great wꝛong to 
hee. 


Fable x1it, of the Taylor, the Steward, 
and his ſervants, ; 
IM An onght not to do vntoothers, that which he 
would not haue done vnto himſelfe, as it appear- 
eth by this pꝛeſent fable, of a Steward which had a 
Taplo?, which was a good wozkeman, as any was 
in thoſe dayes , which Taploꝛ had many ſcruants, 
whereof one was called Medius, that ſurmounted all 
the other in ſhaping oꝛ ſowing ; wherefoze the Stew⸗ 
ard commanded his ſeruants, that the ſaid Taylog 
ſhould alwaies fare well when they 4 at his houſe, 
and eate and dzinke of the beſt, It happened on a 
day that the Steward gaue vnto them very delicious 
meate, in which was ſome hony, and becauſe that 
Medius was not there, the Steward ſaid vnto the 
reſt, that they ſhould keep ſome of that meat foꝛ him. 
Then the aſter Taploꝛ anſwered, Me muſt haue 
none, fo2 if he were here, he would not eat of it, foz 
he did neuer loue hony, And as they had done, Me- 
dius came, and demanded of his fellowes, Why kept 
ye no part of this meat foꝛ me? Then the Steward 
anſwcred, Becauſe that thy Maſter ſaid, Thou neuer 
didſt cat any hony, and therefoze no part of the meate 
— 4 4— And vedms anſwered him neuer a 
wo2d, but beganne to thinke bow he might quite his 
Waſter. Upon a day as Medius alone, the 
ard demanded of him, if he knew no man that conld 
wozke ſo well as his Maſter - And — DOD. 


and it was great pitty of a ſickneſſe that he 
Then the ſteward vemanded whatſekeny let was: 
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and Medius anſwered, My Lo2d, when he is entred in 
popes workin re cor vpon him 
A rage. And how ſhall J Kndw if, ſaid the Sfeward - 
Certainly, my Lord, ſaid Medius, heal ys tha ſee 
that he ſhall ſit at his wozk, and that he ſhall look here 
and there, and ſhall ſmite vpon the board with his fift, 
then may ye know that his ſickneſſe commeth vpon 
him; And then, without pe take him and binde him, 
and alſo beate him well, he ſhall do great harme and 
damage. And the Steward ſaid to him, care not ther- 
foze, mpfreind, fo2 well J ſhall beware of him. And 
12 ſtelvard came to ſe the Tayloꝛs. 

| Medius, which knew well the cauſe of his 
, fooke away fecretly his maſters heres, 
them, and anon his Pafter beganne to looke 

fo: them, and ſearched all about here and here, and 
ſmote with his fiſt vpon the bod. And then the ma- 
fer Steward began to look on his manners, and ſud- 
dainty made him to be taken and holden by his ſor⸗ 
uants, and after made him to be bound wel and beaten. 
Chen was the Bafter Tayloꝛ all abaſhed aid deman⸗ 
ded of him, Py Lo2d, Wherefoze do pou beat me ſo 
cruelly » What offence haue J done, that J muſk be 
bound and thus beaten » And then the Ste ward ſaid 
to him in this manner, becauſe Medius told me that 
thou art frantick, and if thou be not well bound and 
beaten, 1 . eat harme, And the maſter 
came to Medius, awd rigoꝛouſiy ſaid ynto 
him, Ma thou bad boy, full of euill wozds, when ſaw- 
thou me mad And his ſeruant pꝛoudly anſwered 

im, Pp Paſter, When diddeſt thou ſee that J eat no 
7. Therefore J thiew to ther one bone fo! ano- 


and all hrs ſernants 
well done. Where- 


ay - -* Mereendthe Fables of Alfonce, N 5 


B 3-3-3-1-3-83*)-E--#-3-S Ro; 


The Fables of Poge; 169 


— 


7 _— — * . — 
* 1 


Here followeth the Fables of Pogethe 


Florentine. 


he firſt Fable, is of the ſubtilty of a woman for to 
1 deceive her Husband. 
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der no thankes to God foꝛ this, koꝛ he hath taken too 

— — e 
meddle any moꝛe therewith, 

long de tome, and not to him. 22 


The ſecond Fable is of the Woman, and 
the hypocrite. 


enerati birth of the hypocrite is damna⸗ 
T bes Rn areth bh this fable, which 


and nog As it 
he — vs good fel! orig — che _ 
a 0 
theta Fo ſaid, Theto f: 1 danch n b 
e (atd, 0 
— 2 — For ho howbeit that i 


Fun metime ablity e — 
nr hs eee t he ha * 
man lye at point of death, then ſane his life a 


i 97 hall hae by the Fai following, the which 
as Ve , 
ſaith : that ſometime the cuſtome of all the pooze was» 
that they went beloꝛe folkes dooꝛes without ſaying any 
woꝛd. It hapned at that time that a pooze man, honeſt 
and of good life, went to get his liuing from one dw2e 
to another: — — he went and 
{et himſelfe upon agreat ſtone befo:c the dooꝛe of a 
Widdow, which — was accuſtomed ener to 
een r. de angket yom dae. 
was a 002e, zought to poꝛ 
He was accuſtomed ; and as the meat, 
He looked on him, and ſeeing him lo 12 and well 
made of body, ſhe then filled with carnall 


, t he would returne thither withi 
Hier dyes ——— to him tins te woold ine 
1 he would: Au 1 
W befoze the dooze of Ab rÞ 
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and the Woman well knew when he ſhould come, 
wherefoze ſhe came to the gate and ſaid, Come 
man, fo2 we ſhall dinne together: whereto the pe 


man aſſented, and entred into the houſe, 


My i 
Weed ere to 00 lo great mend, J take Gad fo mp he. 
neſſe that than art canſer ofit : fo2 J am not conſent⸗ 
— the ded: but ſaping theſe woꝛds, he pœlded to 


Fable iii. of the young woman which accuſed, 
her husband of defeR, | 


P Oze the Florentine ſaith, that ſometime there mag 
aman named Nerus Depacis, 


lozentines t 
— — 2 ich he married 
nn 
, the ne 
leade her into his Caſtle, alittle wa 
city of Flozence. And wifhin few dayes 
young man b2onght his wife againe 
ence, vnto the honſe of her father Nerus: 
feaft, as it was accuſtomed to do all t 
— —— — * fathers houie 
Irriev co m 8 honte, 
the mads not oner good cheere, but —_ 
| d £ 
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member out 
fafficient, and k hi Come 


. 


women deſirin 
ſtrument. And An bn the frtends and 
of Nerus daughter, went to her a 


ber and 
to f 
e 
nander laying To whom ſhe 


and 
WL 


as = 92 
benny 


e 


The fourth Fable is of Hunting and 


Hawking, 
Oge a Florenttne rehearſeth vnto vs. h 
P gs was u efowiby were —— of t 4 — 
ente at them which gouern the Doggs and Hawks; 
Whereof a Miſlanois named Paulus 
to lavgh, 


and — of Poge that he would rehearſe 
of the lad Hawkes, and fv2 lone of fhe fell 
he laid in this manner. Sometime there was a 
cian which was a illanois, This Phyſician healed 
faoies of all manner of folly, and in what a 
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ed them J-ſþall tell you. This Leech had within 
e a great garden. and in the midſt ofit was a 


,and as he looked all about he ſaw a fair yon 
T- hozſebacke, that bare a Sparhawke on his 
and had with him a couple of fair Spaniels; vwhecr- 
the foole was all abaſhed, and becauſe of nouelty, 
called to the ſaid young man, 1 My kriend, 

p thee thou wilt tell me what that is thou art vpon. 
the young man ſaid, it is a hoꝛſe, which doth pꝛo⸗ 
ſe and beare me where J pleaſe. Then he 
That is that thon beareſt on thy fiſt, and 

o is it good: and the young man anſwered 
him, Jt is a Sparhawke which is good to take Patri- 
ches and Nuailes. Yet againe the foole demanded of 
My friend, what are thoſe that do follow thee and 
are they good. ⸗ Then the poung man an- 
ſwered him, they be Dogs, and are good to ſearch and 
find Patriches and Nuailes, and they haue rai⸗ 
ſed them. my Sparhawke takes them,wherof pꝛoceed⸗ 
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ao ane rat joy and pleaſure. And the fools de⸗ 

8 — wage ſhall all that they take in 

the men pere bing ther And ——— ſaid 
Ley — fone 02 oꝛ fine crownes;02 thereabonts; Tchat 

tale » | And how much ſhall they diſ⸗ 

-pendathes Aycar ? And the voung man anſwered; 

Ifmty ozifrycrownes. And when the tele heard thek 

1 wozds, hefaid again to the young man, O my friend; 

the that ſoone thun wilt depart from hente; f62 

? come he thallput thee into the ſame pit 

au art d fale: A mas put in vpto thethighs, 

t he will ſurely put thee therein vp to the chinne: foꝛ 

— the greateſt folly that ener 3 heard 


en de. 

And therefwe the ſtudy of hunting and. hawwking i is a 
4210 cure, and none 6ught to do tt without he were 
gry rich, and a man phod, and pet it ought not 
bs done often; but ſonietniofv; to take dilpozt, 'aud 
d;we awaymelancholy; ?: 

I The 1 Fable is no che recitation of ſors 


(| 5 ä Monſters. 
3-Ogc of Floxece reciteth — in his time one na- 
med Hugh, Prince of the Medices, [aw # Tat tha 
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marncl if be hathioel deſerued-tobe buried oneſtl 


and wo2lhiptully among men: he was all filled. 
danse t ect in his lile, as in the article of his 


death. And then the Biſhop ſaiv, Bow may that be: 
Rehcarſe to me.then the whole manner of bis life, 
Then the Pueſt ſaid, Certainly. right renerent Fa- 
ther, you ought right well to know, be was at 
the article of Death, he made his teſtament, and the 
dogge knowing vour nerd and indigence, bequeathed 
porr a hiind2ed crownes of Gold: the which J bing 
now vnto pou. And the Biſhop fo2 lone of the moniep 
aſſopled the pꝛieſt and alſo allowed the ſame fepulture. 
And therefo2e filter; cauſeth all things to be granted 


02 done. 
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by the great counſell of Beaſts; that none be fo hardy, 
to vere oꝛ let in any wiſe none ather beit neuer fo lit⸗ 
tle a beaſt; fo: the ubich good tydings. J pꝛay thee that 
thou wilt come downe, to the end that we may ſing 
Te Deum laudamus . foz top. But the Cocke knowing 
well the fal ſeneſſe of the For, replied in this manner: 
Certiimely my brother and good friend, thou haſh 
vnto me good tydings, whereof moꝛe 

then a hundꝛed times I thanke thee : and ſaving theſe 
woꝛds. the Cocke lift up lis neck and lockt farre from 
— the Fox ſatd, What Gotsip,. whe 

keſt thou - And the Cocke ſaid, Certainely my 
Bother; J ſee a couple of Dogges comming hither 
with open mouth, which as J ſuppaſe come fo ta 
hing vs the tydings thou haſt told vs: And then the 
Fore ſhooke foꝛ feare of the Dogges, and ſaid to the 
Cvcke; God be with vou my friend, it is time that 
depart hence befoze the Dogges come nearer ; and ſay» 
ing theſe woꝛds. he ran away as faſt as he might; and 
then the Cocke cried alter him, ſaping; goſsip, why 
runneſt thou thus ik the peace be accozded, thou 
oughtelſt to doubt nothing. Ma golsip, ſaid the Fox 
J doubt that theſe two D ogges haue not heard of 
decree of the peate. And thus when a beguiler is be- 
guiled, he receineth the ſalary oꝛ payment indichle 
— — whercfo:e let euery man keep himſe 


P — rehcarſeth that there were two Women in 
Name Which he knew of diners age and fozm.vhich 
came to the Curtiſan foꝛ to get ſomewhat foꝛ their bo- 
dies, whom he receined, and it happened that he knew 
the faireſtof them both twice, and the other once, and 
ſo departed. Afcerward when they ſhonld depart 'he 
ps of cloth, not telling how much each 
ol them e fo: their part: and inparting ot 
women a ſtrite 


e ſaid cloth, between a 
the laid cloth, there fell nl * — 
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out an orr habilements ol war, and the trench 
2 appointed into the And tl 
they me 7 * — ſaid, Wherefoze i is it 


day and make batiaile. 15es- 
cauſe, a wo K. at thine armes be. mine. = 
— d to me befoꝛe thou hadſt them. Thenth -4 
non ©dto-makeanpbattaile 
. Bead Ca. alen ee ro, 
is 0 
was abaſbed * 


Aug that there unge Phyſitien deli 
e = 
ale a certain ne tha. bob ted yn nt: 


and when.t ug und! Ran f AJ UL , 

| * m en ee 

be was not knob letting them 2 that he 
a cunnin ſitian, and could gine Medicines 

pts all kinde of diſeaſes, and miniſtred alwayes his 


Sto man that came to him foꝛ remedy, It 

d ſo, that a pooze man of that place where her 

was, came « him, and complained, how he had loſt 

Aſſe, and payed! him to gine him a Pedicin to find 

is Ale againe Seen hag the pilles, and 

e him to — 4 takothem; and he ſbould finde 

his Alle. And the pooze man did ſo, and after went in⸗ 
to the fields and paſtures to looke after his Aſſe, and 

in ſo doing, the pils w2ought ſo in his belly, that hee 

muſt needs de hong him, and went among the reds, 

— — — Alle ; 

V ranne into the towne 
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- cunning man aſbeit he could do nothing but make pils; 
And thus many flies are oftimes taken foz wiſe pls. 
cunning;fo2 he was reputed not only to heale all kinde 
of ſickneſſes, but alſo fo giue medicines to find aw. 
after they were loſt. 


T Pere was in a tertzine toſpne a untipdowerithat 
Tau n dow, to haue her to his * and at 
the laſt they were agreed and ſure together. And ichen 
ayoung woman being ſeruant with the ſaid Widdow 
card of, ſhe came to her miſtreſſe and ſaid to her, 
e 
v, fat 
laid ſo oſt, and knew ſo muc — 


N 
and J am ſoꝛry thereof 
a, * | the! like caſe. To whom 
DJ re vol ere laid: Certainly 
RD | delire to dpe, fo: here is nothing but 
| fozrow and eare in this woꝛld. 
ö 8 This was a carteous 
5 excuſe of the 45 
D . Middow. 33 
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The Table of the life and pleaſant Fa- 


bles of ES 0 P, and ſo forth of ALAN, 
-.. eAlfonce and Poge the Florentine. 


H Ow Eſop excuſed him before his Lord for, cat- 
ing of the Figges. Fol. 1. 
How the Goddeſſe of Hoſpitalitic gave ſperch of 
tongue to Eſep, and how he was fold, : 2. 

How Eſep deceived his fellows by taking the Nw” 
burden, which ſeemed to them the heavieſt. 6. 

Of the ſecond ſale of Eſop. 7. 

How Exantus brought Flop home to his wife, 10. 

How E xantus brought E — into a Garden. 12. 

How: Eſep did beare the preſent home to his Mi- 
ſtreſſe. 13. 

How Eſep made his Lady comme home againe. 15. 

How Exantus ſent Eſop to the market to buy of the 
' beſt meat that he could get, and how he _— 
nothing but tongues. 

How Eſop found one that cared for nothing, — 
brought him home to his Maſter. — 8. 

How Eſop anſwered his Maſter. 

How Exantus promiſed to drink all the water in the 


Sea. | 217 
How Eantus excuſed himſelfe tom his promiſe by 
the counſell of Eſop. | 22, 
How Exantus found cauſe to beate Eſop, 23. 


How Exantus found his wife all uncovered. 24. 
How Eſop found a treaſure, and how Exantus ctu- 


{ef 


The Table, 


achim todo put iry priſon. | Fel. 26 
How Eſp was delivered out of priſon, and how 
Ae promiſecunto him both liberty and free» 


dome. 27. 
How Eſey was reſtored to his liberty by the 27 1 
his Maſter Exantus. 
How E/op reeited a: Fable to the Samians of — 
Wolves that ſent their Ambaſſadours unto: the 
: Sheopo 32. 
How Eſep obeyed: not tho Samians, but went unto 
the King of Lindy. = 
How Eſa returned to Samie againe 
How the King commanded that Eſop ſheuld bo — 
to death and how he wW as fa ved. 34. 
Hew E/opwas brought before the King, and bo 
tbe King commanded that he ould be bo put in his 


fut eſtate and dignitie. 36. 
How Esurtbe ſon of Eſop:departed from his Father, 
ambkilied himielſe. 38. 


How Hſenmadoſolutiom to the King of Ægipt, up- 
. ena queſtion which he ſent to the King of Baby- 
lon Lycurius. 39» 
her Eſep returning into Babylon, tho King cauſed 
an Image of Gold to be ſet up in Er 4 


How Efep Was "DAL; and how he PT 
. the Delphines, the Fable of the Ratte and = 


: Fregge. 
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Haw Eſey ended aad died miſerably 
How the Delphina ſicrifice to their go 

e to pleaſe =D death of . 
| wb. 
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1 The Tall. 
"The Table of ds ff books of Eſops 


Fables. 

E the Cocke and the precious tone, Pol. end. 

Of the Wolfe and the Lambe, 47. 
Ofvhe Rat and tho'Frogge. cod, 
Of the Dogge and the Sheepe. cod. 
Of the Dogge and the peece of fleſh, 48. 
Of the Crow, the Goate, and the Shecpe. cod. 
Of the Cheeſe and the Sunne. 49. 
Of the Wolfe and the Crane. = 
Ofthe two Bitches that lodged one another. 
Of the Man and the Serpent. pM 24 
Ofthe Lion and the Aſſe. Ft. 
Of the two Rats. cod. 
Of the Eagle and the Fox. 53 
Of the Eagle and the Raven, 
Of the Raven and Fox. 53. 


of the Lion, the wilde Boare, the Bull and the Aſſe. 


Of the Aſſeand the youn e. 
Ot the Lion and the — * 
Of the young Kite and his mother. 
2 Swallow and other birds. 
9 The Table of the __ booke, 
*Irſt the Prologſe 
Of the _ and Tupeter 
Ofthe Doves, the Kite, and the TY 
Of the theete and the dogges: 
Of the Wolfe and the Sow, 
Ofethe Mountaine that ſhooke, 


The Table, 


Of the Wolfe and the Lambe. 
Of the old Dogge and his Maſter, 
Of the Harcs and the Frogges. 
Otrhe Wolfe and the Kid. 
Ot the poore man and the Serpent. 
Ol the Hart, the Sheepe and the Wolfe. 
Of the bald man and the Fly. 
Ofthe Fox and the Storke. 
Of che Wolfe and the dead mans head. 
Olf the Iay and the Peacoke. 
Of the Mule and the Fly. 
Oſthe Ant and the Fly. 
Ofthe Wolfe, the Fox and the Ape. 
Ofthe Man and the Weſill. 
Oi the Oxe and the Frog. 

” The Table of the third Booke, 

O E the Lion and the Shepheard. 
&:# Ofthe Lion and the Horſe. 
Of the Rſſe and the Horſe. 
Of the Beaſts and the Birds. 
Ofthe Nightingale and the Sparkawke, 
Ot the Wolfe and the Fox. 
Of the Hart and the Hunter. 


Fol.cod- 
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61 
cod» 
62 
eod · 
63. 
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So 65, 
cod. 
66. 


67. 


cod, 
68. 


69. 
70. 
7. 
cod, 
72. 


Ofthe Goddeſſe luno, Venus, and other women. 73. 
cod, 


Of the Knight and the widdow. 

Of young man and a common karlot, 
he Father and the evill ſonne. 

Oi the Serpent and the File. 

Ofxhc Wolfe and the ſheepe. 

Hebe Man and the wood. 

O the Wolfe and the Dogge. 


of th hands, the feet and the mans belly. Fol. cod. 
Of the Ape and the Fox. - - | ("TS | 
Ofthe — and the n 


Of the Hart and the Oxc. 
Ol the Fallace, the Lion and his oonverſition. a $3. 


The Table of the fourth Bool. i fo 10 
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12 83, 
Of the Weſil and the Rats. - 66d. 
 Ofthe Wolte, the Shepherd, and the Hunter. 
Ol Juno the Goddeſle, the — the Night 
ingale. 
Of = Panther and the Villaines. 
Of the Butcher andthe Weathers. 
Ot the Falconer and the Birds. 3..... {..-- 
| Ofthe True man, the Lyar, and the Ape. 
Of the Horſe, the Hunter, and the Hart. . by 
Of the Aſſe and the Lyon. 2d bn 
Of the Hawke, and of other Bid * 
Of the Fox and the Lion. ii 
Of the Aſſe and the Wolſe. pu ww; 4 
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of the Dragon and the Lie 
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Of the Buſh nd the Auber tree. 


z aus mii. 49 
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